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My  dear  brethren  and  friends^ 

AT  length,  after  a  long  and  unexpected  delay,  F 
.  offer  t0  your  perufal  a  few  fermons  which  I 
prom  1  fed  the  public  fome  years  ago  ;  all  which  fome 

or  other  of  you  heard,  and  in  which  you  are  all  con¬ 
cerned. 

It  is  not  material  to  tell  you,  on  what  account  I 
h«ve  laid  by  fome,  which  I  had  tranferibed  for  your 
fervice,  and  which  you  probably  expected  to  have  feen 
with  thefe.  .  I  have  fubflituted  in  their  room  fueh,  as 

I  thought  might,  by  the  divine  bleffing,  be  mod  ufe- 
ful  to  you. 

I  hope  you  will  perure  them  with  candour;  and 
the  rather,  conndering  they  were  prepared  for  the 
prefs  chiefly  in  fome  broken  moments,  while  I  was 
on  journeys,  or  fome  fragments  of  time  at  home,  of¬ 
ten  taken  from  my  deep,  as  the  dated  duties  of  my 
calling  require  an  attendance,  which  will  not  allow  of 
any  long  interruption.  You  would  readily  excufe 
what  oefects  you  may  difeover  in  them,  if  you  knew 
that  tender  concern  for  your  prefect •  and  future  hap- 
pinefs,  by  which  every  fermon,  and  every  page  has 
been  dudated.  They  have  often  been  mingled  with 
prayers  and  with  tears ;  and  my  heart  is  fo  full  of  af¬ 
fection 
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fc£tion  to  you,  that  it  is  with  great  difficulty,  that  1 
forbear  enlarging,  more  than  the  proper  limits  of 
fueh  ah  addrels  would  admit. 

As  for  you,  my  Leicefterfhire  friends,  amongft 
whom  my  miniftry  was  opened,  and  the  firft  years 
of  it  were  delightfully  fpent,  I  cannot  forget,  and 
I  hope  you  have  not  forgotten,  that  intimate  and 
pleafmg  friendfhip,  with  which  we  were  once  alrnoft 
daily  converfmg  ;  the  fweet  counfel  we  have  often 
taken  together  in  private,  as  well  as  the  pleafure  with 
which  we  have  gone  to  the  houfe  of  God  in  compa¬ 
ny.  All  thefe  fermons,  but  the  fecond  and  fifth  of 
them,  were  firft  drawn  up  for  your  fervice,  and  preach¬ 
ed  to  you  ;  and  much  of  that  tendernefs  for  you, 
which  gave  birth  to  them,  has  been  rifing  freffi  in  my 
mind,  while  I  have  been  taking  this  review  of  them. 
I  hope  they  were  not  then  like  water  un profitably  fpilt 
on  the  ground,  and  that  the  perufal  of  them  may  re- 
vive  impreffions  mack  by  the  firft  hearing.  Interme¬ 
diate  years  have  introduced  new  feenes  ;  and  fome  of* 
us  who  were  then  in  the  morning  of  life,  are  now  • 
rifen  up  to  the  meridian  of  it.  Providence  has  con¬ 
ducted  many  of  you  into  new  relations ;  and  it  is  my 
pleafure  to  obferve,  in  how  honourable  and  how  ufe- 
ful  a  manner  feverai  of  you  are  filling  them  up  with 
their  proper  duties. 

While  you  are  yourfelves  in  fiances  of  the  happy 
con  Sequences,  which  attend  a  religious  education,  I  hope 
you  will  be  fingularly  careful, that  your  defeendentsmay 
{hare  in  the  like  advantages  ;  and  I  (hall  heartily  re¬ 
joice,  if  thefe  fermons,  or  thofe  I  have  formerly  pub¬ 
lished,  may  be  of  any  affifiance  to  you  in  thofe  pious 
cares.  God  has  put  an  early  period  to  the  lives  of 
fome,  who,  when  I  was  amongft  you,  were  the  grow¬ 
ing  hopes  of  the  refpe&ive  congregations  to  which 
they  belonged.  Several  of  them  have  died  while  thefe 
fermons  were  tranfqribing.  May  the  thought  quicken 
you  in  the  improvement  of  fo  uncertain  a  life  j  and 
may  divine  grace  render  fome  things,  peculiarly  in¬ 
tended  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who  are  now  beyond  the 
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feach  of  fuch  an  addrefs,  ferviceable  to  others,  into 
whofe  hands  they  may  fall! 

Though  I  am  providentially  feparated  from  you, 
may  I  hill  hear  that  you  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord; 
and  may  every  advancing  year,  and  revolving  day  of 
life,  ripen  us  more  for  that  happinefs,  which  we  hope 
>ere  long  to  hi  are  with  each  other,  in  the  houfe  of 
our  heavenly  father  ! 

If  any  of  you,  who  were  once  my  care  and  my 
hope,  have  now  forfaken  the  ways  and  the  God  of 
your  fathers,  and  turned  afide  to  the  paths  of  K- 
centioufnefs  and  folly,  I  now  repeat  the  admonitions 
which  I  have  formerly  given  you,  that  thefe  things 
will,  to  you,  above  all  others,  be  bitternefs  in  the 
end.  And  I  intreat  you,  that  if  you  have  any  little 
regard  ftiil  remaining,  for  one  to  whom  fome  of  you 
have  profeffed  not  a  little,  you  would  at  lead  attentive¬ 
ly  peru fe  the  fixth  of  thefe  difcourfes,  as  contain¬ 
ing  reflexions,  which  mud  fooner  or  later,  pierce 
your  hearts,  with  penitential  remorfe,  or  everlafting 
defpair.  Oh,  that  divine  grace  might  concur  with  it 
to  prevent  your  ruin,  and  might  give  me  to  fee  you 
as  wile,  as  religious,  and  as  happy,  as  thofe  excellent 
parents  once  wifhed  you,  whofe  eyes  are  now  clofed 
in  the  dull;  whofe  precepts  and  examples,  charges 
and  tears,  you  feem  long  fince  to  have  forgot  ! 

As  for  you,  my  dear  friends  here  at  home,  I  have 
the  pleafure  of  converfing  io  often  with  you,  that  it 
is  the  lefs  neceffary  now  to  addrefs  you  at  large.  Yet 
it  is  but  juflice  to  you  thus  publicly  to  declare,  that, 
amid (l  all  that  goodnefs  and  mercy,  which  has  follow¬ 
ed  me  all  my  days,  there  is  no  providence,  which  I 
more  gratefully  own,  than  that  which  brought  me 
hither  ;  nor  does  any  thing  contribute  more  to  make 
my  miniftry  here  comfortable,  than  the  Spirit  of  fe- 
rioufnefs,  ivhich  diicovers  itfelf  in  many  young  per¬ 
sons  among  ft  us.  Oh,  that  it  were  as  univerfal,  as  in 
icune  it  is  amiable  and  examplary  !  Permit  me  to  re¬ 
mind  you,  that,  as  your  remarkable  importunity  was 
the  conlideration,  which  turned  the  fcales  for  my  com- 
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ing  hither,  after  they  had  long  hovered  in  uncertain* 
ty,  fo  you  are  under  fome  peculiar  obligations  to  ftudy 
the  eafe  and  comfort  of  my  life,  which  you  can  never 
fo  effectually  fecure,  as  by  the  holy  regularity  of  your, 
own.  Our  aged  friends  are  dropping  away  apace 
nay,  the  graves  have  {wallowed  up  many,  very  many 
of  your  own  age,  who,  but  a  few  months  ago,  pro- 
mifed  long  and  extenlive  ufefulnefs  here.  It  is  you, 
that  are  to  comfort  me  under  thefe  forrows.  I  can 
foletrmly  fay,  that  I  had  much  rather  be  numbered: 
amongff  them,  than  live  to  fee  the  glory  of  practical 
religion  left  in  this  fociety,  while  it  is  under  my  care. 
Remember,  that,  under  God,  you  are  its  fupport 
and  remember,  that  the  high  hopes  you  have  given 
me,  would  make  a  difappointment  fit  fo  much  the, 
heavier  upon  my  heart. 

But  I  will  not  conclude  with  any  thing  fo  uneem-. 
for  table,  as  the  mention  of  a  difappointment  from 
you  ;  but  rather  with  recommending  you,  and  thofe 
to  whom  I  have  formerly  flood  in  the  like  relation,  to. 
the  ca.re  of  Chrift,  the  great  fhepherd  of  the  fheep, 
and  to  the  influence  of  that  gracious  Spirit,  who  can. 
caufe  you  to  grow  in  knowledge  and  piety  like, 
the  grafs,  and  like  willows  by  the  water- courfes.  I 
hope  you  will  not  forget  to  pray  for  all  that  appear 
concerned  for  your  fpintual  edification  and  eternal, 
happinefs,.  and  more  especially  for 

Your  mod  affe&ionate 
and  faithful  friend,, 
and  Servant, 

Northampton, 

Dec.  3c.  1 734* 
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THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  RISING  GE¬ 
NERATION. 

P  S  A  L  M  xxii5  30,  3K 

«.  '*$  .  v 

-  .  i 

A  fe^d  flail  fence  him ,  it  flail  he  accounted  to  the  Lord 
for  a  generation  :  they  flail  come ,  and  flail  declare: 
his  right  eoufnefs  unto  a  people  that  flail  he  horn ,  that 
he  hath  done  this . 

T  T  is  a  very  beautiful  faying  of  an  ancient  Jewifh 
writer  *,  which  has  its  parallel  among (l  fome  of 
the  fined  of  the  Heathen  Poets  f,  that  l<  as  of  the 
<«  green  leaves  on  a  thick,  tree,  fome  fall,  and  others 
u  or  row, ;  fo  of  the  generations  of  flefh  and  blood,  one 
“  cometh  to,  an  end,  and  another  is  born,”  In  this 
refpedt  the  refemblance  is  obvious ;  but  there  is  ano¬ 
ther,  in  which  it  will  not  always  fo  evidently  hold. 
We  perceive  not  any  remarkable  difference  between 
the  leaves  of  one  year,  and  of  another they  which 
open  at  the  return  of  the  Spring,  are  commonly  as 
large  and  fair  as  thofe  which  the  preceding  Winter 
had  deftroyed.  But  it  has  been  matter  of  long  la¬ 
mentation,  that  the  children  of  men  are  continually 
finking  into  deeper  and  deeper  degeneracy.  Solomon 

(°) 

*  Ecclef.  xiv.  Io.  f  Homer.  Jihad,  2-.  ver.  146 — 149,  p.  ve& 
463 — 467,  M»f%  apud».  Qiem,  Alex*  Strom,  Lib.  Yda 
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(a)  denies  not  that  the  former  days  were  better  than 
the  prefent,  when  he  cautions  againft  too  curious  an 
inqmi  y  into  the  reafons  why  fuch  an  alteration  was 
pet  muted  .  aria  tiiofe  who  know  little  elfe  of  the  mold 
celebrated  writers  of  antiquity,  can  quote  their  com¬ 
plaints  on  this  melancnoly  occah-on,  They  can  tell 
you,  that  Homer  *  obferved,  “  that  children  are  fel- 
dom  better,  but  frequently  worfe,  than  their  pa¬ 
rents;  and  they  often  repeat  that  lively  and  com-- 
prehenfive  acknowledgment  of  Hoi  ace  f;  “  our  Fa- 
thers,  who  tell  fhort  of  the  virtues  of  their  An- 
“  ceftors,  have  produced  us  a  generation  worfe  than 
u  themfelves  ;  and  our  children  will  be  yet  more  de- 
Ci  generate  than  we.’' 

Fhefe  complaints  and  fore-bodings  have  been  bor¬ 
rowed  by  every  age  fince  they  were  publifhed,  and  are 
to  this  day  borrowed  by  us,  as  what  we  imagine  more 
applicable  to  ourfelves  than  to  thofe  who  wrote  them, 
or  to  any  who  have  already  cited  them.  I  will  not 
fay,  there  is  univerfal  caufe  for  fuch  an  application  $ 
but  I  am  fore,  the  face  of  affairs  in  many  families? 
and,  may  I  not  add,  in  many  churches  too,  is  abun¬ 
dantly  fufficient  not  only  to  exc'ufe,  but  to  vindicate 
it. 


In  the  midfc  of  this  mournful  furvey,  the  heart  of 
every  pious  Ifraelite  will  tremble  for  the  Ark  of  the 
Lord,  and  he  will  be  ready  to  fay,  perhaps  with  an 
excels  of  folicitude  and  of  anguifh,  “  what  will  the 
u  end  of  thefe  things  be  [b)  ?  Surely  God  will  utter- 
w  ly  abandon  thofe  who  fo  bafe'ly.  defer t  him  in  con- 

“  tempt. 


(c)  Ecclef.  vii.  10. 


Uoivfci  yap  roi  czt&ici  warpi  TriXovrxi, 

Qt  7rXtoi>i$  vrxvpoi  ds  rg  irxTpog  c&piicvg* 

Homer*  Gdyf  JB.  376,  277, 

f  /Etas  parentum  pejor  avis  tulit 
Nos  ntquiores,  mox  daturos 
Pro^cniem  vitioforem. 

tiorat.  Lib.  III.  Od.  VI,  v.  46, 


(/>)  Dajn»  xii,  8, 
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*  tempt  of  the  cleareft  revelation  of  his  gofpel,  and 
«  the  mod  engaging  or  awakening  calls  of  his  pro- 
«  vidence.  The  very  memory  of  religion  will  at 
(f  length  be  loft  ;  and  when  the  Son  of  Man  cometh, 
(t  he  will  not  find  faith  on  the  earth  (a).” 

Now  there  feems  to  be  fomething  in  the  very  found 
of  the  text  which  may  relieve  our  minds  under  thefe 
gloomy  apprehenftons.  A  feed  fhall  ferve  him,  it  finall 
be  accounted  to  the  Lord  for  a  generation  :  they  fhall 
come,  and  declare  his  name  to  a  third  fucceffion  ;  a 
people  who  fhall  be  bom  of  them.  Here  is  an  evi¬ 
dent  promife  or  predi&ion,  that  the  knowledge  and 
the  fear  of  God  fhould  be  propagated  from  one  age 
and  generation  to  another  :  and  this  muft  be  an  agree¬ 
able  a ffurance,  whatever  the  particular  occafion  were 
on  which  it  wa3  introduced.  Were  the  Pfalm  to  be 
coniidered  only  as  relating  to  the  calamities  of  David, 
and  the  wonderful  deliverance  which  God  wrought 
out  for  him,  the  words  before  us  might  be  improved 
for  our  own  confolation  on  the  juft  eft  principles  of 
analogy  ;  for  if  a  temporal  falvation  granted  to  him 
were- to  make  fo  deep  and  fo  lading  an  impreffion  on  di- 
ftant  nations,  and  on  future  ages,  how  reafonably  might 
the  like  efFedLs  be  expected  from  that  infinitely  more 
important  and  extenfive  falvation,  which  is  exhibited 
to  us  in  the  everlafting  gofpel  ? 

But  after  all,  the  application  of  this  paftage  of 
fcripture,  to  the  purpofe#  for  which  I  have  alledged 
it,  does  not  depend  on  fo  long  a  train  of  come- 
queries  ;  for  if  we  attentively  perufe  this  Pfalm, 
and  diligently  furvey  the  diitrefs  and  glory  which 
are  deicribed  in  the  feveral  parts  of  it,  we  mull  be 
obliged  to  confefs,  that  a  greater  than  David  is  here. 
It  contains  a  moil  lively  and  fublime  prophecy  of  the 
fuffe rings  of  the  Meffiab,  and  the  exaltation  with 
which  they  were  to  be  rewarded  [b) ;  and  particularly 
mentions  the  calling  of  the  gentiles  into  his  church, 

and 

(u)  Lake  xviii.  3.  (J>)  See  particularly,  ver,  7,  £4,  xfr, 

28,  %2i  &  Af- 
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and  the  propagation  of  his  religion  to  future  ages 
(a)‘  All  the  ends  of  the  world  fhall  remember  and' 
turn  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  na¬ 
tions  fhall  worfhip  before  thee  :  all  they  who  are  fat* 
Upon  the  earth,  i.  e.  (by  an  ufual  Hebraifm)  perfons 
of  eminent  rank  and  in  plentiful  cireumflances  (3), 
fliall  eat  and  worfhip,  i.  e.  they  fhall  pay  their  pub¬ 
lic  homage  to  him,  and  enter  themfe  ves  folemnly  in,- 
to  his  covenant,  as  the  Jewifh  votaries  did  by  eating 
of  the  facri&ces  which  were  offered  to.  him  ;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  thofe  that  go  down  to  the  dull,  i.  e. 
\yho  are  in  the  moll  indigent  cireumftances,  fhall  bow 
before  him  (c),  even  he  that  cannot  keep  alive  his 
own  foul  f,  who  is  fo  poor  that  wants  the  necefiaries. 
of  life  ;  as  if  it  had  been  faid,  there  fhall  be  an  uni* 
v«erfal  fubmifiion  to  him,  in  which  the  greateft  and 
meaneft  fhall  concur  And  the  text  allures  us,  that 
his  triumphs  fhall  be  as  lafting,  as  extenfive  :  a  future 
Seed  fhall  ferve  him  ;  they  fhall  be  accounted  to  the 
Lord  for  a  generation  ;  i.  e.  being  brought  to  the 
knowledge  and  the  profeftion  of  the  true  religion, 
they  fhall  be  owned  by  God  as  his  people  :  and  it  fhall 
be  their  pious  care,  to  declare  this  glorious  difplay  of 

his 

(a)  Ver.  27 — 31.  (b)  See  Pfal.  lxxviii.  31.  Ifa.  x.  16.  Pfal. 
xvii,  10.  and  compare  Pfal.  xiv,  12.  lxxii.  10,  II.  Ifa,  lx.  3,. 
5,  10,  13.  Rev.  xxL  24.  ail  which  texts  fpeak  of  the  fubmiffion 
of  princes  and  great  men  to  Chrljl, 

(c)  Compare  Ifa.  xxvi.  19.  Nch.  iii,  1 8.  I  Sam.  ii.  8. 

+*5o  the  French  tranflate  this  claufe,  JVIemes  celui  qui  ne 
pent  garentir  fa  Vie:,  and  fo  feveral  famous  commentators  ex¬ 
plain  it,  particularly  Rivetus ;  Famelici ,  qui  nan  habent  quo  vitatn 
fuJHneant*  Thus  alfo  Buchanan  paraphrafes  on  the  words, 

FleSiet  llli  poplitem 
Pauper  fepulchri  in  limine , 

Rfui  membra  fefjls  artubus  languentia 
Fugienie  vita  mix  trahit . 

It  is  certain  tbe  phrafe  here  tranflated,  keep  alive  the 
is  often  ufed  for  the  prefervation  of  the  animal  life ;  Gen. 
xk.  19.  I  Kings  xx.  31.  Ezek.  xiii.  19.  And  the  meaty  which 
vyas  pur.chafed  at  fo  expenlive  a  rate  at  the  fiege  of  Jerufalsm, 
is  faid  to  relieve ,  or  reilore,  the  foul,  Lam.  i.  ii^ 
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righteoiifnefs  (a)  to  a  people  who  /hall  be  born  of 
them,  that  he  has  done  this  ;  that  it  is  the  hand  of  God 
which  has  wrought  out  this  great  falvation.  And 
though  there  are  not  many  generations  mentioned 

cl  other.fcn‘Ptll^s  a/Ture  us,  that  the  kingdom 
of  the  Meffiah  is  to  be  of  a  perpetual  duration,  and 
consequently  that  fuch  promifes  as  thefe  are  to  be  tak¬ 
en  in  their  utmoft  extent.  In  his  days  fhall  the  righ¬ 
teous  flouri/h,  and  abundance  of  peace,  fo  long  as  the 
moon  endureth  :  his  name  /hall  endure  forever;  his 
name  Ihal!  be  continued  as  long  as  the  fun  ;  and  men 
mail  be  ble/Ted  in  him 

_  Upon  the  whole  then,  it  appears,  that  the  words 

“  ““i,e  a  prophecy,  that  the  kingdom  of 
Umit  (hall  be  perpetual,  and  extend  itfelfto  the  lateft 
generations,  as  well  as  the  remoteft  climates  :  and, 
through  the  -divine  goodnefs,  we  muft  acknowledge, 
that  this  day  is  this  fcnpture  in  part  fulfilled  among 
us  We  dwell  in  a  country,  which,  with  regard  to 
Judea,  lay  at  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  which  was 
long  over- run  with  barbarity  and  idolatry  ;  yet  we  are 
now  inftriifted  in  the  knowledge  of  the  God  of  IfraeL 

dayr  affembkd  f°r  his  W0l(hip  ;  fo  that 
the  diftance  of  more  than  two  thoufand  years  from 

the  publication  of  this  prediftion,  we  are  the  living 

wrtnelfesof  its  truth  j  being  ourfelves  a  feed  who  pro- 

generation6  th6  L°rd’  aiid  accoun£ed  t0  him  for  a 
I  hope  it  is  the  concern  of  many  of  us,  that  die 

after  uf  n?hWt°K-S  "7  Y  fu1filled  in  thok  come 
after  us,  that  his  gofpel  righteoufnefs  may  fo  be  de- 

tol  *°  u  T*  tbat  ^  lfkewife  might  be  engaged 

he  ue  P  r  °-lJ  in  the  Vernal  forL§  of 

and  th,  k  ‘F °n’  hf  r'th  the  affeaion  of  the  heart, 
aua  the  obedience  of  the  life. 

That  this  concern  may  be  more  deep,  more  aftive 

.p»po,L«7 a, '°ir’Tk°‘ '° y“  "i ,b' 

t  Ite  01  toe  riling  generation.  And  here  I 
«  Compare  Rom.  iii.  %S)  s6.  PfaI,  Ixxiif  I7W°“Id 
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would  aim,  not  merely  at  the  demonflration  of  a  fpc* 
eulative  truth,  which  may  leave  your  minds  as  cold 
and  as  irregular  as  it  found  them  ;  but  I  would  la¬ 
bour,  by  the  divine  afiiftance,  to  poflefs  you  with  fuch 
a  fenfc  of  the  cafe,  as  may  have  a  powerful  influence 
on  your  temper  and  behaviour  ;  that  fo  our  meditations 
on  this  excellent  promife  may,  through  the  concur- 
rance  of  God,  be  the  means  of  its  more  complete  ac- 
complifhment. 

I  am  now  particularly  concerned,  that  you,  my 
y©ut\a-er  brethren,  may  be  imprefled  with  what  I  fay  : 
I  Ibafi  therefore  addrefs  myfelf  dire&ly  to  you,  and 
endeavour  to  {hew  how  important  and  defirable  it  is, 
that  you  be  early  tinctured  with  a  fenfe  of  religion, 
and  heartily  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  God. 

May  the  fpirit  of  God,  in  the  mean  time,  lo  ipeak 
to  your  hearts,  as  that  life  and  energy  may  be  add¬ 
ed  to  thofe  convi&ions,  which  I  am  confident,  your 

reafon  will  not  be  able  to  oppofe  1  . 

Now  I  would  intreat  you,  on  this  occaiion,  ien- 
oufly  to  confider  the  importance  of  your  character 
and  behaviour,  with  regard  both  to  yourfelves  ana 

others. 

I.  Nothing  can  be  of  greater  importance,  with 
regard  to  yourfelves,  than  your  being  eai  y  en¬ 
gaged  iu  the  fervice  of  God. 


It  is  a  con  fide  ration,  which  equally  concerns  you, 
ind  others  of  a  more  advanced  age,  that  reugion  is, 
generally  (peaking,  the  fureft  way  we  can  take  to  be 
Sappy  in  this  world,  and,  through  the  meats  and 
rishtcoufnefs  of  a  Redeemer,  the  only  way  to  glrny 
m°another  ;  fo  that,  as  the  apoille  express  it,  god- 
linefs  is  profitable  unto  all  things,  having  promife 
of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  t-hat  which  is  to 

L'°Tts  ^tendency  to  promote  our  prefent  comfort 
and  happinefs,  will  abundantly  appear  fiom  the  m- 

(a)  J  Tim.  iv,  S. 
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11  uence  which  it  has  on  our  external  circtimftances, 
and  on  the  temper  of  our  minds.  As  to  the  former 
of  thefe,  I  might  enlarge  on  its  beneficial  effects, 
with  regard  to  hea'th  and  reputation,  eilate  and 
friendfhip  :  and  as  to  the  latter,  nothing  is  more  ob¬ 
vious  than  that  it  tends  to  fecure  the  tranquillity  and 
the  pleafure  of  the  foul,  as  it  either  fuppreffes  or  mo¬ 
derates,  thofe  turbulent  paflions  which  throw-  it  into 
anguifh  and  confufion,  while  it  gives  abundant  exer- 
cife  to  thofe  which  are  moil  fvveet  and  delightfuh 
Such  is  the  immediate  blelfednefs  of  the  man  who  fear- 
eth  the  Lord,  and  greatly  delighteth  in  his  command¬ 
ments  ( a ).  And  whofoever  reflects  on  the  evidence 
with  which  each  of  thefe  particulars  is  attended,  mult 
acknowledge,  that  the  ways  of  wifdom  are  ways  of 
pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace  (b). 

To  complete  the  argument,  it  is  to  be  considered, 
that  thefe  pleafant  and  peaceful  paths  lead  up  to  the 
paradife  of  God  :  for  invariable  truth  and  goodnels 
has  engaged,  that  to  them  who  by  patient  ccminuance 
in  well  doing,  leek  for  glory,  honour  and  immortali¬ 
ty,  he  will  render  eternal  life  (V. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  go  on  in  the  negket  cf 
God  and  religion,  it  is  very  poffible  you  may  be  un¬ 
done  for  this .  world,  as  thoufunds  have  been,  by  de¬ 
bauchery  and  folly  :  or,  under  fome  re  drain  t  s  of  com¬ 
mon  prudence,  which  may  fecure  you  from  that,  if 
you  do  not  violently  over  bear  the  voice  of  confcience, 
it  will- often  difquiet  and  torment  yon  by  its  remon- 
ftrances  and  expodulations  ;  till  in  a  little  time  death 
will  remove  you  to  the  feats  of  horror,  where  the 
Worm  never  dies,  and  the  fire  is  never  quenched  (*. ) . 
For  God  has  folemly  declared,  that  he  will  render  in¬ 
dignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguiih,  to  eve,  y 
foul  of  man  that  doeth  evil  (A  ;  when  the  Lord  jefns 
is  revealed  from  heaven  in  flam i no-  fire,  taking  ven- 

O  '  O 

geance  on  thofe  that  know  not  God,  and  obey  1.  L 
the  gofpel  (h), 

B  /ire 

(«)  Pfal.  cxii.  1.  (£)  Prov.  iii.  17.  (c)  Rom.  ii,  7* 

(A  Mark  ix.  44,  (e)  Rom.  ii.  8,  9.  (, h )  j  Thof.  i.  7,  C. 
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Are  not  the -young-eft  of  you  concerned  in  fuch  de¬ 
clarations  as  thefe  ?  And  if  you  are,  let  confcience  lay, 
whether  they  are  to  be  defpifed  ?  It  evidently  appears, 
the  queflion  is  this  :  fhall  you  fpend  your  days  upon 
earth  like  rational  creatures,  in  the  neblefl:  enjoyment 
of  God,  and  of  yourfelves,  till  you  rife  to  the  glories 
and  pleafures  of  the  heavenly  world  ?  Or  (hall  you  live 
like  ideots  and  like  brutes,  in  the  amufements  of  a 
.  vain  imagination,  and  the  indulgence  of  the  meanefl 
appetites,  till  you  fink  for  ever  under  all  the  fhame  and 
remorfc  of  a  polluted  guilty  mind,  and  the  almighty 
vengeance  of  an  mcenfed  God  ?  And  can  you  be  fo 
ftupid  as  to  imagine  this  queflion  will  bear  a  debate, 
or  that  any  of  the  little  interefls  of  time  and  fenfe  are 
to  be  regarded,  while  thefe  things  are  forgotten  ? 
-Surely  I  may  fay,  with  the  utmoft  propriety,  as  Motes 
to  the  children  of  Ifrael  («),  I  have  this  day  been  fet¬ 
tling-  before  you  life  and  death,  a  bleiung  and  a  curie, 
chufc  which  fhall  be  your  portion  ;  but  make^  the 
choice  as  thofe  that  remember,  it  is  not  a  vain  thing 
for  you,  becaufe  it  is  your  life  \b ). 

a  It  is  true,”  may  you  perhaps  reply  in  your  own 
minds,  thefe  are  folid  arguments  to  prove,  that  re- 
lio-ion  is  to  be  attended,  to,  fooner  or  later but,  it 
“  will  not  appear  from  them,  that  it  is  peculiarly  the 
concern  o*f  the  riling  generation.”  I  anfwer  in  one 
word,  (as  you  have  often  heard  more  at  large)  if  it 
is  to  be  regarded  at  all,  it  fhould  be  regarded  1m- 
immediately  ;  becaufe  all  the  futurity  you  prefume  up¬ 
on  is  utterly  precarious.  The  uncertainty  or  human 
life,  and  our  entire  dependance  on  that  iacred  fpirit, 
who  is  perfectly  free  in  all  his  operations,  concur  to 
demonflrate,  beyond  all  poflibiiity  of  contradiction, 
the  madnefs  of  delay  ;  and  the  ruin  of  thoufands  beais 
teilimony  to  it.  I  might  add,  tnat  there  are  many 
peculiar  advantages  of  early  piety,  which  render  it 
vaflly  preferable  to  a  late  repentance,  even  fuppoiing 
it  were  as  certain,  as  it  is  dubious :  but  I  fhall  not  en¬ 
ter  into  the  enumeration  of  them  now,  fince  I  intend 

them 

(l)  Deut.  xxxii  47* 


(, a )  Deut.  xxx.  Ip. 
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them  for  the  fubjecl  of  a  difiinCl  difeourfe*.  What 
1  have  already  faid  may  be  fuflicient  to  convince  you, 
if  you  allow  yourfelves  to  reflect,  that  your  own  pre- 
fent  and  future  happinefs  is  apparently  concerned  in 
the  cafe  before  us.  I  add, 


II.  That  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  happinefs 
of  others,  that  you  of  the  rifing  generation  ba 
early  tin 61  tired  with  a  fen fe  of  religion,  or,  in 
the  language  of  the  text,  be  a  feed  who  (hall 
ferve  the  Lord. 


And  here  I  would  (hew  at  large, — that  the  hnppL 
nefs  of  all  who  converfe  with  you  may  be  confderably 
influenced  by  your  ehara&er  and  behaviour  ; — t hat 
the  comfort  of  your  pious  parents  and  mini  hers  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  concerned  in  it  ; — and  that  the  propagation 
of  religion  to  them  who  are  yet  unborn,  does,  under 
God,  moft  evidently  depend  upon  you. 

i.  The  happinefs  of  all  who  converfe  with  you  will 
be  confi 
haviour. 


derahly  influenced  by  your  character  and  be- 


They  who  have  any  fenfe  of  religion  themfelves 
will  be  tenderly  concerned  for  your  happinefs.  They 
will  rejoice  to  fee  you  going  on  in  thofe  ways  which 
mtift  furely  lead  to  ft  ;  and  they  will  be  heartily 
grieved  to  fee  you  chafing  your  own  mifery,  and  re¬ 
jecting  thecounfelof  God  againd  yourfelves  ( a ).  And 
others  of  a  humane  and  generous  temper,  though  des¬ 
titute  of  the  principles  of  true  piety,  will  be  felicitous 
for  the  honour,  the  comfort,  aud  the  ufefulnefs  of 
your  lives. 


But 


(«0  Lube  vii.  30. 


*  Mr  Jennings’s  excellent  ferjnon  on  this  fubjecl,  amorgffc 
his  other  difeourfes  m  young  people,  has  prevented  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  fermon  here  referred  to.  I  hope  my  young 
hi  r*ds  will  furniih  themfelves  with  thofe  condefceding  and 
ufeiui  piecee,  ii  there  be.  any  of  them  have  not  yet  done  it. 
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Bu'  bcfidcs  this  plcafure  or  uneafinefs,  which  will 
redound  to  fuch  perfons,  in  confequence  of  thefe 
friendly  and  benevolent  fentiments,  you  ought  to 
coufider,  that  all  who  converfe  with  you  may  find  their 
happinefs  increafed  or  diminifhed,  by  your  regard  to 
religion,  or  your  negletl  of  it,  as  your  behaviour  to 
them  will  be  influenced  by  it. 

If  you  be  early  delivered  into  the  mould  of  the  gof- 
pel,  yoa  will  quickly  learn  you  were  not  born  for 
yourfelves.  The  mercies  of  God,  and  the  example 
of  a  Redeemer,  will  teach  you  to  exert  yourfelves  to 
the  utmofl  for  the  fervice  of  mankind,  and  to  do 
good  to  all  as  you  have  an  opportunity  (a).  And 
in  how  many  inftances  may  your  pious  and  charitable 
cares  be  effectual  for  the  benefit  of  your  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  !  In  the  feries  of  life,  how  many  in  the  depths 
of  poverty  may  be  relieved  by  your  liberality  !  How 
many  in  perplexed  and  intricate  circumftances  may  be 
guided  aright  by  your  prudent  counfel  !  How  many 
weeping  eyes  may  be  dried,  and  how  many  mourning 
hearts  revived,  by  your  tender  fympathy  and  friendly 
condolence  !  And  if  there  be  already  in  your  natural 
temper  a  tendency  towards  fuch  expreflions  of  human¬ 
ity,  how  happily  may  it  be  directed  and  enlivened, 
when  divine  and  evangelical  motives  are  brought  in  to 


its  abidance  ! 


But  farther,  your  chriflian  charity  will  teach  you 
to  be,  above  all  things,  folic  it  o.us  for  the  fpiritual  and 
eternal  happinefs  of  thofe  about  you.  And  who  can 
fay,  how.  much  you  may  promote  it  !  How  many 
more  aged  chriffians  may  be  excited  to  fliake  off  their 
indolence,  and  quicken  their  pace  when  they  obferve 
your  ardency  arid  zeal  !  And  how  happily  might  your 
piety  tend  to  awaken,  and  reclaim  thofe,  who  are  go¬ 
ing  on  in  the  paths  of  the  deftroyer:  how  amiable  would 
the  graces  of  chriftianity  appear,  as.  examplified  in  you, 
amidft  all  the  infnaring  allurements  of  childhood  and 
youth  !  And  how  affedting  might  it  be  to  other  young 

people, 
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people,  to  bear  religion  recommended  to  them,  not 
only  by  their  parents  and  ministers,  but  by  their  bre¬ 
thren  and  companions  ! 

Thus  ufe ful  might  you  be  in  your  earned  years,  and 
as  you  were  advancing  in  age  and  experience,  your 
ufe  ful  nefs  might  be  daily  increasing;  and  if  God 
fhould  fpare  you  to  the  decline  of  life,  you  might 
bring  forth  much  nobler  fruits  m  old  age,  than  you 
could  have  done,  if  your  entrance  on  a  religious  life 
had  been  deferred  to  that  u n fe a fo n able  time. 

Thus  may  the  whole  period  of  your  life  be  filled  up 
with  eminent  fervice.  And  I  will  add,  that  your  be¬ 
neficial  influence  may  extend  far  beyond  the  circle  of 
your  perfonal  converfe  :  you  may  be  bleffings  to  your 
country,  indeed  to  the  whole  world,  by  drawing  down 
the  favour  of  God  upon  it,  in  part,  as  a  crown  ox 
your  piety,  and  an  anfwer  to  your  prayers.  But, 

On  the  contrary,  if  you  negledt  religion,  you  will 
deprive  the  world  of  all  thofe  benefits,  which  it  may 
ctherwife  expect  from  you.  If  you  are  naturally 
covetous,  you  wall  probably  indulge  that  unworthy 
temper,  fo  as  to  with-hold  relief  from  thofe  to  whom 
it  is  mole  juflly  due  :  or  if  you  be  of  a  liberal  difpo- 
fition,  your  generofity  will  degenerate  into  prodigali¬ 
ty  ;  or  perhaps  you  will  fqnauder  away  io  much  01 
your  efiates  in  vanity  and  debauchery,  as  to  throw 
yourfelves  out  of  a  capacity  of  a  ill  (ting  thofe,  whom 
you  moil  fincerely  pity,  and  would  gladly  relieve, 
nnd  as  to  the  eternal  happinefs  of  others,  it  is  not  to 
be  imagined  that  you  will  have  any  regard  to  .t  while 
you  are  negligent  of  your  own. 

Nor  is  this  the  word  ;  for,  as  hardly  any  are  mere 
cyphers  in  life,  it  is.  much  to  be  feaied,  that  in  fie  ad 
of  bleffings,  you  may  prove  mifehiefs  to  the  world. 
The  licentioufnefs,  to  which  corrupt  nature  will 
prompt  you,  may  lead  you  by  unthought  of  confe- 
quences,  to  injure  and  defraud,  as  well  as  to  grieve 
and  torment,  others.  And  where  your  behaviour  is 
mod  friendly,  it  may  be  mod  pernicious.  Infiead 
of  refioring  and-  reclaiming  the  fouls  of  your  corn* 

B  2  p  an  ions,*.. 
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panioHS,  you  may  pervert  and  deftroy  them  by  finful? 
difcourfes  and  impious  examples.  Thus  you  may 
dra^v  down  the  vengeance  of  God  on  the  places 
where  you  live,  and  provoke  him  to  fend  fome  pub¬ 
lic  calamity,  as  a  punifhment,  for  that  univerfal  de¬ 
generacy  which  you  have  abetted.  So  that,  (to 
clofe  the  melancholy  fcene)  at  the  bar  of  God,  and 
in  the  feats  or  torment,  you  may  meet  with  multi¬ 
tudes  of  unhappy  creatures,  who  will  cry  out  or-  you, 
as  the  fatal  caufe  of  their  ruin  m  this  world-,  and  their 
condemnation  in  that. 

By  fuch  a  variety  of  arguments  does  it  appear, 
tnat  the  happinefs  of  thole  you  converfe  with  wilt 
be  confiderably  influenced  by  your  temper  and  con- 
oucl:.  And  are  you  10  utterly  loll  to  all  fentiments 
honour  and  geodnefs,  as  to  be  unconcerned  at 
fuch  a  confideration  as  this  l  Again, 

2.  The  comfort  and  happinefs  of  your  religious  pa¬ 
rents  does,  in  a  great  meafure,  depend  on  your 
ferioufnefs  and  piety. 


What  I  have  juft  been  faying  on  the  former  heads, 
will  evidently  prove  the  truth  of  this  obfervatlon. 
Your  pious  parents  have  a  generous  concern  for  the 
happinefs  of  others,  and  this  will  engage  them  earned* 
ly  to  with,  that  you  may  be  bleffings,  and  not  curfes 
to  the  world  about  you.  And  their  peculiar  afferftion 
for  you,  mull  tenderly  in  ter  eft  them  in  a  cafe,  on. 
which  your  happinefs,  both  in  time  and  eternity,  de¬ 
pends. 

If  they  fee  you  under  the  influences  of  early  piety, 
unknown  pleafure  will  arife  in  their  minds  :  they  will 
rejoice  in  it,  not  merely  as  it  will  be  a  fecurity  to 
them  of  a  icfpecfful  and  grateful  treatment  from  you;, 
but  as  it  will,  through  grace,  fecure  to  you,  their 
dear  offspring,  the  entertainments  of  a  religious  life*, 
and  the  profpedis  of  a  glorious  immortality. 

Thefe  icileClions  will  give  them  inexpreflible  plea- 
lure  m  a  variety  of  circ  limit  ances.  Their  daily  con- 

verfe.- 
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verfe  with  you  will  be  more  agreeable  to  them,  than 
it  could  otherwife  be,  when  they  difcern  the  lively 
imprefSons  of  religion  upon  your  fpirits,  and  perceive 
that  you  have  a  relifh  for  thofe  truths  and  promifes 
of  the  gofpel,  which  are  their  joy  and  fong  in  the 
houfe  of  their  pilgrimage  (a).  It  will  fometimes  add 
a  fwectnefs  to  the  focial  exercifes  of  devotion,  to  think 
that  your  fouls  are  engaged  with  theirs,  and  regaled 
with  the  fame  fublime  and  transporting  entertain¬ 
ments.  And  when  they  have  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  you  are  retired  for  the  duties  of  the  clofet,  it 
will  ch  ear  their  hearts  to  think,  “  Now  is  my  child 
“  with  his  heavenly  Father.  Now  has  he  feparated 
“  himfelf  from  thofe  vain  amufements,  which  moil 
“  of  the  fame  age  purfue,  that  he  may  converfe  with 
il  God  and  his  own  foul,  and  be  prepared  for  the  bu- 
4,4  linefs  and  the  pleafures  of  Heaven.  And  I  hope, 
*4  God  is  fmiling  upon  him,  and  teaching  him,  by 
44  happy  experience,  that  thofe  pious  labours  are  not 
i(  in  vain.” 

Vv  ith  fuch  confolations  will  their  hearts  be  fupport- 
ed  in  all  the  occurrences,  which  providence  may  allot 
either  to  you,  or  them.  If  they  meet  with  profpert- 
ty  in  their  worldly  affairs,  and  have  a  profpedf  of  leav¬ 
ing  you  in  plentiful  circum Ranees,  it  will  be  a  fatis- 
faction  fro  them  to  think  that  they  fhall  not  confign 
their  eflates  to  thofe  who  will  meanly  hoard  up  the 
income  of  them,  or  throw  it  away  in  foolilh  and 
hurtful  lulls  ;  but  to  perfons  who  will  confider  them» 
ielves  as  tne  ilewards  of  God,  and  will  endeavour  to 
uie  what  God  has  given  them  for  the  honour  of  their 
Lord,  and  the  good  of  mankind.  Or,  if  they  can 
give  you  but  little,  this  thought  will  relieve  them, 
tnat  they  commend  you  to  the  care  of  a  guardian  and 
a  fatner,  who  is  able  abundantly  to  fupply  your  ne- 
cefQties,  and  wno  nas  engaged,  by  the  piomifes  of  his. 
covenant,  that  thofe  who  fear  him  (hall  want  no  good 
thing  (£).  They  will  have  the  pleafure  to  think,  that,, 
how  low  foever  your  outward  condition  may  be,  you 

will 

M  Hal,  cza,  54,  (/>)  Pfal,  sxxiv,  0,  lxx^dv*  n0 
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will  be  rich  in  grace,  and  in  the  entertainments  of  re¬ 
ligion  now,  and  in  the  glories  of  the  heavenly  in¬ 
heritance  at  laft.  When  they  are  themfelves  finking 
under  the  decays  of  nature,  their  vigour  and  cheer- 
fulnefs  will  be  renewed  in  yours  ;  or  fhould  your  pa¬ 
rents  be  impaired  by  an  arfli&ive  providence,  they 
will  have  the  fatisfadion  of  believing,  that  thofe  af- 
fiiftions  proceed  from  a  divine  love,  and  frail  at  length 
turn  to  your  advantage.  It  will  revive  their  hearts  in 
their  dying  moments  to  think,  that  when  they  are 
fieeping  in  the  duft,  you  will  Hand  up  in  their  places, 
and  fupport  the  interef  of  God  in  the  woild,  with  a 
fidelity  and  zeal  perhaps  fuperior  to  theirs.  Or  if  an 
affli&ive  ftroke  fhould  take  you  away  before  them, 
they  will  not  mourn  over  your  grave,  as  thofe  that 
have  no  hope  (a).  Faith  will  teach  them  to  mingle 
praifes  with  their  tears,  while  it  allures  them  that 
though  dead  to  them,  you  are  living  with  God  in  glo¬ 
ry  j  that  you  are  preferred  to  an  attendance  on  his 
throne  above,  where  they  may  hope  fhortly  to  meet 
you  on  the  mod  advantageous  terms. 

This  is  but  a  faint  and  impeded  defeription  of 
the  fatisfadion  which  your  parents  would  find  in  your 
early  piety.  And  it  follows  from  hence,  as  a  ne- 
cellar y  confequence,  that  if  they  fee  you  grow  up  hi 
trie  neglect  of  religion,  it  will  pierce  their  hearts  with 

proportionable  furrow.  . 

It  is  pofiblc  that  you  may  arrive  at  fuch  a  daring 
degree  of  wickednefs,  as  to  treat  them  with  negligence 
and  contempt,  or  perhaps  to  anfwer  all  their  melting 
expoftulations  with  infults  and  rage.  Such  ungrate¬ 
ful  and  rebellious  monfters  we  have  heard  of ;  and 
would  to  God,  that  every  parent  in  this  aflembiy 
could  fay,  that  he  had  only  heard  of  them  !  But 
fhould  you  preferve  fome  fenle  or  humanity  and  de¬ 
cency  ;  nay,  fhould  you  behave  towards  them  in  tne 
moft  dutiful  and  obliging  manner,  yet  they  mull 
(fill  mourn  over  you  ;  and  even  your  tendernefs  and 

complaifance  to  them,  would  tome  times  come  m  to 
i  acid 
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add  a  more  fenftble  angiiifh  to  their  affiidfion.  It 
would  cut  them  to  the  heart  to  think,  that  fuch 
dear,  and,  in  other  refpedls,  amiable  children,  were 
hill  the  enemies  of  God,  and  the  heirs  of  deftrudtion. 
When  they  heard  the  vengeance  of  God  denounced 
againft  linners,  and  read  the  awful  threatnings  of  his 
word,  they  would  tremble  to  think,  that  thofe  terri¬ 
ble  thunders  were  levelled  againfl  you.  How  little 
could  they  rejoice  in  that  health,  or  plenty,  which 
they  faw  you  were  abuftng  to  your  aggravated  ruin  ! 
and  how  would  they  be  terrified  when  any  diflemper 
feized  you,  left  it  fhould  be  the  mefienger  to  bear 
you  away  to  eternal  ninety  !  If  they  were  themfclves 
dying,  how  mournfully  rauft  they  take  their  leave  of 
you,  in  an  apprehenfion  of  feeing  you  no  more  till 
the  day  of  accounts,  and  feeing  you  then  in  ignominy 
and  horror,  at  the  left  hand  of  the  judge!  Or  if  they 
faw  you  removed  by  an  early  death,  to  what  hopeleis 
for  rows  would  they  be  abandoned!  With  what  un¬ 
known  agonies  would  they  adopt  that  pathetic  lamen¬ 
tation  of  David,  Oh  my  fon  Abfalom,  my  fon,  my 
fon  Abfalom,  would  to  God  I  had  died  for  thee  !  Oh 
Abfalom  my  fon,  my  fon  (a)  ! 

By  fuch  a  variety  of  confiderations  does  it  appear, 
that  the  comfort  and  happinefs  of  your  pious  parents 
does  very  much  depend  upon  your  temper  and  be¬ 
haviour.  And  the  argument  is  confirmed  by  the  re¬ 
peated  tefiimony  of  the  wifeft  of  men,  under  the  in¬ 
fluences  of  the  divine  Spirit.  He  tells  us  again  and 
again,  that  a  ^  ife  fan  maketh  a  glad  father  ( b )  ;  that 
whofo  loveth  wifdom  rejoieeth  his  father  ( c )  ;  and 
that  the  father  of  the  righteous  (hall  greatly  rejoice  ; 
and  he  that  begetteth  a  wife  child,  {hall  have  joy  of 
him  id  .  On  the  other  hand,  he  tells  us,  that  a  fool- 
ifh  fon  is  the  heavinefs  of  his  mother  (/?).  And  though 
the  tendernefs  of  her  fex  may  make  the  mother  pe¬ 
culiarly  fen'fibie  of  the  affli&ion,  yet  it  is  not  confined  . 
to  her ;  for  he  tells  us  elfewhere,  that  a  foolifh  fon  is 

a 

(a)  2  Sam.  xvii.  33,  (/>)  Prov.  x.  I.  xv.  30.  xxix, 

3.  (d  xxiih  24.  (c)  X'  I. 
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a  grief  to  his  father,  as  well  as  bitternefs  to  her  that 
bare  him  (a)  ;  yea,  a  foolifh  Ton  is  the  calamity  of  his 
father  (  6).  And  once  more,  he  that  begetteth  a 
fool  doth  it  to  his  forrow  ;  and  the  father  of  a  fool 
has  no  joy  (c)  ;  for  the  wickednefs  of  his  fon  impairs 
his  relifh  for  the  other  enjoyments  of  life. 

Such  a  multitude  of  paflages  to  the  fame  purpofes 
feem  intended  to  teach  us  the  importance,  as  well  as 
the  certainty  of  the  argument.  And  it  is  more  than 
hinted  at  in  thofe  remarkable  words  ;  My  fon,  if  thy 
heart  be  wife,  my  heart  fhali  rejoice,  even  mine  (d)> 

As  if  he  had  faid,  make  a  ferious  paufe,  and  diligent¬ 
ly  weign  the  importance  of  that  thought,  that  thy 
piety  will  be  an  inexpreffible  joy  to  me,  to  thy  father. 
And  then,  as  if  that  were  not  enough,  it  is  immedi¬ 
ately  added,  yea,  my  reins  alfo  fhali  rejoice,  (fhali 
feel  unutterable  pleafure  diffufing  itfelf  through  all 
the  fecret  recedes  of  my  foul),  when  thy  lips  fpeak 
right  things  ( e ),  which  may  manifeft  an  heart  unde* 
the  influence  of  prudence,  and  of  religion. 

And  let  me  intreat  you,  my  friends,  to  reded  for 
a  few  moments  on  the  weight  of  the  argument,  that* 
you  may  judge  whether  it  will  not  bear  all  the  ft  refs 
which  Solomon  lays  upon  it.  The  happinefs  of  your 
parents  is  in  quefiion  ;  and  can  you  flight  that  ?  Con- 
iider  how  much  you  owe  to  your  parents,  as  they  were 
the  inftruments  of  your  being,  and  have  been,  under 
God,  the  principal  fupport  of  it.  T  hink  of  the  ten- 
dernefs  with  which  they  watched  around  your  cradles,  j, 
and  of  the  many  kind  offices  which  they  performed 
for  you  in  your  helplefs  infancy  ;  which  parental  ten- 
dernefs  made  delightful  to  them,  when  hardly  any 
thing  eife  could  have  made  them  tolerable.  Think; 
how  liberally  they  have  long  contributed  towards  the 
fupply  of  your  wants  ;  and  in  how  many  inilances 
they  have  denied  themfelves,  that  they  might  gratify 
you.  Think  how  they  have  rejoiced  with  you  in  your 

joys, 

G)  Prov.xvii.  25.  (/’)  xix.  13.  O')  xyii.  21.  (d)  xxnu 

15.  See  the  like  eniphatic^l  form  of  ipeaking,  ver.  24*  2 5 * 
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joys,  and  mourned  with  you  in  your  forrows  ;  how 
they  have  been  terrified  at  your  real  dangers ;  and 
perhaps  often  difquieted  with  thofe  timorous  appre¬ 
hensions,  which  fondnefs,  rather  than  reafon,  has  S'ug- 
gefted  to  them.  And  under  the  impreffion  of  thefe 
reflexions,  fay,  whether  it  may  not  reafonably  be  ex- 
peXed,  that  you  Should  have  a  moil  afteXionate  re¬ 
gard  to  their  repofe  and  comfort,  and  think  with  hor¬ 
ror  of  becoming  their  grief  and  torment. 

I  may  add,  that  as  the  parents  of  fome  among# 
you  are  declining  under  the  infirmities  of  age,  and 
on  that  account  the  objeXs  of  a  refpeXful  compaffion 
to  all,  they  Should  be  fo  efpecially  to  you  who  are 
their  children  ;  for  it  may  be  thefe  infirmities  have 
been  haftened  upon  them  by  an  excels  of  tendernefs 
and  concern  for  you.  And  will  yon  add  aflliXions 
to  the  afflicted,  and  bring  down  with  forrow  to  the 
grave  (a)  thofe  venerable  hoary  heads  which  you  have 
perhaps  made  gray  before  their  time  ?  Surely  you 
mult  abhor  the  thought,  or  God  and  man  mull  abhor 
you. 

But  I  would  not  entertain  fo  harfh  a  fufpicion  ;  I 
charitably  hope,  that  you  are  not  only  impreffed  with 
this  consideration,  but  will  hkewife  be  fomewhat  con¬ 
cerned,  when  you  hear, 

3.  That  the  comfort  and  happinefs  of  faithful  mi- 
niflers  will  be  greatly  affeXed  by  the  character 
**  cf  the  rifing  generation. 

St.  John  aflures  the  eleX  lady,  that  he  rejoiced 
greatly,  when  he  found  her  children  walking  in  the 
truth  ( b )  ;  and  a  variety  of  arguments  concur  to 
prove,  that  no  pious  minister  can  be  indifferent  in  the 
cafe  before  us. 

li  we  nave  any  thing  of  humanity  and  gencrofity 
in  our  tempers,  we  rnuil  be  concerned  for  your  feri- 
oufnefs,  on  account  of  that  influence  which  it  has  on 
the  happinefs  of  all  about  you,  and  particularly  on 

that 

(«)  Gen.  xlii,  38.  {b)  %  John  ver.  4. 
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that  of  your  chriftian  parents.  Many  of  them  are 
the  ornaments  and  glory  of  our  affemblies,  and  the 
mod  dear  and  intimate  of  our  friends  ;  we  are  obliged 
therefore  to  take  part  with  them  in  their  forrows  and 
their  joys,  with  relation  to  you  their  children.  It 
mud  fenfiblv  adlidt  us  to  fee,  that  while  their  wifdom 
and  their  piety  might  command  the  reverence  and 
the  love  of  all  that  know  them,  enemies  Ihould  arife 
up  again d  them  out  of  their  own  houfes,  and  even 
the  children  of  their  bowels  Should  prove  their  tor¬ 
mentors.  Thofe  dear  children,  from  whom  they  fond¬ 
ly  promifed  themfelves  the  delight  and  fupport  or 
their  declining  years.  And  when  they  come  and  tell 
us  the  tender  dory,  when  they  freely  open  to  us  their 
forrows  and  their  fears  on  your  account,  and  earneftly 
beg  our  prayers  for  you,  that  whatever  they  differ, 
you  may  not  be  for  ever  undone,  we  are  hardly 
able  to  {land  it;  but  nature  as  well  as  religion, 
teaches  us  to  echo  back  their  fighs  and  to  return 
their  tears. 

Thus  we  are  concerned  for  the  riling  generation, 
as  we  fympathize  with  thofe  whofe  happineis  is  ap¬ 
parently  affected  by  it  :  but  befides  this  you  may  eah- 
ly  appiehend,  that  much  of  the  comfort  of  .our  lives 
does  immediately  depend  upon  it.  And  this  will  be 
peculiarly  obvious  with  regard  to  tnofe.cf  us  u  no 
are  in  our  younger  years,  and  are  entering  on  the 

work  of  God  amongd  you  *. 

Should  God  fpare  us  to  future  years,  we  mud  ex¬ 
pect  to  iurvive  many  of  our  aged  friends  ;  and  wneu 
your  parents  are  gone,  whither  mud  we  look  foi  tnc 
comfort  of  our  remaining  days,  but  to  you  their 
children?  And  mud  it  not  wound  us  to  the  heart, 
to  fee  a  generation  of  vipers  riling  up,  inftead  of  thole 
pious  friends,  with  whom  we  have  taken  Tweet  coun- 
fel  together,  and  gone  to  the  lioufe  of  God  in  com¬ 
pany  (fl)  ?  Can  we  eafily  bear  to  fee  the  temples 

and  altars  of  God  forfaken,  or  to  fee  them  attended 

only 

*  N.  B.  This  was  the  cafe  of  the  author  when  this  fermon 
was  preached  at  JK-ibworth,  May  .18,  1724.  GO  lid.  *v.  14* 
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only  by  wretched  hypocrites,  who  wear  the  form  of 
godlinefs,  while  they  are  -ft rangers  and  enemies  to 
the  power  of  it  (a)  ?  Mail  we  lofe  the  pleafure  of 
addrefling  you  in  public,  as  chriftians,  on  the  molt 
comfortable  and  joyful  fuhjedls  of  difcourfe  ;  and  be 
obliged  continually  to  fpeak  to  you  in  thunders,  as 
thofe  who  have  no  right  to  the  confutations  of  the 
gofpel !  Or  mail  we  never  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  con- 
yerfing  with  you  in  private,  as  our  brethren  in  the 
Lord,  and  our  companions  in  the  way  to  heaven  ? 

Well  might  it  grieve  us  to  be  thus  left  alone  in 
the  midil  of  a  degenerate  world ;  efpecially  when 
we  reflect,  that  the  caufe  of  God  was  finking  in  the 
time  of  our  adminiilration,  and  ferious  religion  was 
loll  amongft  us,  while  the  cultivation  of  it  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  our  care.  Shall  we  not  be  fufp edit’d  of 
unfaithfulnefs  to  God,  and  to  you,  if  it  die  in  our 
hands  ?  That  were  dreadful  indeed.  May  the  divine 
grace  preferve  us  from  .that  guilt!  And  I  trull,  my 
brethren,  that  it  will  preferve  us :  and  in  dependence 
upon  that  I  plainly  tell  you,  that  while  God  con¬ 
tinues  us  in  a  capacity  of  doing  it,  we  will  honeiliy 
warn  you,  we  will  ferioufly  exp  oil  ulate  with  you,  we 
will  earneftly  pray  for  you  ;  and  if  it  be  all  in  vain,  we 
will  appeal  to  an  omnifeient  God,  that  ypur  de- 
ftrudlion  is  not  chargeable  upon  us,  but  upon  yoiar- 
ftlves.  „ 

But  in  the  mean  time,  it  would  be  dreadful  to  re- 
fiedl,  that  while  we  are  thus  endeavouring  to  deliver 
our  own  fouls,  we  are  in  effedl  heaping  aggravated 
damnation  on  yours ;  while  every  attempt  is  refilled 
by  you,  and  fo  brings  you  under  a  greater  load  of  guilt. 
You  may  indeed  be  infenfible  of  the  load  now,  but 
we  forefee  the  day  when  you  will  fink  under  it.  And 
here  is  the  accent  of  our  forrow  ;  in  fuch  views  as 
thefe,  we  fear  that  v/hen  the  minillers  of  former  gene¬ 
rations  fhall  appear  before  their  judge  with  a  train  of 
happy  fouls,  which  have  been  conducted  to  heaven 
by  their  means,  it  mu  ft  be  our  -melancholy  part  to 

C  Hand 

(a)  %  Tim.  iii,  5, 
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Hand  out  as  witneffes  againd  our  hearers,  that  we  have 
ftretched  out  our  hands  all  the  day  long  to  a  difobedi- 
ent  and  gainfaying  people  (a).  Oh,  how  (hall  we  be 
able  to  advance  this  dreadful  teftimony  againd  the 
children  of  our  deareft  friends,  againd  thole  whom 
we  tenderly  loved,  and  whofe  faivation  we  would  have 
purchafed  with  any  thing,  but  our  own  !  yet  this 
is  mu*  profpeft  with  regard  to  you  ;  and  we  may  leave 
it  to  you  to  judge,  whether  it  mud  not  fadden  our 
fouls. 

Now  pardon  me,  my  friends,  if  I  tell  you,  that 
we  may  rcafonably  expeft,  that  an  argument  of  this 
nature  fhould  not  be  defpifed.  I  hope  it  is  no  breach 
of  modedy  to  fay,  that  we  have  not  deferved  fo  ill  at 
your  hands,  as  that  our  joy  or  our  didrefs,  Ihould  be 
indifferent  to  you.  In  all  the  common  affairs  of  life, 
we  would  cheerfully  ferve  you  to  the  utmod  cf  our 
power,  and  therefore  at  lead  reafonably  expe/ft  to 
Hand  on  a  levehwith  the  red  of  your  friends  in  like 
eircumdances.  And  our  character  as  rniniders,  if  we 
be  careful  to  anfwer  it,  gives  us  fome  peculiar  claim 
to  your  regard.  For  you  we  .give  up  many  more 
fplendid  pro fp efts  in  life,  which,  in  other  employ¬ 
ments,  we  might  poffibly  have  fee ured  ;  for  you  wo 
lay  out  our  time  and  our  drength,  in  ftudy,  in  prayer, 
and  in  preaching.  We  bear  you  upon  our  hearts  in 
our  public  mini  ft  rations,  and  our  private  retirements; 
(and  God  is  witnefs  with  what  fincerity).  Nor  would 
we  vcfufe  thole  laborious  fervices,  which,  in  human 
probability,  might  haden  upon  us  the  infirmities  of 
age,  and  the  approach  of  death,  if  they  might  be  the 
happy  means  of  your  conversion  and  faivation.  And 
is  this  the  reward  of  all  our  friendly  care  ?  to  weaken 
our  hands,  to  grieve  our  fouls,  and  to  behave  in  iuch 
a  manner,  that  the  more  tenderly  we  love  you,  the 
more  deeply  we  mud  be  afflicted  by  you  ? 

Many  of  you  treat  us  with  a  great  deal  of  humani¬ 
ty  and  decency ;  with  the  appearances  of  affeftion 
and  edeem.  You  are  ready  to  ferve  us  in  the  com¬ 
mon 


(a)  Rom.  x«  21* 
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mon  friendfhip,  and  would  exprefs  your  icfentment 
if  you  faw  us  injured,  in  adieus,  or  in  wore  ..  VVe 
thankfully  acknowledge  your  goodnefs  in  fuch  .m  auces 
as  thefe  ;  but  permit 'us  to  aik  you,  why  you.wiil  not 
be  fo  kind  and  fo  grateful  to  us,  as  to  take  c  ue  of 
your  own  fouls,  when  nothing  could  oblige  us  more 
than  a  fuch  a  care,  and  nothing  tan  afflict  us  more 
than  the  neglect  of  them  ?  i^et  mo  conclude  tins  no  a  cl 
with  thofe  pathetic  words  of  the  a  poll  he,  if  tneie  be 
any  bowels  and  mercies,  fulfil  ye  our  joy  [a).  Ana 
let  me  intreat  you  to  conhder,  once  moic, 

a  That  the  propagation  of  religion  to  future  ge¬ 
nerations  does,  under  God,  chiefly  depend  up¬ 
on  you. 

For  this  reafon  the  pious  Ifraelitcs  are  reprefented, 
as  refolving  to  declare  the  wonderful  works  of  God 
unto  their  children,  that  the  generation  to  come  might 
know  them,  even  the  children  that  fhould  be  born, 
that  they  might  arife,  and,  in  their  turn  declare  them 
unto  their  children  and  10  me  intail  might  b- 

carried  on  to  the  remote!!  age s. 

Now,  my  brethren,  it  is  evident,  that  the  propa¬ 
gation  of  religion  to  fucceeding  generations  does, 
humanly  fpeaking,  depend  on  you  and  others,  who, 
with  you,  are  entering  upon  life.  It  you  are  under 
the  influences  of  ferious  godlinefs,  you  will  carry 
them  along  with  you  to  the  end  of  your  days;  and 
when  God  calls  you  into  families  of  your  own,  it  will 
be  your  defire  tnatyou  and  your  noui.es  may  ietvc  him 
^6'  .  Family-prayer,  and  famiiy-inllrudtion  win  be 
maintained  ;  you  will  be  teaching  your  cnildren  to 
know  the  Lord,  and  exhorting  them  to  ferve  him,  and 
praying  for  a  bleffing  on  thofe  endeavours  :  and  who 
knows  what  a  remarkable  bleffing  might  attend  them? 
Your  children,  under  the  imprdilons  of  fuch  an  edu¬ 
cation,  may  be  eminent  for  religion  as  you  have  been. 
They  may  be  equally  diligent  in  the  care  of  their  pos¬ 
terity, 

(<*)  Thii.  ii.  X,  2.  (G  P&lm  Lxviih  4—6..  (f)  Jolhv  xxiv,  15. 
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terity,  and  u-od  may  favour  them  with  equal  fuccefs '* 
an d  io  there  may  be  thoufands  of  your  remote  de¬ 
fendants,  who  never  favv  you,  nor  perhaps  heard  of 
your  name,  who  yet,  under  God,  may  owe  their  re¬ 
ligion  and  their  ha-ppinefs  to  you.  The  profped  of 
it  may  now  afford  you  a  fenfible  pleaftire  ;  and  it  is 
highly  probable  that  when  they  meet  you  in  the  regi¬ 
ons  of  the  invisible  world,  fuch  an  important  obligati¬ 
on  may  engage  them  to  treat  you  with  peculiar  refped 
and  affedion  ;  as  furely  all  oLher  obligations  will  ap** 
pear  trifling,  when  compared  with  this. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  you  negled  religion  your- 
fclves,  it  cannot  be  thought  you  will  be  much  con¬ 
cerned-  to  tranfmit  it  to  others.  You  would  hardly 
be  at  the  pains  to  give  them  good  inftru&ions  ;  fup- 
pohng  you  much  more  capable  of  doing  it  than  you 
can  exped  to  be  :  or  if  you  do  attempt  it,  thofe  in- 
flrudions  will  be  likely  to  have  little  effed,  when  they 
are  contradidedby  the  daily  language  of  your  example. 
Nay,  it  is  poffible  you  may  arrive  at  fuch  a  height  of 
wickednefs,  as  diredly  to  oppofe  pradical  godlinefs, 
and  breed  up  your  children  in  the  contempt  of  it; 
which  is  often  to  be  feen,  even  in  this  chriftian  coun¬ 
try.  And  what  do  you  think  will  become  of  fuch 
children  as  thefe  ?  If  you  have  been  fo  wicked,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  reftraints  of  a  ferrous  education, 
what  will  they  be,  who  mifs  of  the  advantages  you 
enjoyed,  and  mud  be  expofed  to  numberlefs  temptati¬ 
ons  from  which  you  were  free  ?  Shall  thefe  be  a  feed 
to  lervethe  Lord  ?  Shall  thefe  be  accounted  to  him  for  a: 
generation  ?  It  might  almofl  as  well  be  expeded,  that 
a  race  of  men  fhould  fpring  up  in  a  defart,  where  ro. 
human  creature  ever  appeared  before  them,  as  that 
true  chrrftianity  fhould  be  propagated  in  the  world  by 
children  of  fuch  an  education. 

And  have  you,  after  all,  fo  utter  an  indifference  to 
the  honour  of  that  Redeemer,  into  whofe  religion 
you  were  baptized,  and  whofe  name  you  bear,  as 
that  you  could  be  contented,  fliould  It  be  loft  in  the 
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world?  Was  it  for  this,  that  the  So  of  God  defeend- 

ed  from  heaven  that  he  might  publifli  the  gofpel  cove¬ 
nant,  and  expired  on  the  crofs  that  he  might  eitabhfli 
it  ?  Was  it  for  this  that  the  pious  labours  of  our 
anedtors  have  tranfmitted  this  religion  to  us  throng 
fo  many  fucceeding  ages;  and  fo  many  martyrs  have 
fealed  it  by  their  bufferings,  and  their  blood  .  Was  it 
for  this,  that  our  facred  liberties  have  been  fo  courage- 
oufly  afferted  by  the  bell  of  men,  and  almoll  rmracu- 
lou.fly  defended  by  the  hand  of  God  ?  For  this,  that 
the  precious  intail  fhould.  be  cut  off  by  us,  and  this 
invaluable  treafure,  the  charge  and  the  glory  of  10 
many  foimer  generations,  fhould  perilh  in  our  hands  . 
That  the  name  of  chriftianity  ffiould,  for  the  future, 
be  loll  in  the  world;  or  which  is  altogether  as  bad, 
that  it  fhould  fink  into  an  empty  name,  and  a  liielel s 
circle  of  unmeaning  forms  ?  Yet,  humanly  fpeakmg, 
this  mull  be  the  confequence,  if  you,  and  others  of 
the  riling  generation,  will  not  heartily  engage  in  t  c 
interells  of  it. 

Such  a  variety  of  arguments  concur  to  prove  the 
great  importance  of  the  rifing  generation.  They  are 
fo  plain  and  fo  weighty,  that  I  cannot  but  think, 
that  you,  my  brethren,  to  whom  I  have  particu.aily 
applied  them,  are  in  your  confciences  convinced,  thaU 

they  are  not  to  be  difputed. 

Flow  that  conviction  fhould  work,  I  have  not  Lime 
largely  to  fhew  you  ;  but  if  it  be  ferioully  and  deeply 
impreffed  on  your  minds,  you  cannot  long  be  at  a  lols 
for  proper  directions,  among  fo  many  pious  friends, 
and  excellent  books  ;  efpecially  if  you  confult  the 
feripture,  and  feek  for  the  teachings  of  the  bleffeci 
fpirit.  To  thefe  affiftances  I  heartily  recommend  you, 
and  omitting  many  other  reflections  which  would  na^ 
tu rally  arife,  fliall  conclude  my  difeourfe  with  one 
which  I  (hall  immediately  addrefs  to  another  pait  of 
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How  folic  itous  fhould  we  be  in  our  endeavours  for 
the  religious  improvement  of  the  rifmg  generati¬ 
on,  fmee  its  character  appears  of  fo  great  im¬ 
portance  ! 

We  have  all  our  concern  in  the  thought,  but  I 
would  particularly  recommend  it  to  thofe  of  you, 
who  are  parents  and  matters,  or  have  the  education 
of  youth  under  any  other  capacities  ;  imagine  not,  my 
friends,  that  it  is  an  inconfiderable  charge  which  is 
lodged  in  your  hands.  Providence  has  intruded  to  you 
the  hopes  and  the  fears,  the  joys,  and  the  forrows,  of 
many  hearts  and  of  many  families.  Future  generati¬ 
ons  will  have  reafon  to  applaud  or  deteft  your  memo¬ 
ry,  as  your  prefent  duty  is  regarded  or  neglecled  5 
and,  which  is  infinitely  more,  the  Father  of  the  SpL 
tuts  of  all  fiefh  will  require  a  ftridt  account  of  thofe 
precious  fouls  which  he  committed  to  your  care. 

It  is  not  for  me,  at  this  time,  to  diredl  you  at 
large,  as  to  the  particulars  of  your  duty  with  regard 
to  them*.  In  the  general  you  will  eafily  apprehend 
that  fome  methods  are  to  be  taken  to  inform  their 
minds  with  divine  knowledge,  and  to  imprefs  them 
with  an  affefhing  benfe  of  what  they  know.  And  ii 
you  find  the  work  attended  with  great  difficulty,  1 
hope  it  will  engage  you  thankfully  to  accept  of  the 
affittances  of  minifters,  and  other  chiittian  friends,, 
and  earnefily  to  implore  thofe  communications  of  the 
Spirit,  which  are  abfolutely  neceffary  to  make  them, 
effeflual. 

And  if  God  have  any  mercy  in  {lore  for  fo  fin- 
ful  a  nation  as  ours,  we  may  humbly  hope,  that,  irfc 
anfvver  to  our  united  {applications,  he  will  revive  his 
work  amongfl  us  in  the  midft  of  the  years  (a)  ;  and* 
according  to  the  tenor  of  his  promifes,  will  pour  out 
his  fpirit  on  our  feed,  and  hisbleffing  on  our  offspring  1 
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io  that  they  may  fpring  up  before  him  as  the  grafs, 
and  as  willows  by  the  water-courfes ;  and  calling 
themfelves  by  the  name  of  Jacob,  and  fi.bfcnh.ng  with 
their  hands  unto  the  Lord  (b),  may  be  acknowledged 
by  him  as  a  generation  of  his  people.  ^V'"^RM0N 

*  Something  of  this  kind  I  have  fmce  attempted  in  the  Ser- 
on  toe  Religions  Edition  of  Children,  wh.cn  will  now  be 
reprimed  in  the  fame  form  with  thefe  ;  though  1  have  there 
been  obliged  to  repeat  fome  thoughts  which  occur  here,thougn, 
ja  different  words,  and  in  a  different  \itw, 

(b)  I  fa*  xliv.  3 — -5»: 
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CHRIST  FORMED  IN  THE  SOUL,  THE  ONLY 
FOUNDATION  OF  HOPE  FOR  ETERNITY. 


G  A  L.  iv.  in. 


My  little  Children  of  whom  I  travail  in  Birth  again  t 
until  Chrijl  be  formed  in  you . 

> 

IT  was  the  unhappy  cafe  of  Agrippa,  that  though 
almoft,  he  was  only  almoft,  perfuaded  to  be  a 
ehriftian  (a)  ;  and  I  fear,  it  is  now  the  cafe  of  many, 
and  particularly  of  many  young  perfons,  who  have- 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  religious  education.  I 
believe  it  is  difficult  to  find  any  amongft  them,  who 
have  not  been  brought  under  fome  ferious  impreffions 
betimes.  With  regard  to  the  internal  operations  of 
the  bleffed  fpirit,  as  well  as  external  means,  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  life  is  generally  to  them,  in  a  peculiar  fenfe,. 
the  day  of  their  vifitation  ;  and  they  often  feem  to 
know  it,  and  in  fome  meafure  to  improve  it  :  but  in 
too  many  infiances,  we  find  their  goodnefs  as  a  morn¬ 
ing  cloi/d,  and  as  the  early  dew  which  foon  pafleth 
away  ( b ).  The  blolfoms  open  fair  and  beautiful,  and 
give  a  very  agreeable  profpeft  of  the  plentiful  fruits 
of  hoi  inefs  in  life,  but  too  often  when  ftorras  of  tempta¬ 
tion  and  corruption  arife,  the  goodly  appearance  is 
kid  in  ruins  ;  the  bloffoms  do  as  it  were  fall  to  the 

ground? 

(«)  Ads  xxvb  Q)  Hof,  vi,  4«- 
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ground,  and  leave  the  tree  bladed  and  naked  ;  or  at 
be ffc  only  covered  over  with  leaves  of  an  external  pro* 
feffion,  which,  however  green  and  fiourifhing  they 
may  for  the  prefent  be,  will  not  at  lad  fecure  it  from 
being  cut  down,  and  cad  into  the  burning.  Though 
they  for  a  while  had  efcaped  the  pollutions  of  the 
world  through  luff,  they  arc  afterwards  entangled  and 
fubdued  ;  and  the  confequence  is,  they  prove  a  fcandal 
to  religion,  and  a  difeouragement  to  others,  till,  in 
the  end,  they  bring  aggravated  dedrudtion  on  them* 
felves  ;  fo  that  on  the  whole,  as  the  apodle  mod  juft' 
ly  obferves,  it  bad  been  better  for  them  not  to  have 
known  the  way  of  righteoufnefs,  than  thus,  after 
they  have  known  it,  to  turn  ande  from  the  holy  com¬ 
mandment  (a). 

This  may  be  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  mu¬ 
tability  of  human  nature  in  general,  and  particularly 
to  the  levity  and  inconfiftency  of  youth,  in  conjunction 
with  the  force  of  thofe  temptations  of  hie  which  con¬ 
tinually  furround  and  prefs  upon  them.  Yet  I  appre¬ 
hend  this  is  not  all,  but  that  it  is,  in  part  to  charg¬ 
ed  on  jfomething  defective,  even  in  their  bed  days,  on 
their  reding  in  fomething  fhort  or  real  religion,  and 
a  true  laving  change.  Solomon  had  feen  rcafon  to- 
fay,  there  is  a  way  that  feemeth  right  to  a  man,  but 
the  end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death  ( h )  :  atid  I  be¬ 
lieve  every  condderate  perfon  wid  be  ready  to  own, 
that  in  order  to  prevent  fo  fatal  a  deludon,  and  alt 
the  train  of  mifehtefs  which  may  follow'  upon  it,  great 
care  Ihould  be  taken  in  dating  this  important  queftion  ; 
«  What  is  the  true  and  folid  bads,  on  which  we  may 
44  fecurely  ground  our  eternal  hopes  it  ts  a  que (lion 
of  the  highelt  importance,  and  the  mod  univerlal  con¬ 
cern,  both  to  the  aged  and  the  young;  fo  that  I  trud 
I  need  not  offer  any  apology  for  complying  with  the 
requeff  of  a  pious  and  judicious  friend,  who  recom¬ 
mended  this  fubjeft  to  our  condderation,  at  this  time 
and  on  this  occadon. 

la 

(a)  fc..Pet.  ii.  21.  (£)  Prov,  xiv.  iz. 
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In  profecution  of  this  defign,  I  have  made  choice 
of  thefe  words  of  the  apollle,  which  I  have  now  been 
reading,  and  which  may,  without  offering  any  violence 
to  them,  be  very  fairly  and  naturally  accomodated  to 
the  prefent  purpofe. 

It  is  plain,  from  many  paffages  in  this  epifide,  that 
the  great  apollle,  who  had  planted  the  chriflian  church 
among  the  Galatians,  had  reafon  to  fear,  that  many, 
who  were  by  prefeflion  its  members,  were  not  fufficl* 
ently  ellablifhed  in  their  holy  faith.  It  is  probable, 
that  he  himfelf  had  an  opportunity  of  making  but  a 
fhort  (lay  among  them  ;  and,  partly  through  their 
own  negligence  and  prejudices,  and  partly  through 
the  artful  attempts  of  falfe  teachers  in  the  abfence  of 
St.  Paul,  they  appear  to  have  fallen  into  a  fet  of  no¬ 
tions,  and  a  conduft,  which  tended  not  only  to  im¬ 
pair  the  glory,  but  to  fubvert  the  very  foundation, 
of  the  gofpel,  and  with  it  the  foundation  of  their  own 
eternal  hopes.  Of  this  the  apollle  does,  in  a  very 
awful  manner,  admonifh  them.  He  tells  them,  in  the 
very  beginning  of  his  epillle,  that  he  marvelled  that 
they  were  fo  foon  removed  Horn  him  that  called  them, 
(and  from  the  principles  he  had  taught  them)  into 
another  gofpel  (<a).  And  afterwards  he  ufeth  thefe 
very  free  and  emphatical  words  :  O  foolifh  Galatians, 
who  hath  bewitched,  or  enchanted  you,  that  you 
fhould  not  obey  the  truth  ?  Are  you  fo  foolifh  ?  Hav¬ 
ing  begun  in  the  fpirit  (having  profeffed  to  embrace 
the  gofpel,  and  (hewn  the  appearances  of  feme  zeal 
for  it),  can  you  now  hope  to  be  made  perfect  by  the 
ffe fir  or  by  the  ritual  and  carnal  ooiervances  of  the 
Mofaic  inftituticn  ?  Is  it  thus  that  you  difgrace  all 
you  have  done,  and  ail  you  have  borne  for  Chnii  , 
Have  you  then  iuffered  fo  many  things  in  vain  (<7;  i 
On  the  whole,  he -tells  them,  he  was  ready  to  appre¬ 
hend  that  all  the  agreeable  hopes,  he  had  once  en¬ 
tertained  concerning  them,  would  be  buried  in  ever¬ 
lasting  difappointment,  and  that  it  would  appear, 

(.2)  Gal.  i.  6.  .  C7)  Gab  hi*  X- — 4. 
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lie  had  bedowed  upon  them  labour  in  vain  (a). 
Thus  did  he  (land  in  doubt  of  them  (£);  and  that 
doubt  pierced  his  heart  with  the  mod  tender  con¬ 
cern,  and  brought  upon  him,  as  it  were  a  fecond 
time,  thofe  pangs  of  foul  which  he  had  felt  on 
their  account,  when  he  faw  them  in  all  the  ignorance 
and  wickednefs  of  their  gentile  date.  He  was  hard¬ 
ly  more  folicitous  that  they  might  be  turned  from 
dumb  idols  to  the  living  God,  than  he  was  now,  that 
they  might  give  convincing  evidences  that  Chrid  was 
formed  in  them,  i.  e.  that  they  had  cordially  receiv¬ 
ed  and  digeded  the  gofpel,  and  that  their  hearts  were 
delivered  into  the  mould  of  it  (c)  ;  which  it  did  not 
appear  they  were,  while  they  were  thus  making  void 
the  grace  of  God,  and  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith,  by 
adhering  to  the  foolifh  and  pernicious  doflrine  of  the 
necefiity  of  feeking  their  judidcation,  in  part  at  lead, 
by  the  obfervation  of  the  Mofaic  law. 

This  feems  to  be  the  mod  natural  fenfe  of  the 
words  of  the  text,  where  firch  a  latitude  of  expref- 
fion  is  ufed,  as  the  apodle  elfeWhere  feems  to  dudy, 
on  purpofe  to  render  his  writings  univerfally  edifying, 
and  ufeful  to  them,  whofe  particular  circumdances  in 
life  are  widely  different  from  thofe  of  the  perfohs  to 
whom  they  were  originally  addreffed. 

As  to  the  in ^rodu&ory  words,  my  little  children, 
we  cannot  imagine  they  refer  to  the  age  of  thofe 
to  whom  the  apodle  wrote.  The  evident  defign  of 
them  is,  to  exprefs  that  kind  of  parental  tendernefs 
which  he  entertained  for  them,  like  that  which  a  mo- 
ther  hath  for  an  infant  with  which  die  travails  in 
birth  again.  My  little  children,  of  whom  I  travail 
in  birth  again,  till  Chrid  be  formed  in  you. 

It  would  be  eafy  to  multiply  obfervations  from  the 

words.  I  might  efpecially  take  occafion  to  drew, _ 

that  it  is  poffible,  thofe  that  once  feemed  very  hope¬ 
ful,  and  dill  maintain  an  external  profeffion,  may  ap¬ 
pear  after  all,  in  fuch  dangerous  circumdances,  that 
judicious  miniders,  and  other  Chridian  friends,  may 

be 

{aJ  Gal,  chap.  iv.  XI,  (b)  Chap.  i.v.  30,  O  Rom,  vi,  17, 
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be  thrown  into  a  great  deal  of  perplexity  and  agony 
on  their  account ;  — -and  that  the  great  thing  neceflary 
to  eftablifh  their  fafety,  and  the  comfoit  of  thofe  con¬ 
cerned  for  them,  -is,  that  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  be 
formed  in  them. 

That  I  may  more  particularly  illuftrate  and  im¬ 
prove  the  text,  and  take  in  what  is  moll  important  in 
thefe  remarks,  I  will 

I.  Confider  feveral  things,  on  which  men  are  rea¬ 
dy  to  build  a  falfe  confidence,  which  will  bring 
them  into  danger,  and  their  judicious  friends 
into  perplexity  on  .their  account. 

21.  I  will  endeavour  to  drew  you,  what  is  the  only 
folid  foundation  of  their  own  hopes,  .  and  the 
joys  of  others  with  regard  to  them  ;  which  is  here 
exprefied  by  Chrift  formed  in  them.  And  then, 

III.  I  {hall  conclude  with  fome  more  particular 
improvement,  m  proper  mierences  from  the 
whole. 

Thefe  are  plainly  matters  of  tmiveifal  importance  ; 
but  as  I  am  now  peculiarly  addrdling  myfelf  to  young 
perfons,  I  {hall  endeavour  to  fix  on  thofe  thoughts 
which  may  be  moft  remarkably  fuitable  to  them  :  for 
I  am  much  more  concerned  that  my  difcourfe  may  be 
ufeful,  than  that  it  may  he  critically  regular  and  exatl. 
I  hope  there  are  many  amongft  you,  who  are  experi¬ 
mentally  acquainted  with  the  vitals  of  cnniiianity, 
and.  have  received  from  above  an  incorruptible  feed 
(a).  Hi  ere  are  others,  to  whom  i  mu  ft  fay  with  the 
apoftle  to  the  Galatians,  I  Hand  in  doubt  of  you  (b>  ; 
aod  to  fuch,  I  hope,  I  can  apply  myfelf  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  text,  Ivly  little  children,  of  whom  I  tia- 
vail  in  birth  again,  till  Chrift  be  formed  in  you.  Par¬ 
don  me,  if  in  this  inftance  1  am  jealous  over  you  with 
o-odly  jealoufy  (c).  I  would  endeavour,  with  the  fin- 

ceieft  and  tendered:  affedxion,  and  with  fuch  freedom 

as 

(<7)  i  Pet.  i.  a 3*  (<Q  Gab  iv.  2o.  (0  *  Cor.  xi, 
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as  the  importance  of  the  cafe  requires,  to  guard  you 
again#  thofe  fandy  foundations,  which  will  bury  you 
and  your  hopes  deep  in  eternal  ruins  ;  and  to  direct 
you  to  the  rock  of  ages,  ori  which  they  who  build 
fhall  never  be  afhamed. 

I  therefore  intreat  your  ferious  attention,  and 
would  humbly  afk,  both  for  myfelf  and  you,  the 
teachings  of  that  bleffed  Spirit,  whofe  peculiar  office 
it  is,  in  the  moft  efficacious  manner,  to  fhew  us  our 
danger  and  our  remedy  ;  to  aid  the  labouring  minds 
of  minifters,  and  to  caufe  them  to  fee  with  fatisfavftioa 
the  travail  of  their  fouls  (d),  while  he  gives  to  their 
hearers  a  new  birth  and  immortal  life,  by  forming 
Chriil  in  them. 

I.  I  am  to  caution  you  again#  fevers!  things  on 
-which  young  perfons  are  peculiarly  prone  to  build  a 
falfe  and  precarious  confidence. 

And  here  let  me  particularly  intreat  yon,  as  you 
love  your  fouls,  and  value  your  eternal  hopes, — -that 
you  tiuft  not  to  the  privileges  of  your  birth,— or  the 
re£litnde  of  your  fpeculations  in  matters  of  religion, 
—or  the  purity  and  frequency  of  your  forms  of  wor- 
fhip, — or  the  warmth  of  your  paffions, — or  the  moral¬ 
ity  of  your  conduct  ;  for  none  of  thefe  apart,  nor  e- 
ven  all  of  them  invited,  can,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  gofpel,  be  fuificieixt  for  your  fecurity  and  hap- 
pinefs. 

i.  Truft  not  to  the  privileges  of  your  birth  and 
education,  as  the  foundation  of  your  eternal 

You  are,  many  of  you,  the  feed  of  God’s  Fervants, 
perhaps  for  feveral  fucceeding  generations.  You  may 
be  ready  to  plead,  that  you  were  born  in  his  houfe, 
that  you  were  early  devoted  to  him  in  baptifm,  and 
have  been  brought  up  in  the  moft  regular  and  confci- 
entious  manner  :  you  have  been  furrounded  with  ho¬ 
ly  inftru&ions  and  correfpondeBt  examples  from  your 

D  infancy ; 

(a)  Ifa.  liii.  ii. 
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infancy  ;  and  repeated  fervent  prayers,  both  in  the 
family  and  in  feeret,  have  been  fent  up  to  heaven  upon 
your  account.  efe  are  indeed  fignal  advantages, 
and  you  may  juhly  rejoice  in  them  ;  for  in  -thefe  re- 
fpecis  you  are  the  children  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  re¬ 
joice  with  trembling,  for  our  Lord  hath  told  us,  that 
it  is  more  tnan  a  poffible  cafe,  that  the  children  of  the 
kingdom  may  be  call  out,  and  have  their  portion  in 
outer  darknefs  (a\  The  peculiar  regard  {hewn  to 
the  feed  of  Abraham  may  perhaps  be  abufed  by  fome 
of  you,  as  an  •  encouragement  to  thofe  prefumptuous 
hopes.  But  remember,  that  Ifumael  was  the  fon  of 
■  Abraham,  and  Efau  of  I-faac  ;  and-yet  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other,  inherited  the  bleffing  of  his  father. 
Remember  that  beautiful,  but  dreadful  parable, 
which  reprefents  a  wretched  creature  in  Hell,  that 
could  cry,  Father  Abraham,  and  yet  in  vain  added, 
have  mercy  upon  me,  and  fend  me  but  a  drop  ot 
water  to  cool  my  tongue  \b).  Cnee  more,  remem¬ 
ber  thofe  emphatieal  words  or  tne  Laptiic,  fo.  ex- 
prefsly  levelled  againft-  this  arrogant  prefumption  : 
think  not  (fays  he)  to  fay  within  yourfelves,  we  have 
Abraham  for  our  father:  for  I  fay  unto  you,  that 
God  is  able  of  thefe  hones  to  raife  up  children  unto 
Abraham  (r)  :  as  if  he-  fnould  have  Laid,-  “  The  pro- 
'  tnifes  made  to  thofe  who  are 'the  children  of  /iH  a- 
ham,  refpedt  not  merely  them  who  are  lineally  ce- 
a  fee nded  from  him,  but  thofe  who  a?e  the  heiro  ol 
it  his  piety  and  his  faith  ;  for  if  God  were  to  turn 

-  u  thefe  hones  into  men,  and  to  form  them  by  his 

s  fi  grace  to  a  holy  char  a  Her  and  temper,  fucli,  tnough 
st  defeended  from  no  human  parents  at  all,  would, 
c (  in  the  fenfe  of  the  promife,  be  children  bra¬ 

ce  ham  And  it  were  more  reafonable  to  expect  fucu 

a  transmutation,  than  that  God  ihould  acknowledge  ' 
a  generation  of  Vipers  as  his  people,  becaufe  tney 
were  derived  from  holy  ancehors.  On  the  contrary, 

-  God  dire&ly  affuresms,  that  if  the  fon  of  the  moh  re¬ 
ligious  father  forfake  the  way  of  virtue  and.holiiieis. 


a)  Matt.  viii.  IZ.  0)  Luke  xvi.  24. 
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?v.d  prove  as  the  degenerate  plant  of  a  ftrange  vine  (a), 
in  his  trefpafs  that  he  hath  trefpafled,  and  in  his  fin 
that  he  hath  finned,  in  them  {hall  he  die  (b).  And 
furely  herein  the  ways  of  the  Lord  are  apparently  e- 
qual  ;  for  it  is  mod  evident,  that  a  long  defeent  from 
God’s  people  is  a  reproach  and  condemnation,  rather 
than  an  honour,  to  thofe  who  abandon  that  good  old 
way  m  which  their  anceff'ors  have  trod,  and  as  it  were, 
cut  off  that  intail  of  piety  which  has  been  the  care  and  > 
the  glory  of  preceding  generations* 

2.  Truft  not  to  the  regularity  of  your  fentiments, 
in  matters  of  religion^  as  the  foundation  of  your 
eternal  hopes. 

So  various  are  the  workings  of  men’s  hearts,  and 
the  devices  of  Satan,  that,  if  I  miffake  not,  there 
are  fome  that  place  their  confidence  in  the  ftridfnefs, 
and  others  in  the  latitude,  of  their  religious  opinions  5 
but  the  one,  and  the  other,  will  appear  equally  vain, 
when  confidered  in  the  view  now  before  us. 

Some  may  poffibly  periuade  -themfelves,  that  their 
condition  is  fecure,  becaufe  their  fentiments  are  ortho¬ 
dox.  They  live  perhaps  in  the  midit  of  the  unbeliev¬ 
ing  and  profane,  and  fee  daily  contempt  and  derifion 
thrown  upon  the  bleffed  gofpel,  or  its  molt  glorious 
peculiarities;  but  through  the  influence  of  a  good 
education,  or  from  fome  other  principle  fhovt  of  true 
piety?  they  may  neverthelefs  not  only  hold  fad  the 
#  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints,  but  even  contend 
earneftly  for  it  (c)  :  nay,  they  are,  perhaps,  learned 
in  the  controverfies  of  the  times  ;  and  can  indeed  pro¬ 
nounce  concerning  them  in  a  very  rational  and  accu* 
rate  manner. 

If  this,  my  friends,  be  the  cafe  with  any  of  you, 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  happinefs  of  a  well-inform¬ 
ed  judgement,  hut 'muff  caution  you  againfl  miftak- 
ing  it  for  a  fandified  heart.  The  myftery  cf  faith, 
as.  the  apoille  himfelf  allures  us,  is  to  be  held  with  a 

U)  j  r.  ii,  7,1,  (/») 
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good  conscience  (a)  :  and  in  vain  do  yon  profefs  to 
retain  the  one,  while  you  make  Shipwreck  of  the  other. 
As  precious#  treafure  as  the  knowledge  of  the  truth 
is,  it  we  go  no  farther  than  mere  {peculation,  it  will 
be  to  you  u  b&t  as  a  talent  of  gold  to  a  man  finking 
“  in  the  fea,  which  only  fcrves  to  plunge  him  fo  much 
“  the  deeper  in  ruin*.’’ 

There  are  others  who  err  in  the  contrary  extreme. 
Orthodox  notions  are  their  banter,  rather  than  their 
confidence.  They  pride  themfelves  in  having  broke 
the  lhackles  in  which  others  are  confined,  and  in  fee¬ 
ing  through  the  mill  in  which  multitudes  have  been 
perplexed.  They  are  fenfible,  that  many  things 
which  divide  the  world  are  merely  controversies  about 
words  ;  and  are  not  much  concerned  about  others  in 
which  there  is  a  real  difference,  becaufe  they  are  well 
aware,  that  the  fundamentals  of  religion  lie  in  a  very 
little  room.  They  are  confident  of  the  innocency  of 
error,  and  the  fafety  of  an  honed  mind  under  thofe 
midakes  which  have  been  branded  by  the  fevered 
names.  A  wicked  life  is,  in  their  efteem,  the  only 
dangerous  herefy  ;  and  morality  the  only  thing  that 
is  worth  contending  about  5  charmed  with  their  own 
wifdom  and  happinefs  in  this  freedom  of  thought, 
they  look  down  with  pity  on  perfons  under  the  influx 
ence  of  a  contra&ed  education  and  narrow  fentiments, 
and  poffibly  mingle  their  pity  with  a  great  deal  of 
fcorn,  not  to  fay  indignation.  But  they  are  indeed 
themfelves  the  objects  of  much  jufter  pity,  if,  whilft 
they  glory  in  their  freedom,  they  are  the  fervants  of 
corruption  (b).  It  is  certain,  that  the  mod  gener¬ 
ous  {peculations  will  no  more  fave  men  of  unregen- 
crate  hearts,  and  unholy  lives,  than  the  moil  rigid 
and  fevere  fet  of  notions.  For  notions  and  {peculati¬ 
ons  are  in  their  nature  fo  far  (hort  of  real  goodnefs, 
that  if  there  he  nothing  more  than  thefe,  it  matters 
but  little  what  they  are.  Yet  one  cannot  forbear  ob- 
fervinp-  a  peculiar  and  molt  abfurd  inconfillency  in  the 

condud^ 

(.)  X  Tim,  i.  IQ.  *  Dr  Bates's  Works,  fjg.  .$>38. 

G  %  Pet,  ii,  1$ 


The  foundation  of  Hope,  4 1 

conduct  of  thofe,  who  think  fo  highly  of  themfelves, 
bccaufe  they  are  poffeffed  of  this  one  fpeculation,  that 
fpeculation  in  general  is  a  trifle,  and  morality  is  all  $ 
as  if  the  whole  of  morality  confided  in  bearing  this 
teflimony  in  its  favour.  1  with  inch  a  chara&er  were 
not  almofl  as  common,  as  it  is  for  men  to  be  bigots  in 
defence  of  catholicifm,  and  uncharitable  in  pleading 
the  caufe  of  charity.  If  this  be  the  cafe  with  any 
of  you,  out  of  your  own  mouth  mull  you  be  condemn-’ 
ed  fa) ;  and  we  may  juflly  apply  to  you,  in  the  midft 
of  your  felf-applaufes,  thole  awful  words  of  our  Lord  ; 
If  ye  were,  in  this  refpe£L  blind,  ye  would  compara¬ 
tively  have  no  fin  *,  whereas  now  you  have  no  cloak, 
or  excufe,  for  your  fin  {£). 

3.  Truft  not  in  the  external  forms  of  devotion, 
as  the  foundation  of  your  great  hopes  tor  eter¬ 
nity. 

You  are,  it  may  be,  joined  to  a  fociety,  which 
not  o»lyr  wears  the  chriftian  name,  but  feparates  itfelf 
from  many  other  profeffois,  under  the  apprehenfion, 
at  lead,  of  a  more  pure  and  fcriptural  worfhip.  You, 
perhaps,  fo  much  approve  and  efteem  this  worfhip,  as 
to  be  diligent  and  conilant  in  attending  on  the  public 
e'xercifes  of  it,  not  only  in  its  Hated  returns,  but  on 
occalional  opportunities.  You  fill  your  places  here 
from  time  to  time,  not  merely  in  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  your  parents  and  governors,  but  by  your 
own  voluntary  choice.  And,  it  may  be,  to  thefe 
you  add  the  forms  of  family-devotion  morning  and 
evening,  and,  podibly,  a  few  moments  of  daily  re¬ 
tirement  for  reading  and  prayer.  What  can  fuch  re¬ 
ligious  perfons  have  to  fear  ?  Nay,  rather  my  brethren, 
what  can  you  have  to  hope,  if,  while  you  draw  near 
to  God  with  your  mouths  and  your  lips,  you  remove 
your  hearts  far  from  him  (c)  ?  If  while  you  come  be* 

D  2  fore 

(A  Luke  .xix.  22.  (b)  John  h,  41.  xv.  22, 
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fore  bun,  as  his  people  come,  and  prefent  your  (elves 
in  the  poll  are  of  humble  worfhippers,  your  heart  be 
going  after  your  covetoufnefs  (a)  ?  God  hath  for  ever 
confounded  fuch  vain  preemption,  by  declaring,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  wicked  is  an  abomination  to  him 
( h }  ;  and  that  his  fliall  certainly  be  fo,  that  turns  away 
his  ear  from  hearing  the  law  (r),  i.  e.  that  refufes 
obedience  to  it.  The  fervant  that  knew  his  Lord's 
will,  and  did  it  not,  became  juftly  liable  to  be  beaten 
with  many  llripes  (d)  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered, 
if,  in  th  is  fenfe,  judgment  begin  at  the  houfe  of  God 
(#),  and  feize  fir  ft  on  thofe  who  affront  and  profane 
}ds  ordinances,  by  making  them  to  fuperfede  the  very 
things  which  they  were  originally  appointed  on  pur- 
pO  fe  to  promote. 

4.  Tried  not  to  the  warmth  of  your  paffions  in 
matters  of  religion,  as  the  foundation  of  your 
mod  important  hopes. 

Some  of  you,  to  whom  I  now  fpeak,  have  per¬ 
haps  experienced  very  bitter  agonies  of  confcience. 
You  have  been  roufed  from  the  deep  of  carnal  fecu- 
rity,  as  by  an  earthquake,  which  has  (hook  the  ve¬ 
ry  centre  of  your  fouls;  the  dames  of  hell  have 
feemed,  at  it  were,  to  da fh  in  your  faces  ;  and  all 
thefe  mingled  horrors  have  compelled  you  to  cry 
cut,  “  Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  undone!  oh,  what  (hall 
<<  I  do  to  be  faved  (/)  V9  And  yet  to  allude  to  the 
(lory  of  Elijah,  the  Lord  hath  not  been  in  the  earth¬ 
quake,  or  in  the  lire  (g).  Confider  to  what  pur- 
pofe  the  inquiry  after  fa!  vat  ion  hath  been  made,  and 
with  what  refolution  it  hath  been  purfued  ;  other- 
wife  you  may  he  iatany  deceived.  The  mutdereis 
of  Stephen  were  cut  to  the  heart  by  his  preaching 


ia )  ■> 
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(a)  ;  and  we  are  fare  that,  if  the  mod  deep  and  ter¬ 
rifying  convictions  could  have  fecured  a  man’s  falva- 
tion,  the  traitor  Judas  would  have  been  fafe,  who 
undoubtedly  felt  the  molt  violent  convulfions  of 
foul,  before  he  proceeded  to  that  dreadful  extre¬ 
mity,  which  fealed  him  up  under  everlafting  def- 
pair., 

But  vou  may  have  been  imprefled  with  the  Tweet¬ 
er  and  the  nobler  paflions  ;  you  have  not  only  trem¬ 
bled  at  the  thunder  of  the  law,  but  rejoiced  in  the 
mefiage  of  gofpel-grace  :  the  news  of  a  Redeemer 
has  been  welcome  to  your  fouls,  and  the  feet  of 
thofe  me  (Ten  gets  beautiful,  that  have  come  to  publifh 
peace  in  his  name  f b ),  You  have,  perhaps,  been 
melted  into  tears  of  pleafure  and  tendernefs,  when 
you  have  heard  the  reprefentation  of  his  dying  love  ; 
and  when  the  precious  promifes,  eftabliflied  by  it, 
have  been  unfolded,  and  the  profpeCts  of  eternal  glo¬ 
ry  difplayed,  your  minds  have  been  elevated  and  tranf- 
ported;  fo  that  you  have  hung,  aim  oft  with  a  trem¬ 
bling  eagernefs,  on  the  lips  of  the  fpeaker. —  I  readi¬ 
ly  acknowledge,  that  fuch  as  thefe  are  frequently 
the  workings  of  the  bleffed  Spirit  of  God,  upon 
the  fouls  of  his  people  ;  and  when  found  in  a  due 
connexion  with  the  great  effeCts  they  are  defigned  to 
produce,  are  highly  to  be  efteemed  and  rejoiced  in. 
But  remember,  i  entreat  you,  that  every  tear  of  ten¬ 
dernefs,  and  every  fally  of  joy,  doth  not  arife  from  fo 
divine  a  fpring.  You  might  weep  at  a  mournful  feene 
in  a  well-wrought  tragedy,  as  you  have  done  at  the 
ftory  of  a  Redeemer’s  bufferings  ;  you  might  find  your- 
felves  tranfported  with  a  fine  poetical  defeription  on 
a  Pagan  Elyfium,  or  a  Mahometan  Paradife,  juft  as 
you  have  been  with  the  views  of  a  Heavenly  Ca¬ 
naan,  which  gofpel-ordinances  have  prefented.  Mere 
f elf- love  might  be  the  foundation  of  fuch  a  joy  in  the 
tidings  of  pardon  and  happinefs,  without  the  leaft  de¬ 
gree  of  renewing  and  fanClifying  grace  ;  as  it  pro¬ 
bably 

(/)  A&s  vii.  54.  0)  I  fa.  lii,  7. 
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bably  was  in  thole  hearers,  reprefented  by  the  ftony 
ground,  who  immediately  received  the  word  with 
joy,  but  had  no  root,  and  fo  endured  but  for  a 
while  ( a ). 

But,  perhaps,  you  will  fay,  you  are  confident  it 
is  not  merely  felfiove  in  you,  for  you  have  often 
found  your  mind  imprefTed  with  a  grateful  lenfe  of*, 
the  divine  Goodnefs ;  fo  that,  when  you  own  it  be* 
fore  God  in  prayer,  or  converfe  with  his  faints  on 
the  copious  and  delightful  fubjedt,  your  fouls  flow 
forth  in  love  to  your  great  benefadtor,  and  you  look 
up  to  him  in  the  mod  thankful  acknowledgements  of 
his  favours. — If  it  be  a  gratitude,  .that  captivates  the  < 
foul  into  a  willing  obedience,  and  engages  you  to 
yield  yourfelves  living  facrifices  to  God,  then  is  Chriii 
formed  in  your  fouls,  and  you  are  not  the  perfons  to 
whom  I  would  give  the  alarm  :  on  the  contrary,  I 
would  rather  confirm  your  hopes,  and  rejoice  with 
you  in  them.  But  if  your  gratitude  does  not  rife 
to  this ;  if  it  reft  only  in  fome  tender  emotion  of 
mi  nd,  or  fome  .tranfient  external  exprefiion  cf  that 
emotion,  I  muft  faithfully  tell  you,  that  I  rear  it  is 
only  a  nobler  degree  of  that  natural  in  ft  in<ft  which 
caufetb  the  ox  to  know  his  owner,  and  the  afs  his 
mafter’s  crib  ( b ).  To  find  your  fpirit  in  this  manner 
does  indeed  pkinly  prove,  that  the  day  of  your  vifita-  - 
tion  is  not  entirely  paft  ;  it  proves  you  have  not  fin- 
ned  yourfelves  into  utter  infenfibility  of  foul;  nay, 
it  mav  poffibly  at  length,  through  the  communicati¬ 
ons  of  fandtifying  grace,  lead  you  on  to  real  religi¬ 
on,  and  to  eminent  attainments  in  it  :  but  at  prefent 
it  falls  far  fhort.  I  have  often  told  you.  (and  one 
can  hardly  repeat  it  too  often,  or  infill  too  earneftly 
upon  it,)  that  there  is  a  very  wide  difference  between 
a  good  Hate,  and  a  good  frame  ;  and  that  religion  is 
not  feated  either  in  the  undemanding,  or  in  the  paf- 
fions,  but  principally  in  the  will  ;  which,  in  t n is  dis¬ 
jointed  ftate  of  human  nature,  is  far  from  being  al¬ 
ways  in  a  due  harmony  with  either.  So  that,  on  the 
;  whole 


{a)  Matt,  xiii,  20 ,  21* 


b)  Ifa,  i.  3» 
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whole,  thofe  illuminations,  or  thofe  aiTe&ions,  on 
which  you  are  apt  to  lay  fo  great  a  flrefs,  are,  per¬ 
haps,  at  bed,  but  the  prepaiatory  workings  of  the 
Spirit  upon  your  minds,  which  if  they  are  not  im¬ 
proved  aright,  may  leave  you  more  hard,  and  more 
miferahle  than  they  found  you. 

5.  Truft  not  to  the  morality  of  your  behaviour,  as 
the  foundation  of  your  eternal  hopes. 

Morality  is  certainly  a  very  excellent  thing,  and  it 
were  fcandalous  indeed  for  any  profeffing  chriftian  to 
pour  contempt  upon  it.  Wherever  this  is  wanting, 
pretences  to  faith  and  chriftian  experience  are  not  on¬ 
ly  vain,  but  infolent  and  deteftable.  He  that  com- 
mitteth  fin,  is  of  the  devil ;  and  only  he  that  doth 
righteoufnefs  is  righteous  ( a )  :  nor  hath  the  grace  of 
God  ever  favingly  appeared  to  that  man,  through 
whatever  uncommon  fcenes  of  thought  he  may  have 
paded,  who  is  not  effe&ually  taught  by  it  to  deny  un- 
godlinefs  and  worldly  lulls,  and  to  live  foberly,  righ- 
teoufly  and  godly  ( b ).  But  it  will  by  no  means  fol* 
low  from  thence,  that  wherever  there  is  a  fober  and 
virtuous  conduct,  fuch  a  foul  is  pafled  from  death  to 
life.  If  the  whole  of  the  gofpel  be  wrapt  up  in  the 
rules  of  morality,  then  is  Chrift  dead  in  vain  ;  or,  at 
ieaft,  it  is  in  vain  that  the  notices  of  his  death  are 
published  to  us.  Beware,  I  entreat  you,  of  fo  per¬ 
nicious  an  error.  I  think  myfclf  obliged  moie  earned* 
ly  to  caution  you  againil  it,  becaufe,  while  the  devil 
is  attempting,  on  the  one  hand,  to  engage  feme,  un¬ 
der  the  fpecious  pretences  of  an  evangelical  fpirit,  to 
turn  the  grace  of  God  into  wantoanefs  (c),  he  ieems 
to  be  infnaring  others,  by  extolling  the  virtue  which 
he  hates,  in  order  to  lead  them  into  a  negjeflt  of  Chrift, 
and  his  righteoufnefs,  and  all  the  peculiarities  of  the 
gofpel- fcheme  of  falvation  ;  fo  that  it  is  difficult  on 
the  whole  to  fay,  which  of  thefe  devices  is  moft  de- 
ftr active  to  the  fouls  of  men. 

From 

C)  1  Jphn  iii,  7,  8 *  (6)  Tit,  ii,  10,  ii,  («•)  Jude  v cr.  4. 
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From  my  heart  I  rejoice  to  think,  there  are  fo  rrra* 
ny  among#  you,  my  young  friends,  whofe  character 
in  life  is  fair  and  unblemi/hed.  You  efcape  the  grolfer 
pollutions  of  the  world  ;  you  abhor  brutal  intemper¬ 
ance  ;  you  fcorn  the  mean  artifices  of  deceit,  and  re¬ 
nounce  the  hidden  things  of  difhonefty  (a)  ;  you  ho¬ 
nour  your  parents  and  fubordinate  governors  ;  you 
treat  the  miniilers  or  Chriit  with  refpedf  and  efteera ; 
you  are  affable  and  courteous  in, y-our  behaviour  to  all : 
and,  on  this  account,  we  behold  you  and  love  you  ; 
w-e  hope,  and  conclude,  you  are  not  far  from  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven  (■ b ).  But,  alas  !  if  things  reft  here, 
you  will  never  enter  into  it.  All  thefe  things  had  the 
young  man  in  the  gofpel  cbferved  from  his  youth  ( c )  ; 
and  many  of  you  have  feen,  in  a  very  large  and  beau¬ 
tiful  reprefentation,  how  lovely  a  youth  was  then  pe- 
nfhing  in  fin  *.  He  lacked  one  thing  ;  and  the  lack 
of  that  was  the  ruin  of  his  foul,  as  it  will  be  of  yours, 
if  you  are  deflitute  of  it. 

I  know  that  they  are  efpecially  in  danger  of  being 
deceived  here,  who  converfe  frequently  with  perfons 
of  an  abandoned  chara&er  ;  or  who  are  themfelves  re¬ 
formed  from  fome  grofs  irregularities  to  which  they 
were  once  addicted.  Comparing  themfelves  with 
others,  or  with  themfelves  in  a  more  licentious  and 
corrupt  ftate,  they  pronounce  a  favourable  fentence, 
and  conclude  they  are  fafe  and  happy:  but  let  me  in¬ 
treat  you,  my  friends,  that  you  would  rather  compare 
your  hearts  and  lives  with  that  perfeeft  law  of  God 
which  cannot  be  repealed  ;  weigh  yourfelves  in  that 
balance,  and  fee  whether  you  are  not  found  wanting 
there.  Review  even  the  upright  conduct  of  thefe 
days  of 'your  reformation,  and  then  fay  whether  there 
be  fuch  a  redundancy  of  merit  in  them,  as  will  not 
only  anfwer  prefent  demands,  but  atone  for  your  paft 

offences  too.  You  will  -foon  be  confounded  on  fuch 

•  •  « 

a  review.  You  will  foon  acknowledge  on  an  impartial 

examination,  that  the  bed -is  firorter  than  a  man  can 

ft  retch 

(a)  a  Cor.  iv.  2.  (J)  Mark  xli.  34.  (0  Mark  X.  20. 

*  Dr.  Watt’s  Sermon.  Voh,  h  Svr0  V.  VI.  „ 
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flretch  himfelf  upon,  and  the  covering  narrower  than 
he  can  wrap  himfelf  in  (a)  ;  that  neither  you,  nor 
any  living,  can  be  juftified  by  the  works  of  the  law 

(*)• 

I  will  conclude  this  head  with  ohferving,  that  the 
irftlance  of  the  bleded  apoftle  St.  Paul  ferves  well  to 
illuflrate  and  confirm  our  difcourfe,  in  each  of  the 
particulars  I  have  now  mentioned — Had  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  birth  and  education  been  a  fufficient  fecurity, 
Paul  had  been  fecure  before  his  converfion  to  chriftia- 
nity  ;  for  he  was  circumcifed  the  eighth  day,  of  the 
dock  of  Ifrael,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  (which 
had  not,  like  the  red,  revolted  from  the  houfe  of 
David)  ;  and  by  his  mother’s  fide,  as  well  as  his  fa¬ 
ther’s,  a  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews  (r).— -If  the  ex¬ 
acted  regularity  in  religious  notions,  or  the  dridlelt 
formality  in  the  externals  of  worfhip,  could  have 
lecured  a  man,  Paul  had  been  fecure;  for  he  was,  as 
touching  the  law,  a  Pharifee  ;  he  lived  according  to 
the  rigour  of  that  fedf,  and,  both  with  refpedt  to 
dodlrines  and  ceremonies  was  exceedingly  zealous  of 
the  traditions  of  the  fathers  ( d ). —  If  a  tranfport  of 
paffion  in  the  caufe  of  God  could  have  fecured  a  man, 
Paul  had  been  fecure  ;  for,  concerning  zeal,  or  with 
regard  to  that,  he  perfecuted  the  church,  and  wailed 
it  beyond  meafure  ( e ). — And,  ladly  ;  if  morality  of 
behaviour  could  have  done  it,  Paid  had  been  fecure; 
for,  touching  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  by  the  law, 
he  was  blamelefs  [f\  In  thefe  things  he  was  once 
io  weak,  and  fo  wretched,  as  to  place  a  great  deal  of 
confidence  ;  but  when  he  was  illuminated,  and  called 
by  divine  grace,  he  allures  us,  that  what  things  were 
gain  unto  him  before,  thofe  he  counted  lofs  for  (Thrift, 
i.  e.  he  molt  entirely  renounced  all  dependence  up¬ 
on  them.  Yea  doubtlefs  fays  he,  and  I  count  all 
things  but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge 
of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord.  Which  naturally  leads  me 
to  the  fecond  general  head,  where 

_  IX.  I  am 

W  Hi.  xxviii.  20.  (&)  Rom.  iii.  20.  (c)  Phil,  iii.  5. 

OO  G?'1  h  (e)  ver.  73.  (/)  Phil,  iii.  6—8. 
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II.  I  am  to  confider,  what  will  be  a  folid  foundati¬ 
on  for  hope  and  joy  when  all  thefe  precarious  depend¬ 
encies  fail. 

This  is,  with  the  utmoft  propriety,  expr efted  in 
the  text,  by  Chrift  formed  -in  the  foul ;  which  is 
exactly  parralkl  to  that  phrafe  in  Coloffians,  Chrift 
in  you,  the  hope  of  glory  ( d ),  which  is  there  men¬ 
tioned  as  an  epitome  of  the  gofpel,  the  riches  of  the 
glory  of  the  myftery  preached  among  the  Gentiles. 
When  Paul  could  fee  that  the  Galatians  were  brought 
to  this,  the  pangs  of  his  labouring  mind  would  be 
ended,  and  joy  and  confidence  would  fuccecd  ;  which 
is  plainly  intimated  in  the  words  of  the  text.  And 
when  you,  my  dear  charge,  are  brought  to  it,  pa¬ 
rents  and  minifters  may  rejoice  over  you,  and  you  will 
have  an  everlafting  fpring  of  hope  and  joy,  a  folid 
foundation  on  which  to  build  for  eternity. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  a  little  more  particularly  to 
explain  it  to  you}  and  let  me  intreatyou  to  turn  youi 
thoughts  inward,  that  you  may  judge  whether  you 
have  been  experimentally  acquainted  with  the  temper 
and  change  which  I  (hall  now  deferibe,  as  fignified  by 
this  remarkable  ex,preflion  in  the  text,  Child  formed 

in  you. 

Now,  l  think,  it  implies  thefe  three  things 
That  fome  aprehenfions  of  Chrift  have  taKen  hold 
of  the  heart  ;  that  the  man  is  brought  to  an  explicit 
choice  of  him,  and  deliberately  enters  into  covenant 
with  him  and  that,  in  confluence  of  both  thefe, 
fomething  of  the  temper  and  fpiri't  of  Chrift  is,  by 
divine  grace  wrought  in  his  foul.  I  will  touch  on 
each  of  thefe  ;  but  my  time  will  not  allow* me  tc 
manage  them  in  fo  copious  and  particular  a  manner 

as  they  well  deferve. 

i.  To  have  Chrift  formed  in  the  foul  fiippofes, 
that  fome  ferious  apprehenfions  of  Chrift  have 

taken  hold  of  the  heart.  - 


(d)  Col.  i,  a 7. 
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It  evidently  implies,  that  the  external  revelation  of 
him  hath  not  only  been  admitted  as  a  fpeculative 
truth,  but  attended  to  as  a  matter  of  the  higheil 
concern.  Previous  to  the  forming  of  Chrift  in  the 
foul,  there  mult  be  a  conviction,  that  we  are  natu¬ 
rally  without  Chrift,  and  that,  in  confequence  of 
this,  we  are  in  a  moil  unhappy  condition.  And 
this  conviClion  mult  ftrike  deep  upon  the  heart  ;  for 
till  the  evil  of  fin  be  fed,  what  can  make  the  news 
of  a  Saviour  welcome  ?  fince,  as  he  himlelf  has  de¬ 
clared,  the  whole  need  not  a  phyfician,  but  they  that 
are  lick  ( a ).  The  man  in  whofe  heart  Chrift  is  form¬ 
ed,  has  feen  himfelf  condemned  by  God’s  righteous 
law  y  has  feen  himfelf  equally  unable  to  anfwer  its  de¬ 
mands,  or  to  bear  up  under  the  execution  of  its  penal¬ 
ties.  And  feeling  this  to  be  no  light  matter,  but  the 
very  life  of  his  own  foul,  he  has  then  been  engaged 
with  the  greateft  ferioufnefs  and  earneftnefs,  to  cry 
out,  Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  undone  \h)  !  Oh  vrhat 
fhall  1  do  to  he  faved  (c)  ?  I  before,  told  you,  there 
may  be  thefe  convictions  and  awakenings,  where 
Chrift  is  never  formed  in  the  foul ;  and  I  now  add, 
that  the  degree  of  them  may  be  various,  according  to 
the  various  tempers  and  circumftances  of  different  per- 
fons  :  but  it  is  molt  evident,  that  fomething  of  this 
kind  muft  make  way  for  the  Redeemer’s  entrance, 
who  comes  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  .which  was  loft  (J) ; 
to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted  (e)  ;  and  to  give  reft: 
to  the  weary  and  heavy-laden  ( f).  And  I  the  rather 
infill  on  this ;  becaufe  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that 
flight  thoughts  of  fin,  and  of  the  mifery  of  our  natu¬ 
ral  eftate  bv  it,  have  been  the  principal  caufe  of  all 
the  infidelity  of  the  prefent  age,  and  are  daily  ruin¬ 
ing  a  multitude  of  fouls. 

2.  The  formation  of  Chrift  in  the  foul  doth  farther 
imply  an  explicit  choice  of  him,  and  a  deliberate 
entering  into  covenant  with  him. 

E  .  When 

Matt.  ix»  12.  (£)  !fa,  vi,  5,  (-)  Acts  xvj.  30. 

{d)  Luke  xix.  10.  (e)  Ifa.  Ixi.  1.  (/)  Matt.  xi.  2?>,  2c0 
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When  fuch  a  foul  hears  of  a  Redeemer,  and  of 
the  way  of  falvation  by  him,  exhibited  in  fcripture, 
it  cordially  approves  the  fcheme,  as  entirely  worthy 
of  its  divine  Author;  and  though  corrupt  nature 
raifes  up  a  thoufand  proud  thoughts,  in  a  vain  and 
ungrateful  rebellion  again  tt  it,  y£t  they  are,  by  Al¬ 
mighty  Grace,  fubdued  and  brought  into  captivity 
(a).  The  man  really  fees  fuch  a  fuitablenefs,  and 
fuch  an  amiablenefs,  in  the  bleffed  Jefus,  under  the 
charafter  in  which  the  golpel  reveals  him,  that  he 
judges  him  to  be  the  pearl  of  great  price  ;  and  as 
God  has  laid  him  as  the  foundation-ftone,  he  is,  in 
that  view,  inconceivably  precious  to  him  ( b ).  Far 
from  contenting  himfelf  with  applauding  this  plan, 
as  regularly  beautiful,  and  magnificent  in  general, 
'the  true  believer  is  folicitous,  that  he  may  have  his 
own  fhare  in  this  edifice  of  mercy  ;  and  that,  coming 
•  to  Chiift  as  a  living  .  ftone,  he  may  himfelf  be  one  of 
thofe,  who  fhall,  on  him,  be  built  up  for  an  habitati¬ 
on  of  God  through  the  Spirit  {c) .  When  he  confiders 
the  Lord  Jefus  reprefented  as  Handing  at  the  door  and 
knocking  (d)>  it  is  with  pleafure  that  he  hears  his 
voice,  and  opens  to  him,  and,  as  Zaccheus  did,  re¬ 
ceives  him  joyfully  [e).  He  regards  him  as  a  nail  fatt¬ 
ened  in  a  fure  place  (f)  i  on  which  he  can  joyfully 
fix  all  his  eternal  hopes,  infinitely  important  as  he  fees 
them  to  be.  And  while  he  thus  anchors  his  foul  on 
the  righteoufnefs,  the  atonement,  and  the  intercefliou 
of  a  Redeemer,  he  humbly  bows  to  his  authority,  as 
his  Lord  and  his  God  (g).  It  is  his  defire  to  Rat 
him  on  the  throne  in  his  heart,  andras  it  were  to  put 
into  his  hand  the  fceptre  and  the  fword,  that  all  the 
powers  of  nature  may  be  governed,  and  all  the  cor¬ 
ruptions  of  it  deflroyed  by  him.  In  a  word,  as  lie 
knows  that  Chrift  was  given  for  a  covenant  to  the 
people  {h)y  he  deliberately  fets  his  feal  to  that  cove¬ 
nant,  thereby  devoting  himfelf  to  Chritt,  and,  through 

him 

(*)  2  Cor.  x.  5.  (£)  -I  Pet.  ii.  6.  (0  Eph. 

(d)  Rev.  lii.  20.  (<?)  Luke  xix.  6.  C/0  s*ui#  % 3* 

(f)  John  xx,  38.  (£)  Ha.  xli*.  8. 


him  to  the  father.  Such  are  his  views,  his  purpofes, 
and  his  engagements;  and  by  divine  grace  he  is  ena*' 
bled  to  be  faithful  to  them.  Which  leads  me  to  add, 

3.  When  Chrift  is  formed  in  any  foul,  fomething 
of  the  temper  and  character  of  the  bleffed  Jefus  is, 
by  divine  grace,  wrought  there. 

I  might  with  eafe  multiply  feriptures  in  proof  of 
the  abfolute  necefiity  of  this ;  but  it  is  fo  obvious* 
that  you  mud  yourfelves  know,  how  exprefsly  it  is  re¬ 
quired.  You  know,  how  plainly  St.  Paul  lias  told 
us,  that  if  any  man  have  not  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  he 
is  none  of  his  (a)  :  and  where  the  fpirit  relides  Chrift 
dwells  in  the  heart  (If),  The  fame  mind,  or  temper, 
is  in  fuch  an  one,  as  was  alfo  in  Chrift  Jefus  (c)  ; 
and  as  he  profeiTeth  to  abide  in  him,  it  is  his  care  fo 
to  walk,  as  Chrift  alfo  walked  (d).  On  which  ac¬ 
count  the  true  chriftian  is  faid  to  have  put  on  Chrift 
(<?),  an  allulion  to  the  Hebrew  phrafe,  of  being 
clothed  with  any  temper  or  affe&ion,  that  greatly 
prevails  or  governs  in  the  foul*. 

It  is  a  very  pleating,  as  well  as  ufeful  employ  mem, 
to  trace  the  lineaments  of  the  temper  and  conduct  of 
Chrift  in  his  people.  Our  Lord  is  in  a  peculiar  fenfe 
the-  fon  of  God  ;  but  his  people  are,  through  him, 
taken  into  the  fame  relation,  for  they  have  not.  receiv¬ 
ed  the  fpirit  of  bondage  again  unto  fear,  though  they 
were  once  fubjeefted  to  it,  but  they  have  received  the 
fpirit  of  adoption  (/)  ;  and  becaufe  they  are  ions, 
God  hath  fent  forth  the  fpirit  of  his  fori  into  their  hearts; 
crying,  Abba,  father  (g).  By  this  fpirit  a  filial  tem¬ 
per  is  wrought  in  their  own  fouls,  by  which  their 
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ence  to  their  heavenly  father  is  fo  animated,  as  to  b3 
mod  honourable  and  grateful  to  him,  as  well  as  mod 
eafy  and  delightful  to  themfelves.  Under  the  influ¬ 
ences  of  this  fpirit,  the  ChriAian  defires  it  may  be 
his  character  now,  as  lie  ti  lifts  it  will  be  his  happinefs 
at  lad,  to  follow  the  Lamb  whitherfoever  he  goeth 
(a)  ;  to  follow  that  Jefus,  who  was  holy,  harmlefs, 
undefiled,  and  feparate  from  finners  (b).  He  is  in¬ 
deed  deeply  fenfible,  that  it  is  impolfible  for  him,  as 
the  Lord  did,  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs  (c)  ;  and 
therefore,  when  he  hath  done  all,  he  calls  himfelf  an 
unprofitable  fervant  (d).  Yet  he  feeth  fo  much  of 
the  eternal  beauties  of  holinefs,  fo  much  ludre  and 
glory  in  the  image  of  God?  as  drawn  on  the  foul  of 
man,  that  it  is  the  greated  concern  of  his  heart,  and 
labour  of  his  life  to  purfue  it.  Nor  would  he  only  ab- 
fiain  from  g roller  enormities  and  pradtife  thofe  virtues 
which  are  mod  honourable  amongft  men,  and  attended 
with  the  greated  fecular  advantage  ;  but  he  would,  in 
every  refpedt,  maintain  a  confcience  void  of  offence  (e\ 
and  perfe&  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God  (/:.  _  He 
hath  fo  affectionate  a  fenfe  of  the  riches  of  the  divine 
grace,  difpkyed  through  a  Redeemer,  in  adopting  fo 
unworthy  a  creature  as  himfelf  to  the  dignity  and 
privilege  of  a  fon  of  God,  that  he  often  cries  out, 
in  raptures  of  holy  gratitude  and  joy,  What  (hall  I 
render  to  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  towards  me 
(fj?  Infpired  with  this  noble  principle,  he  fearches 
iTis  father’s  will  impartially  ;  and  when  he  hath  diico- 
vered  it,  he  obeyeth  it  cheerfully,  and  it  is  his  meat 
and  his  drink  to  perform  it  (h).  He  loves  the  Lord 
his  God  above  all,  and  loves  his  fellow  creatures  for 
his  fake  as  well  as  their  own,  and  entertains  the  high- 
eft  veneration  and  affedlion  for  thofe  who  moft  heartily 
re  fo  ruble  his  father  and  their  father,  his  God  and  their 
G  >d.  It  is  his  prayer  and  his  endeavour,  that  he  may 

0.0  about  doing  good  ( i ),  and  be  ufeful  to  all  as  he 

hat  IV 


(a)  Rev.  xi v.  4. 
(,/)  Luke  ji v  1  i .  10. 

(cj  rial,  ex v i.  ii» 

O  / 


(/?)  Keb.  vii.  26. 
W  Ads  xxiv.  16. 
John  iv.  34.  (' 


(<r)  Mitt  iii.  15* 
(fj  2  Cor.  vii.  X* 
0  Ads  x.  3.8. 
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hath  opportunity  [a)  ;  that  he  pafs  through  the  world 
with  a  holy  moderation  and  fuperiority  of  foul,  to  the 
things  which  are  feen,  and  are  temporal  (b)  ;  thank¬ 
fully  owning  every  mercy  as  proceeding  from  God’s 
paternal  love  and  care,  and  ferenely  fubmitting  to 
every  afdidlon,  as  the  cup  which  his  father  puts  in¬ 
to  his  hand  ( c ).  In  a  word,  he  defires,  that  in  all 
the  varieties  of  life  he  may  ill’ll  be  intent  on  the 
views  of  an  everlafling  inheritance  ;  humbly  look¬ 
ing  and  longing  for  that  blefled  hope  (d),  yet  wil¬ 
ling  patiently  to  wait  his  father’s  time  :  having  this 
conflant  expectation,  and  reviving  aflurance,  that 
whether  he  live th ,  he  fhall  live  unto  the  Lord,  or 
whether  he  dieth,  he  fhall  die  unto  the  Lord  ;  fo  that 
whether  he  live  or  die,  he  fhall  be  the  Lord’s  (e). 

’  This  is  the  chriftian; — this  is  the  man  in  whom 
Oh  rift  is  formed  ;  or,  rather,  thefe  are  fome  faint 
lineaments  of  his  chara&er  :  and  1  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  he  who  cannot  difcern  fomething  in  it, 
even  as  thus  imperfeCtly  defcribed,  which  is  vadiy 
fuperior  to  that  morality  and  decency  of  behaviour. 
Which  arifes  merely  from  prudential  views,  or  from 
the  fweetnefs  and  gentlenefs  of  a  man’s  natural  tem¬ 
per,  is  funk  below  the  boaffed  religion  of  nature,  and 
mufi  take  refuge  in  the  wretched  principles  of  Athe- 
ifm;  if  he  would  pretend  to  form  any  thing  of  a  con¬ 
fident  fcheme.  But  now, 

III.  I  mull  conclude  with  hinting  at  fome  reflec¬ 
tions  and  inferences,  which  my  time  will  not  allow 
me  to  handle  at  large. 

V 

I.  How  important  is  it,  that  miniders  fhould  lead 
young  perfons  into  fuch  views  as  thefe  1 

Our  great  and  important  bufinefs  in  life  is  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  eternal  happinefs  of  our  hearers,  and  to  lay 
a  folid  foundation  of  hope  and  joy  in  their  fouls.  We 

have 

(?;  G:ii#  v>  io.  ( b )  2,  Cor.  iv.  18.  (f)  J  ,{)n  xvi:..  II, 

W  Tit,  iir  13,  (<?)  Rom,  xiv.  b. 
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have  feen  now  what  it  is,  and  other  foundation  cats; 
no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jefus  Chrili  (a). 
Here  then  let  all  oui  labours  centre.  It  is  the  good 
old  way,  m  which  our  fathers  in  the  minidry  went, 
and  in  which  they  profpered.  Let  us  follow  their 
ileps,  and  c>:crt  our  moll  vigorous  efforts  here. 
Modern  refinements  may  amufc  us  in  our  clofets,  but 
they  will  never  feed  the  fouls  of  our  hearers,  nor 
ipread  the  triumphs  of  a  gofpel,  which  was  the  pow« 
cr  of  God  to  the  falvation  of  thoufands,  before  they 
were  ever  dreamt  of.  I  hope,  God  is  my  witnefs, 
that  I  am  heartily  concerned  for  the  intereft  of  virtue, 
(if  by  that  be  meant  the  advancement  of  practical 
religion)  ;  but  I  never  expedl  to  fee  it  promoted  by 
the  mod  philofophical  fpeculations  concerning  its  na¬ 
ture,  or  the  fined  harangues  of  its  innate  beauties, 
when  the  names  and  peculiar  dodlrines  of  Chrid  are 
thrown  off,  as  unfafhionable  incumbrances  of  a  dif- 
courfe.  Experienced  chridians,  who  have  tafted  the 
bread  of  life,  will  not  contentedly  be  put  off  with 
fuch  chaff :  and  if  we  imagine  that  the  younger  part 
of  our  auditors  may  be  trained  up  to  a  relidr  for  it, 
we  may,  perhaps,  fucceed  in  the  attempt  ;  but  I 
much  fear,  that  fuccefs  will  be  the  calamity  of  the 
church,  and  the  dedrudion  of  fouls*. 

2.  We  may  learn  from  hence,  what  are  the  mod 
valuable  proofs  of  parental  affection. 

Certainly  there  is  no  reafon  to  efteem  as  fuch,  that 
fond  indulgence  which  differs  ill  habits  to  grow  up. 

the  young  mind,  and  fears  its  prefent  didurbance 
more  than  its  future  ruin  :  no,  nor  yet  the  more  pru¬ 
dent  care  of  providing  plentiful  and  agreeable  accom¬ 
modations,  for  the  fubfidance  and  delight,  of  your  in¬ 
fant  offspring,  as  they  advance  to  maturity  and  fet- 
tlement  in  life.  1  hefe  things  indeed  are  not  to  be 

negleded  ; 

( a )  l  Cor.  iii.  IT.  . 

*  The  au  nor  has  taken  a  greater  freedom  on  this  head, 
as  the  diicourfe  was  delivered  before  feveral  candidates  foc 
the  mini  dry,  for  whom  he  had  dine  peculiar  concern. 
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negle&ed ;  but  wretched  are  the  children,  and  I  will 
add,  the  parents  too,  where  this  is  the  principal  la¬ 
bour.  Would  you  exprefs  a  wife  and  religious  ten- 
dernefs,  for  which  your  children  fhall  have  reafon  to 
thank  you  m  their  dying  moments,  and  to  meet  you 
with  joy  in  the  interviews  of  the  eternal  world  ?  do 
your  utmofLthat  Chrift  be  formed  in  their  fouls;  and 
let  them  plainly  fee,  that  you  even  travail  in  birth 
again,  till  this  happy  work  be  aocomplifhed.  But 
this  leads  me  to  add, 


3.  What  need  is  there  of  the  work  of  the  divine 
Spirit  on  the  heart,  in  order  to  the  laying  this 
great  foundation  ? 

The  language  of  the  text,  which  fpeaks  of  Chrift 
formed  in  us,  naturally  leads  our  thoughts  to  fome 
agent,  by  whom  the  work  is  done  ;  and  when  you 
con  fide  r  what  kind  of  a  work  it  is,  I  appeal  to  your 
own  confciences,  whether  it  is  to  be  thought  merely 
a  human  production  ?  Were  it  only  a  name,  a  cere¬ 
mony,  a  (peculation,  or  a  paffion,  it  would  not  be 
worth  a  moment’s  difpute,  whether  you  or  we  (ho n id- 
have  the  glory  of  it.  But  as  it  is  nothing  Iefs  than 
the  ti  ansfoi  mat  ion  of  a  corrupt  and  degenerate  crea¬ 
ture  into  the  holy  image  of  the  fon  of  God,  it  were 
impiety  for  either  to  arrogate  it  to  ourfelves. 

Let  us  therefore,  on  the  whole,  learn  our  duty  and 
our  wifdom.  Let  the  matter  be  brought  to  a  feri- 
ous  and  immediate  review,  and  let  us  judge  ourfelves 
by  the  chara6(ei  defended,  as  thofe  that  expetf  very 
(liortly  to  be  judged  of  the  Lord.— -If,  on  the  ex¬ 
amination,  any  of  you  have  reafon  to  conclude  tha*- 
you  are  ft  rangers  to  it,  remember  that  the  invincible 
battery  of  the  word  of  God  demolifnes  ad  the  tower¬ 
ing  hopes  you  may  have  raiftd  on  any  other  foun¬ 
dation.  ;  Let  conscience  then  fay,  whether  any  amufe- 
inent,  or  any  bufinefs  in  life,  be  fo  important,  as  to 
be  attended  to,  even  for  oik  Tingle  day,  in  negleCl  of 

tliis 
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this  great  concern,  on  which  the  happinefs  of  an  im¬ 
mortal  foul  is  fufpended.  If  nothing  be  indeed  found 
of  greater  moment,  apply  yourfelves  ferioufly  to  this, 
and  omit  no  proper  and  rational  method  of  fecuring 
it.  Confider  the  ways  by  which  Chrift  ufes  to  enter 
into  a  foul,  and  wait  upon  him  in  tbofe  ways.  Re¬ 
fit  61  ferioufly  on  your  prefent  condition  ;  conftantly 
attend  the  inftru&ions  of  his  word,  and  the  other  fo- 
lemnities  of  his  worfhip  ;  and  choofe  to  converfe  in¬ 
timately  with  thofe,  in  whom  you  have  reafon  to 
think  he  is  already  formed.  But  in  all  remember, 
that  the  fuccefsdepends  upon  a  divine  co-operation,  and 
therefore  go  frequently  into  the  prefence  of  God  by 
prayer  ;  go  into  it  this  day,  or  if  poffible  this  hour,  and 
importunately  intreat  the  regenerating  and  fandfifying 
influences  of  his  fpirit,  which  when  you  earneftly  de¬ 
fire  them,  the  gofpel  gives  you  fuch  ample  encourage¬ 
ment  to  expeft. — But  if  you  have  reafon  to  hope, 
that  you  have  already  received  them,  learn  to  what 
the  praife  fhould  be  aferibed  ;  and  let  it  animate  you 
to  pray,  that  through  farther  communications  from 
the  throne  of  grace,  you  may  be  made  continually 
more  and  more  like  to  your  Redeemer,  till  you  are 
prepared  for  that  world,  where  you  fhall  (hire  forth 
in  his  complete  refemblance,  and  fhall  find  it  you? 
complete  and  eternal  felicity.  Amen. 


SERMON 


SERMON  III. 


A  DISSUASIVE  FROM  KEEPING  BAD 

COMPANY. 


P  R  O  V.  N.  14,  15. 


Enter  mi  into  the  path  of  the  wicked,  and  go  not  in  the 
way  of  evil  men  :  avoid  it,  pafs  not  by  it,  turn  from 
it,  and  pafs  away. 

IF  we  have  any  regard  to  the  judgment  of  the 
wife  ft  of  men,  illuminated  and  direCled  by  the 
influences  of  the  divine  fpirit,  we  mull  ceitainly  own, 
that  ill  company  is  a  very  dangerous  fnare,  and  that 
young  perfons  fhould  be  frequently  and  earneftly  cau¬ 
tioned  againft  it.  The  excellent  collection,  or  moral 
and  religious  precepts,  contained  in  this  book  of 
Proverbs,  was  efpecialfy  intended  to  give  fubtilty  or 
prudence  to  the  ft m pie,  and  to  the  young  man  know¬ 
ledge  and  difcrecion  [a).  And  as  the  facred  author 
well  knew,  that  he  (hould  plead  the  caufe  of  wildom 
and  piety  in  vain,  while  the  voice  of  diiTolute  com¬ 
panions  was  heard,  and  their  convention  purfued, 
he  begins  his  addreffes  to  youth  with  repeated  cauti¬ 
ons  on  this  head  :  My  fon,  fays  he,  if  finners  entice 
thee,  confent  thou  not  («£)■  As  he  proceeds  in  his 
dlfconrfe,  the  addrefs  grows  more  lively  and  earneft  ; 
and  f  am  fare  every  attentive  hearer  will  foon  difcover 

a  pecu- 


(a)  Prov,  i.  4,  ( b )  ver,  10. 
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a  peculiar  energy  in  the  words  of  the  text.  This 
faithful  and  compaflionate  counfellor  doth  not  con¬ 
tent  himfelf  with  diffuading  his  young  reader  from 
joining  with  notorious  offenders  in  their  crimes,  but 
even  from  going  in  the  way  with  them,  or  with  any 
other  evil  men  ;  nay,  from  entering  upon  it,  or  even 
approaching  it,  fo  much  as  to  pafs  by  it,  if  there  were 
not  a  neceflity  ot  doing  it.  Enter  not  into  the  paths 
of  finners,  and  go  not  in  the  way  of  evil  men  :  avoid 
it,  pafs  not  by  it,  turn  from  it,  and  pafs  away.  As 
if  he  fhould  have  faid,  “  fhun  the  very  place  where 
“  fuch  wretches  affemble,  as  you  would  if  it  were  in- 
“  felled  with  the  mod  malignant  and  dangerous  dif- 
ii  eafe:  and  if  you  have  unwarily  taken  any  fteps  to- 
“  wards  it,  flop  fnort,  and  diredl  your  courfe  another 
u  way.” 

Such  leffons  did  Solomon  teach  ;  and  fuch  had  he 
himfelf  learnt  from  David  his  father.  That  pious 
prince,  in  the  very  entrance  on  the  book  of  Pfalms 
defcribes  the  good  man  as  one  that  walketh  not  in  the 
counfelof  the  ungodly,  nor  flandelh  in  the  way  of  iin- 
ners,  nor  fitteth  in  the  feat  of  the  fcornful  ( a j.  And 
he  elfewhere  fpeaks  of  the  citizen  of  Zion,  as  one  in 
whofe  eyes  a  vile  perfon,  far  from  being  chofen  as  an 
intimate  companion,  is  contemned,  while  he  honours 
them  that  fear  the  Lord  ( b ).  Thus  he  delineates  the 
holy  and  happy  man  ;  and  he  had  a  pleafmg  coa- 
fcioufnefs  that  this  character  was  his  own  :  he  there¬ 
fore  appeals  to  God  as  a  witnefs  to  it,  that  he  had  not 
himfelf  fat  with  vain  perfons,  and  was  determined  that 
he  would  not  go  in  with  diffemblers  ;  nay,  that  he 
was  fo  far  from  feeking  and  delighting  in  their  com¬ 
pany,  that  he  hated  the  congregation  of  evil-doers, 
and  would  not  lit  with  the  wicked  ( c )  :  he  refolutely 
drove  them  away  from  him,  as  one  who  knew  their 
fociety  would  he  extremely  injurious  to  the  purpofe 
he  had.  formed  of  devoting  himfelf  to  a  religious 

courfe  : 


(*)  Pfal.  i.  I.  (/>)  Pfal.  xv..  4.  (  )  Pfal.  xxvi.  4,  5. 


eourfe  :  depart  from  me,  ye  evil-doers ;  for  I  will 
keep  the  commandments  of  my  God  (a). 

The  facred  writers  of  the  n.ew  teftament  recom¬ 
mend  to  us,  that  we  fhould  have  no  fellowfbip  with 
the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs  ( b )  ;  that  we  fhould 
not  be  unequally  yoked  in  any  kind  of  intimate  friend¬ 
ship  with  unbelievers  (c)\  and  that  if  any  do  not 
obey  the  word,  we  fhould  note  fuch  an  one,  and  have 
;no  company  with  him,  that  he  may  be  afhamed  ( d )* 

Confidering  fuch  paflages  of  fcripture,  as  well  as 
the  reafon  of  the  thing,  I  think  it  proper  at  this  time 
to  purine  this  fubjedl  at  large.  I  well  know,  that  I 
may  iucceed  in  this  particular  addrefs  and  yet  leave 
you  Grangers  to  a  faving  change,  and  far  from  the 
kingdom  of  God  ;  but  it  I  cannot  prevail  with  you  to 
retrain  from,  and  difcard  the  company  ofiinners,  I 
fear  other  admonitions  will  turn  to  very  little  ac¬ 
count.  In  the  further  profecution  of  the  fubjedt  I 
•will 

1.  Briefly  tell  you,  what  I  intend  by  that  bad  com¬ 
pany  which  I  would  caution  you  againft,  and 
how  far  I  would  urge  you  to  avoid  it. 

1a.  Offer  fome  confederations  to  deter  you  from  it-* 
and  then, 


iil.  Conclude  with  a  fewr  obvious  inferences. 

I*.  ^  briefly  to  fhew  you  ,  what  I  would  now 
caution  you  againft. 

And  here  furely  I  need  not  be  large  in  tellingyou 
what  I  mean  by  bad  company.  It  is,  in  general, 
c  the  converfation  of  thofe,  who  are  apparently  defti- 
tute  of  tne  fear  of  God  and  fo  it  takes  in,  not  only 
perfons  of  the  moft  diffolute  and  abandoned  charters, 
but  thofe  vain  and  worthlefs  creatures  who  manifeft  a 
negled  of  religion,  though  free  from  grofs  and  fcan- 
daious  immoralities.  So  that  what  I  have  to  fay  will 
be  applicable  to  all  finful  companions  whatever  ;  but 
tne  more  notorious  their  vices  are,  the  more  evident 
mU  be  the  W  of  each  of  thofe  arguments,  by 

*  nr  1  .  which 

P1M'  CXiX<  li5-  s  W  Eph.  V.  IT.  (,)  a  Cor.  vi.  i< 
W  a  Thef.  iii,  i4.  * 
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which  I  (liall  now  endeavour  to  fortify  you  againft 

their  fociety.  .  # 

Neither  {li all  I  ufe  many  words  in  telling  you  now 

far  you  are  to  avoid  fuch  company  ;  for  to  be  fare 
you  cannot  imagine  that  I  am  endeavouring  to  difluaae 
you  from  a  necefiary  commerce  with  them  in  the 
common  affairs  of  life,  and  the  bufinefs  of  your  calling  ; 
fince  then,  as  the  apoflle  expreiTes  it,  you  mull  needs 
go  out  of  the  world  (a\  confidering  the  hate  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  morality  in  it.  Nor  would  I  lead  you  to  a 
negleft  of  any  offices  of  humanity  and  civility  to 
them  ;  for  fach  a  behaviour,  in  head  of  adorning  the 
gofpel,  would  greatly  prejudice  their  minds againfl  it. 
Leaft  of  all,  would  1  hinder  you  from  applying  your- 
f elves  to  them  by  ferious  admonitions,  in  order  to  con* 
Vince  them  of  their  fin  and  danger,  and  to  engage 
them  to  repentance  and  reformation.  In  thefe  views 
the  bleffed  jefas  himfef  converged  freely  with  perfons 
of  the  moil  infamous  characters,  though  he  was  per* 
fe&ly  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  in  that  fenfe  Se¬ 
parate  from  Tinners  (£)-.  The  folly  I  would  caution 
you  again  ft  is,  “  chufmg  irreligious  perfons  for  your 
«  intimate  friends,  and  delighting  to  fpend  your 
<t  cant  hours  in  vain  converfation  with  them.  .  hly 
defign  does  not  require  explication;  the  great  difficul¬ 
ty,  °i  apprehend,  is  what  I  fiiall  meet  with  while  1 

am  attempting,  ,  rr  . 

1L  To  fortify  you  againft  the  danger  of  inch  com- 

panions,  and  to  engage  you  caudoufly  to  avoid  them. 

When  I  call  this  the  moil  difficult  part  of  my  work, 
it  is  not  becaufe  I  am  at  a  lofs  for  arguments,  or  ap¬ 
prehend  thofe  arguments  to  be  either  weak  or  obkmre. 
A  variety  of  confutations  immediately  preient  them, 
fdves  to  mv  mind,  fo  plain  and  yet  fo  important,  that 
I  .  ,u  confident  were  the  matter  to  be  weighed  in  an 
can  d  balance,  a  few  moments  would  be  iuBtcicnt  to 
produce  a  rational  convi&ion  of  what  l  am  to  prove. 
But  oh,  who  can  anfwer  for  the  eifeft  of  fuch  a  con- 

vision-  When  I  confider  the  unaccountable  incliant- 
>  ment 

(Zt)  Heb.  vii .  26, 
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i&ent  which  there  Teems  to  be  in  fuch  company,  as  [ 
am  warning  you  againfl  ;  and  rifled  on  the  indances, 
in  which  I  have  Teen  young  perfons  of  fenfe  and  edu¬ 
cation,  who  once  appeared  to  promife  remarkably  well, 
at  length  entangled,  and  Tome  of  them  ruined  by  it  ; 
I  dare  not  prefume  on  the  fuccefs  I  might  otherwife 
exped.  Neverthelefs  I  know,  that  the  word  of  God 
is  quick  and  powerful,  and  (harper  than  any  two-edg¬ 
ed  fword  ;  and  I  know,  that  if  it  be  guided  by  the 
band  of  the  bleffed  Spirit,  it  will  be  effectual  to  divide 
,  you  from  your  mod  delightful  carnal  affociates ;  fince 
■  it  can  feparate  things  .as  near  to  each  other,  as  the 
#  joints  and  marrow,  and  can  lay  open  the  heart  to  fo 
clear  a  view,  as  that  it  (hall  feem  to  have  difcerned 
even  its  thoughts  and  intentions  (a), 

,  It  is  this  encourages  me  to  make  the  attempt,  and 
I  hope  the  difficulty  and  importance  of  the  cafe  will 
~  not  only  excufe  my  handling  it  at  large,  but  will  alio 
engage  all,  who  have  any  regard  to  the  happmefs  of 
the  riCmg  generation,  to  lift  up  their  hearts  to  God, 
that  he  may  affid  and  fucceed  me  in  pleading  this 
weighty  caufe,  in  which  the  interdlsof  lime  and  eter¬ 
nity  are  fo  apparently  concerned. 

;  Give  me  leave  then  to  befpeak  the  mod  ferious 
attention  of  all  that  hear  me,  and  efpecially  of  the 
younger  part  of  my  audience,  while  [  urge  on  your 
conferences  fuch  confiderations  as  thefe — Serioufly  re- 
fled  on  the  many  unhappy  confcquences  which  will 
attend  your  going  in  the  wav  of  Tinners  ; — Think  on 
thofe  entertainments  and  pieafures  which  you  give  up 
for  the  fake  of  their  fociety  :  and  confider  how  little 
advantage  you  can  expert  from  thence,  to  counter-ba¬ 
lance  the  pieafures  you  reflgn,  and  the  evils  you  incur 
by  it. 


i) 


Let  me  intreat  you  ferioufly  to  refled  on  the 
many  unhappy  confequences  which  will  attend 
your  entering  into  the  path  of  the  wicked,  and 
going  in  the  way  of  evil  men. 


F 
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You  probably  will  by  this  means  quickly  wear  out 
all  ferious  impreffions  ; — you  will  be  expofed  to  num- 
berlefs  temptations  to  fin  and  folly, —and  thrown  out 
of  the  way  of  amendment  and  reformation  ; — and  thus 
will  be  led  into  a  great  many  temporal  inconvenien¬ 
ces, —  till  at  laft  you  periffi  with  your  fmful  companions, 
and  have  your  eternal  portion,  amongit  them  in  hell. 

( i)  By  this  means  you  will  be  in  the  ready  way  to 
lofe  all  fenfe  of  religion,  and  out*grow  the  im¬ 
preffions  of  a  ferious  education,  if  providence 
have  favoured  you  with  it. 

If  your  hearts  are  not  harder  than  the  nether  mill- 
,  Hone,  fome  fuch  impreffions  were  furely  made  in  your 
younger  years ;  and  I  believe,  few  that  have  been  train¬ 
ed  up  in  religious  families  have  entirely  efcaped  therm 
If  thefe  are  duly  improved,  they  will  end  in  conver- 
fion  and  glory;  but,  if  they  are  refilled,  they  lead  to 
greater  obftinacy  in  fin,  and  throw  the  foul  ft  ill  far¬ 
ther  from  the  kingdom  of  God.  Now  what  can  be 
more  evident  than  the  tendency  of  vain  and  carnal  con¬ 
vention  to  quench  the  bleffed  Spirit  of  God,  and  hin¬ 
der  the  mind  from  falling  in  with  his  preparatory  work 
upon  it. 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  they,  who  are  under  fome 
prevailing  fenfe  of  divine  things,  confider  how  difficult 
they  often  find  it  to  preferve  thofe  imprefiions  on  their 
fpirits,  in  the  company  of  fome  who  appear  on  the 
whole  to  be  ferious  people,  even  they  will  be  afraid 
frequently  to  venture  into  the  company  of  the  fenfu- 
al  and  profane.  As  Mr.  Bolton  finely  exprefies  it*, 
«<  throw  a  blazing  firebrand  into  fnow  or  rain,  and  its 
cc  brightnefs  and  heat  will  quickly  be  extinguiffied  ;  fo 
c<  let  the  liveliefi  chriilian  plunge  himfelf  into  carnal 
cc  company,  and  he  will  foon  find  the  -warmth  of  his 
«  Zeal  abated,  and  the  tendernefs  of  his  confcience 
c<  prejudiced. ^  Now,  if  it- be  fo  detrimental  to  thofe 

♦that  have  deliberately  devoted  themfelves  to  the  fer- 

vice 

*  Diredicns,  for  walking  with  God,  pag.  io. 
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vice  of  God,  and  have  had  fome  experience  of  the 
goodnefs  of  his  ways,  judge  how  much  more  danger¬ 
ous  it  rmift  be  to  him  who  has  fome  feeble  defues,  and, 
as  yet  undetermined  purpofes,  in  favour  of  it.  Young 
people  are  extremely  rafh  and  credulous  ;  and  when 
you  fee  your  favourite  companions  neglecting  ferious 
godlinefs,  and,  perhaps,  deriding  it,  it  is  a  tboufand 
to  one,  that  you  will  not  have  the  courage  to  oppofe 
them  :  you  will  propably,  at  fit  ft,  be  filent;  and  then, 
you  will  grow  afhamed  of  your  former  tenderneis;  till 
at  laft,  feduced  by  the  craftinefs  of  them  that  lie  in 
wait  to  deceive  («),  you  may  iecretly  cenfure  religion, 
as  an  unneceiTary  and  burthenfome  thing,  if  you  are 
not  tranfported  fo  far  as  openly  to  revile  it,  and  join 
in  the  fenfelefs  and  impious  cry  againikthofe  that  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  influenced  by  it. 

Again,  when  you  have  been  ufed  to  the  pleafures  of 
fitch  company,  and,  perhaps,  of  that  unbridled  luxury 
which  they  may  be  ready  to  lead  you  into,  you  will, 
no  doubt,  lofe  your  relifh  for  all  the  entertainments  of 
devotion.  The  hours  you  fpend  in  the  exercifes  of  it 
in  public,  or  in  the  family,  will  grow  tedious,  and 
almoft  infupportable  to  you;  and  you  w ill  rejoice  when 
the  dull  work  is  over,  that  you  may  return  to  your 
beloved  companions  again.  Thus  will  all  regard  to 
relig  ion  be  gradually  worn  out  of  your  mind;  and  this 
feems  to  be  the  argument  fuggefted  by  St.  Paul,  to 
diffuade  the  Corinthians  from  being  unequally  yoked 
with  unbelievers.  For  what  fellowfhip  hath  righteoftif- 
nefs  with  unrighteoufnefs  l  or  what  communion  hath 
light  with  darknefs  (b)  ?  This  alone  would  be  a  very 
confiderable  evil ;  but  it  is  far  from  being  all  you  have 
to  fear ;  for,  I  add, 

(2)  By  frequenting  ill  company,  you  lay  your- 
felves  open  to  many  temptations,  and  proba¬ 
bly  will  be  drawn  into  a  great  deal  of  guilt. 

You 

0)  Eph,  iv .  14.  ( b )  1  Cor.  vi,  14, 
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\ou  know,  there  is  a  flrong'  force  in  example. 
ei  We  are  all,”  lays  Mr.  Lock,  “  a  kind  of  Came- 
“  lions,  that  take  a  tindlure  from  that  which  is 
“  near  us*.”  So  that,  if  you  converge  with  wick¬ 
ed  people,  you  will  probably  become  like  them  your- 
felves.  It  is  an  argument,  which  Solomon  urges, 
againft  forming  any  peculiar  intimacy  with  thofe 
tiiat  are  paffionate  :  and  it  is  equally  applicable  to 
many  other  cafes  i  make  no  friend fhip  with  an  an¬ 
gry  man  ;  and  with  a  furious  man  thou  (halt  not  go  : 
leit  thou  learn  his  ways,  and  get  a  fnare  to  thy  foul 

O). 

Alas,  finoers,  you  are  to  too  apt  to  be  led  into 
guilt  by  your  own  corrupt  hearts,  even  when  you 
have  the  faired  advantages  againd  it,  amidd  the. 
wifed  indnnftions,  and  the  holied  examples;  how 
forceably  then  will  the  temptation  aflault  you,  when 
you  fee  others,  and  thofe  your  mod  intimate  friends, 
yield  to  it  without  any  appearance  of  remorfe  ?  and 
when,  it  may  be,  you  hear  them  pleading  in  favour 
of 'the  compliance,  and  endeavouring  to  perfuade 
you  to  joia  in  the  pradfice,  as  what  they  have  them- 
felves  found  delightful  and  advantagious  ? 

It  is  no  fmall  evil  for  an  immortal  creature,  who 
was  rent  into  the  world  to  ferve  God,  and  to  fecure 
a  happy  immortality,  to  live  in  vain,  and  trifle  away 
hour  after  hour,  in  mere  idlenefs  and  impertinence. 
Yet  this  is  the  lead  fin  that  bad  company  leads  a 
man  into.  Unhappy  as  this  is,  would  to  God  that 
it  always  reded  here  !  the  world  would  at  lead  be 
more  peaceful,  and  your  damnation,  finners,  would 
be  lefs  intolerable.  But  daily  obfervation  undeni¬ 
ably  proves,  that  by  evil  examples,  and  wicked  com¬ 
panions,  people  generally  learn  gluttony  and  drunk- 
etinefs,  fwearrng  and  uncleanefs.  It  engages  them 
jri  fooliih  quarrels,  in  which  they  blalpheme  the  name 
of  God,  mid  injure  their  neighbour;  and  it  habituates 

them  to  fuc h  extravagant  ways  of  living,  as  they  are 

forced 

*  Locke’s  works,  vol.  iii.  page  23, 

(«)  Proy,  xxii.  2.4,  2J. 
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forced  to  fupport  by  fecret  difhoneily,  and  very  oxtcn 
by  open  robbery.  Thus  they  gradually  fall  into  thole 
fcandalous  enormities,  which  at  full  they  could  not 
have  thought  of  without  horror.  This  fatal  efleffc 
is  plainly  hinted  at  in  Proverbs,  where  the  wretch 
that  abandoned  himfelf  to  the  fociety  of  linn-erf?,  is 
reprefented  as  acknowledging,  that  he  was  aim  oil  in 
all  evil,  in  the  midfl  of  the  congregation  and  affembly 
(a)  ;  i.  e.  he  was  fo  hardened  in  his  various  crimes, 
as  not  to  be  aihamed  to  commit,  or  at  kaft  to  avow 
them  in  the  mod  public  manner. 

{3)  By  frequenting  fin  ful  company,  you  will 
throw  yourfelves  out  of  the  way  of  repentance 
and  reformation. 

I  before  obferved,  that  you  will  by  this  means 
contract  a  difrelifh  for  the  exercifes  of  devotion  ;  and 
this  will  probably  be  attended  with  the  neglect  of 
thofe  ordinances,  which  God  hath  appointed  as  the 
great  means  of  our  converfion  and  edification.  And 
when  thefe  are  negleted,  how  can  you  expect  that 
God  fhould  purfue  you  with  uncommon  interpolations 
of  his  grace?  That  when  his  word  is  delpifed,  and 
his  houfe  forfaken,  he  fhould  feize  you  as  it  were  by 
violence,  amongfl  your  diffolute  companions,  and  ■ 
convert  you  in  your  midnight  revels  ?  Your  pious 
friends  may  indeed  have  forne  oportunities  in  private 
of  expollulating  with  you  ;  but  it  will  require  a  great 
deal  of  refolution  to  attempt  it  ;  and  when  they  do, 
they  mud  take  it  as  a  peculiar  favour,  if  you  give 
them  a  patient  hearing,  and  don’t  affront  and  revile 
them  for  their  charitable  endeavour  of  delivering  your 
fouls  from  the  pit  of  definition,  and  plucking  you 
as. brands  out  of  everlafting  burnings  ( b ). 

But  if  we  fhould  allow,  that  their  importunity, 
or  any  other  confideration,  fhould  fometimes  bring 
you  within  the  hearing  of  an  awakening,  practical 
fermon,  and  fome  ferious  impreflion  fhould  be  made 

F  2  upon 

(?)  Prov.  v.  14,  ( b )  Am  as  iv.  ar. 
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upon  your  minds  by  it,  it  is  very  probable  all  thefe 
con  vision  3  will  wear  off,  as  foon  as  you  return  to- 
your  wicked  companions  again.  One  gay,  licenti¬ 
ous  hour  amongft  them  may  undo  the  labour  of  many 
days  and  weeks,  and  prefently  teach  you  to  laugh 
at  yourfelf  for  the  former  alarm,  as  if  every  fear  had 
been  vain,  and  every  purpofe  of  reformation  need- 
lefs.  And  thus  your  hearts  will  be  like  tempered 
#eel,  which  gathers  ftrength  from  every  blow  of 
the  hammer,  to  make  a  more  vigorous  refinance  to 
the  next  ;  and  you  will  harden  to  all  the  moll  mol¬ 
lifying  methods  of  providence  and  of  grace,  till  at 
length  you  provoke  the  bleiTed  fpirit,  fo  often  re- 
lifted,  entirely  to  withdraw,  and  fo  you  be  fealed 
up  tinder  final  impenitency.  Thus  the  poor  foolifh 
creature  I  mentioned  before,  who  was  fo  fond  of  the 
fociety  of  finners,  is  reprefented  as  refie&ing  too  late 
that  all  the  wifeft  andkindeft  endeavours  of  his  friends,, 
for  his  reformation,  had  been  utterly  ineffectual. 
How,  fays  he,  have  I  hated  inftrufbion,  and  my 
heart  defpifed  reproof!  I  have  not  obeyed  the  voice 
of  my  teachers,  nor  inclined  my  ear  to  them  that  in- 
{hintled  me  ( a ).  Thus  incorrigibly  difobedient  will 
you  be,  if  you  enter  into  the  path  of  finners,  and  go. 
in  the  way  of  evil  men.  In  conference  of  this, 

(4)  You  will  undoubtedly  find  yourfelves  expof- 
ed  to  a  great  deal  of  prefent  inconvenience 
and  calamity,  with  regard  to  your  temporal 
affairs. 

Now,  methinks,  this  confideration  (hould  at  leafi? 
have  its  weight  with  you,  whofe  guilt  it  is,  and 
whofe  ruin  it  too  probably  may  be,  to  look  only  at 
thofe  th  ings  which  are  feen,  and  are  temporal  (£).  I 
before  obferved,  that  by  frequenting  ill  company, 
you  will  be  under  ftrong  temptations  to  idknefs. 
And  thus  vou  will  in  all  probability,  wafte  your  fub- 
fiance,  and  fhovten  your  days ;  and  in  the  mean  time 

(a)  Prov.  v.  12,  13.  O)  2  Cor,  rv.  i8» 
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lay  a  foundation  for  many  difeafes,  which  may  give 
you  an  utter  difrelifh  for  all  the  comforts  and  en¬ 
tertainments  of  life,  when  you  (land  in  the  greateft 
need  of  relief  from  them.  I  add,  that  it  is  not  at 
all  unlikely,  that  the  foolifh  quarrels,  into  which  it 
may  lead  you,  may  be  attended  with  coft  or  pain, 
and  perhaps  with  both.  And  as  for  your  reputati¬ 
on,  which  to  a  generous  fpirit  is  one  of  the  dearefc 
of  all  temporal  enjoyments,  I  mull  plainly  tell  you, 
that  if  you  determine  to  take  no  care  in  the  choice 
of  your  company,  you  mud  neceflarily  give  it  up. 
For  if,  aim  oft  by  a  miracle,  you  (hould  be  kept 
from  running,  with  your  fmful  afTociates,  into  the 
fame  excefs  of  riot  and  folly  ;  yet  the  very  circum- 
fiance  of  taking  pleafure  in  fuch  fort  of  companions 
will  be  enough  to  overthrow  it,  in  the  judgment  of: 
wife  and  considerate  people. 

Such  arguments  as  theie  does  Solomon  life,  when 
cautioning  his  young  readers  againil  fo  dangerous  an 
entanglement.  He  pleads  the  many  temporal  inconve- 
sicncies  and  evils  which  attend  it,  and  many  of  which 
I  have  juft  been  mentioning.  He  obferves,  that  it 
tends  to  impoverifti  them  :  he  that  follows  after  vain 
perfons,  (hall  have  poverty  enough  {a)  :  that  how¬ 
ever  it  may  feern  the  cement  of  friend  (hip,  it  often- 
proves  the  occafton  of  enmity  and  contention  (b)  ; 
for  who  hath  woe  ?  who  hath  forrow  ?  who  hath  con¬ 
tentions  ?  who  hath  babblings  ?  who  hath  wounds, 
without  caufe  ?  who  hath  rednefs  of  eyes  ?  They  that 
tarry  long  at  the  wine  with  the  partners  of  their 
midnight  debaucheries.  How  much  the  health  is 
impaired  by  it,  is  evidently  fuggefted,  when  he  re- 
prefents  the  poor  creature  as  mourning  at  laft,  when, 
his  flefti  and  his.  body  are  confumed  (c,  ;  and  to  add 
no  more,  he  exprefsly  tells  us,  that  Tinners,  by  thefe 
kinds  of  confederacies,  lay  fnares  for  their  own  blood, 
and  lurk  privily  for  their  own  lives  ( d )  ;  which 
he  ufeth  as. an.  argument  againil  complying  with  their 

propofals 

(y)  Prov,  xxviii,  19,  (b)  Chap,  xxiii.  29,  30,  (0  Pruv.  v.  U* 

(d)  Pxov,  i#  18, 
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proposals,  when  they  Teem  mod  advantagious.  And’ 
accordingly  we  fee,  that  mod  of  thefe  unhappy 
creatines,  who  are  the  victims  of  public  juflice,  and 
fall  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner,  declare  with  their 
dying  breath,  that  wicked  company  was  the  occafiorv 
of.  their  ruin. 

(5)  you  chufe  the  fociety  of  Pinners,  you  will 
probably  periih  with  them,  and  have  their  com¬ 
pany  in  hell,  as  you  have  had  it  upon  earth. 


The  probability  of  this  dreadful  confequence  is  but? 
too  apparent,  from  what  I  have  faid  underlie  former 
heads  of  this  difeourfe.  If  you  lofe  thofe  religious 
impreffions  which  were  early  made,  if  you  are  drawn 
into  a  great  deal  of  fin,  and  thrown  out  of  the  way  of 
repentance  and  reformation,  what  can  the  end  of  thefe 
things  be  ?  And  to  cut  off  your  vain,  prefumptuous 
hopes,  and  awaken  you  to  that  fenfe  of  danger,  which' 
is  fo  abfolutely  neceffary  for  your  deliverance,  he  has 
exprefsly  threatened  it ;  and  that  not  only  in  general 
with  refpeX  to  all  linners,  but  particularly  to  fuch  as 
are  fond  of  wicked  company.  And  it  is  worth  vonr 
while  to  obferve,  in  what  language  he  threatens  it  : 
a- companion  of  fools  ill  all  be  deftroyed  lb),  So  that 
what  Soloman  fays  of  one  fort  of  finful  companions  is 
juftly  applicable  to  the  reft.  Their  houfe  is  the  way 
to  hell,  going  down  to  the  chamber  of  death  (c  , 

Now  let  me  intreat  you  to  dwell  upon  this  thought, 
till  you  feel  fornething  of  the  weight  and  the  terror  of 
it.  Be  fometimes  a  iking  yourfelves  “  How  can  we 
dwell  with  the  devouring  hre  ?  How  can  we  lie 
il  down  in  everlafting  burnings  \d)  Blow  can  you 
endure  thofe  torments  yourfelves  ?  And  in  what  tem¬ 
per,  and  with  what  reflexions,  will  you  meet  the  part¬ 
ners  of  your  guilt  and  folly  there  ?  And  in  what  man¬ 
ner  will  you  converfe  togethet  ?  Alas,  my  friends,  in 
thofe  feats  of  horror  and  defpalr  all  that  rendered  your 
kitercourfe  on  earth  delightful,  will  be  come  to  an 

eternal 


{$)  Prow  xiii,  20,  (*)  Prov,  vii,  27. 
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eternal  period.  There  will  be  no  opportunities  for  you 
and  them  to  gratify  your  fenfual  delires  together:  no 
delicious  food,  no  intoxicating  liquors,  no  gay  tales, 
no  chearful  longs ;  but  inftead  of  thefe,  blacknefs  o; 
darknefs  for  ever  more  (b)  ;  weeping  and  wailing,  and 
gnalhing  of  teeth  ( c)  ;  the  worm  that  never  dies,  and 

the  fire  that  cannot  be  quenched  (d). 

Will  it  then  be  any  relief  to  you,  to  look  back  on 
tbofe  days,  which  you  fhared  in  luxury,  and  in  fin  ? 
Will  your  friendlhip  Hill  continue  ?  And  will  you  be 
endeavouring  by  tender  condolences,  and  by  obliging 
offices,  to  mollify  and  alleviate  the  miferies  of  each 
other  ?  Alas,  tinners,  Hell  is  not  thefe  at  of  friendlhip, 
but  of  everlafhng  enmity  and  rage.  All  the  wretched 
inhabitants  will  live  in  perpetual  difcord,  and  mutual 
abhorrence.  And  no  doubt  your  keenell  refentmentu 
will  burn  again  11  thofe,  who  have  been  your  partners 
in  fin  ;  as  your  aggravated  damnation  will  be  in  part 
owing  to  them.  And  on  the  fame  principles,  will  their 
indignations  rife  againll  you.  And  thus  you  will  lie 
forever,  continually  exercifing  all  the  enlarged  capaci¬ 
ties  of  your  minds,  to  encreafe  the  torments  of  each 
other.  And  perhaps  it  is  the  only  inllance,  in  which 
your  defires  and  your  attempts  will  be  effectual.  Oh! 
firs,  when  I  think  of  the  air  and  form  of  lome  wicked 
creatures,  when  tranfported  with  pafiion,  when  I  ob- 
ferve  how  venomous  their  fpeeches,  and  extravagantly 
furious  all  their  actions  are,  methinks  I  fee  the  moll 
lively  emblem  of  the  foeiety  below  :  but  alas,  how 
much  more  dreadful  muff  it  be,  to  Hand  expofed  to 
the  tage  and  revenge  of  a  damned  fpirit  !  yet  this  is 
like  to  be  your  lot  ;  and  if  it  be,  the  mod  delightful 
of  your  companions  in  fin,  will  probably  prove  your 
fierceft  tormentors. 

There  is  rcafon  to  apprehend,  that  thefe,  and  fuch 
as  thefe,  will  be  the  miferable  confequences  of  wicked 
company  with  regard  to  yourftlves.  And  1  might  now 
infer  from  hence,  that  your  frequenting  it  mult  be  ve¬ 
ry  grievous  and  injurious  to  others.  I  might  plead 

againll 

(»)  Jude,  ver,  13.  (^)JMatt.  viii.  12,  (V)  Mark  ix.  44, 48* 


A  D'tjfuafive  from }  &c, 

againft  it  at  large,  from  the  alarms  and  forrows  to 
which  your  parents  and  minifters  will  be  expofed  by 
yoiu  punning  it,  and  the  mifchievous  influence  it  may 
have  on  the  circumftances  and  charaders  of  your  own 
domefticks,  if  ever  you  appear  as  heads  of  families,  as< 
as  well  as  many  others,  with  whom  you  be  concerned. 
Solomon  urges  one  of  thefe  conflderatioRS,  when  he 
fays,  a  companion  of  riotous  men  fhameth  his  father 
(a)*  Here  would  be  a  large  field  of  argument ;  but  I 
wave  it  at  prefent,  left  my  difcourfe  fhould  fwell  be¬ 
yond  due  bounds,  as  well  as  to  avoid  the  repetition  of^ 
what  1  was  laying  before  you  on  a  former  occafton** 

Neverthelefs,  I  hope  you  are  abundantly  convinced, 
by  what  hath  been  already  faid,  that  the  pernicious 
and  dangerous  confequences  are  many  and  great :  let 
me  intreat  you,  farther  to  conflder, 

2.  How  much  nobler  entertainment  and  pleafure* 
you  give  up  for  a  converfe,  which  is  like  to  prove 
fo  fatal  to  you. 

I  would  fain  perfuade  you,  if  already  entangled,  to  > 
burft  thefe  bands  afunder,  and  to  caft  away  thefe  cords 
from  you,  which  will  otherwife  bind  you  as  vi&ims  to 
eternal  wrath.  And  to  engage  you  to  it,  I  would  fay^ 
as  the  wife  man  doth,  forfake  the  foolifh,  and  live  (b): 
it  is  not  only  necefiary,  to  preferve  your  life;  but  you 
may  likewife  be  allured,  it  would  moft  happily  im¬ 
prove  it,  and  bring  you  to  another  kind  of  life  than 
what  you  have  yet  known,  in  comparifon  of  which 
your  prefent  way  of  life  is  but  a  wild,  diftempered 
dream.  The  father  of  lies  may,  perhaps,  has  perfuad- 
ed  your  weak  and  unexperienced  minds,  that  there  is, 
no  fuch  thing  as  pleafure  to  be  found  out  of  this  en¬ 
chanted  circle  which  he  lias  drawn  about  you:  but  did 
you  know  wherein  true  felf-enjoyment  conlifts,  I 
might  have  declined  all  thofe  awful  arguments  v.hich  I. 
have  fo  largely  been  urging  upon  your  confciences. 
Oh  1  my  friends,  could  1  but  this  day  be  fo  happy,  as 

to 
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to  perfuade  you  to  break  the  chain,  and  to  abandon 
ihefe  enfnaring  companions,  not  merely  from  pruden¬ 
tial,  but  religious  confiderations,  I  fhould  prefently* 
lead  you  into  a  new  world.  Inftead  of  being  the  af- 
iociates  of  the  idle,  the  intemperate,  and  the  prophane, 
you  would  then  converfe  with  thofe  who  are  indeed 
the  excellent  of'the  earth  (£),  and  would  be  able  to 
fay  with  David,  I  am  a  companion  of  them  that  fear 
thee,  O  .Lord,  and  of  them  that  keep  thy  precepts 
(c).  And  is  that  a  contemptible  thought  ?  What 
think  you,  if  an  angel  were  to  defeend  from  heaven  to 
make  his  abode  on  earth,  or  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi 
himfelf  were  to  appear  again  in  the  infirmities  of  hu¬ 
man  flefh  ;  with  whom  would  that  angel,  or  that  Re¬ 
deemer, <  chufe  an  intimate  friendfhip,  and  as  frequent 
~  converfe  ?  >Your  own  confciences  tell  you,  that  if  he 
were  ever  found  among!!  you,  it  would  only  be,  as  a 
vphyfician  vifits  an  hofpital,  to  cure  others,  not  to  de¬ 
light  himfelf.  And  why  fhould  you  efteem  that  foci- 
ety  unworthy  your  regard,  which,  you  are  fure,  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifi  would  prefer?  It'  is  becaufe  you 
imagine  it  gloomy  and  melancholy;  but  that  imagi¬ 
nation  proceeds  from  ignorance  and  miflake.  Were 
you  to  be  with  them,  when  they  are  difeourfinp-  toge- 
iher  of  the  things  of  God,  (as,  through  divine  good- 
nefs,  many  of  us  have  been),  you  might  frequently 
diicern  in  their  countenances  fuch  marks  of  fweet  fe- 
remty  ^ndcompofure,  and  fometimes  of  elevated  hope, 
-and  lublime,  angelic  joy,  as  would  be  an  occular  de¬ 
mon  ft  ration  of  the  pleafure,  which  a  ferious  and  regu¬ 
lar  mind  may  find  in  fuch  converfe.  And  to  this  you 
might  be  admitted,  if,  by  forbearing  to  enter  into 
the  ways  of  finners,  you  difeover  marks  of  a  teacha¬ 
ble  difpofition  For,  as  Solomon  declares,  the  ear 
that  heareth  the  reproof  of  life,  i.  e.  that  reproof 
which  tends  to  preferve  life,  and  to  make  it  happy 
ab.deth  among  the  wife  (J)  ;  and,  as  he  chufcth  their 
company,  he  will  readily  be  admitted  to  it. 

(i)  rfal,  Xvj.  3.  (<•)  Pfal,  cm.  63,  («)  Prov.  xvi! 


7* 


A  DiJJuafive from\ 


£sV. 


I  might  add,  that,  on  this  fuppofition,  you  would 
alfo  know  what  it  is  to  be  good  company  to  yourfelves. 
Reflection,  which  is  now  your  torment,  would  become 
your  pleafure.  The  review  of  a  well-ordered  mind, 
of  a  prudent  and  religious  conduCf,  would  delight  you 
more,  than  the  mod  agreeable  profpefts,  or  harmoni¬ 
ous  mufic  ;  and  indead  of  holding  your  happinefs,  as 
you  now  do,  in  a  fervile  dependence  on  the  prefence, 
nay,  I  may  add,  on  the  humour,  of  others,  even  of 
fuch  as  are  lead  to  be  depended  upon,  you  would  have 
it  treafured  up  in  your  own  bread,  and,  like  the  good 
man  defcribed  in  fcripture,  would  be  fatisfied  from 
youifelves  (a). 

Nay,  which  is  dill  infinitely  more,  you  might  hum¬ 
bly  hope,  through  the  righteoufnefs  and  grace  of  the 
redeemer,  that  the  blefled  God,  the  eternal  and  inex- 
h audible  fource  of  happinefs,  would  lift  up  the  light 
of  his  countenance  upon  you,  and  bid  you  welcome 
into  his  gracious  prefence.  This  is  an  argument  which 
St.  Paul  urges,  in  the  view  in  which  I  now  mention 
it,  when,  diffuading  the  Corinthians  from  forming  any 
intimate  alliance  with  finners,  he  pleads,  that  God 
hath  Paid,  Come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  fe- 
parate,  faith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean 
thing;  and  I  will  receive  you,  and  will  be  a  father  un¬ 
to  you,  and  ye  fhali  be  my  fons  and  daughters,  faith 
the  Lord  Almighty  ( b ).  And  God  forbid,  that  you 
fliould  ever  arrive  at  fuch  a  degree  of  impious  madnefs, 
as  to  quedion  whether  the  favour  and  friendfhip  or 
the  maj efty  of  heaven  be  preferable  to  the  converfe  of 
a. vain,  finful  worm.  Oh,  that  he  would  grant  you 
the  vifit  of  one  hour,  of  one  moment ;  and  you  would 
need  nothing  farther  to  teach  you  to  fay,  Whom 
have  1  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon 
earth  that  I  defire  hut  thee  (c)  j  none  that  I  defire  in 
comparifon  with  thee  ;  how  much  lefs  in  oppofiticn 

to  thee  !  . 

Once  more,  if  you  are  companions  of  the  faints  now 

you  may  enjoy  the  reviving  hope,  that  you  will  fhort- 


((i)Prov,  xiv,  4.  O  2  Cor.  vi.  17, 


(r)  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25. 
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ly.mect  with  them  in  the  prefence  of  God  above,  and 
for  ever  converfe  together,  with  the  greatetl  ardour 
of  mutual  affe&ion,  as  well  as  the  nobleil  improve¬ 
ment,  both  in  capacity,  temper.,  and  circumftances. 
Nor  will  you  there  only  meet  your  pious  friends,  with 
whom  on  earth  you  took  fweet  counfel  together,  and 
perhaps  went  to  the  houfe  of  God  in  company  (a)  ; 
but  you  will  form  many  new  acquaintances  with  the 
mod  excellent  and  glorious  of  created  beings;  you  will 
come  to  the  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  to 
the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect;  nay,  you  will 
dw7ell  for  ever  with  God  the  Judge  of  all,  and  [efus 
the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant  {£).  But  furely 
you  cannot  expert  a  favourable  reception  into  that 
blefTed  world,  or  any  of  the  .preparatory  felicities  I 
have  been  defcribing,  if  you  refolutely  adhere  to  fool- 
iih  and  wicked  companions  now.  David  would  not 
have  prefumed  to  .pray,  as  he  doth,  Gather  not  my 
foul  with  finners,  if  he  could  not  have  fa  id,  as  in  the 
preceding  words,  I  have  not  fat  with  vain  perfons, 
neither  will  I  go  in  with  difTembleis  ;  I  have  hated 
the  congregation  of  evil-doers,  and  will  not  lit  with 
the  wicked  (ch  And  if  you  think  to  reconcile  fuch 
companions,  with  fuch  enjoyments  and  hopes,  you  de¬ 
lude  yourfelves  with  ipconMent  dreams,  in  direct  oppo- 
fition  to  the  voice  of  reafon,  as  well  as  of  feripture. 
Give  me  leave,  once  more,  to  intreat  you  to  confider, 

3,  How. little  advantage  you  can -receive  from  fuch 
fociety,  to  countei  balance  the  damage  you  fuf- 
tain,  and  the  happinefs  you  forfeit  for  it. 

I  am  fure  it  ought  to  be  fomething  very  .grand  and 
and  important,  for  which  you  grieve  your  friends,  and 
provoke  God  ;  for  which  you  cut  yourfelves  off  from 
the  moft  valuable  enjoyments  in  this  world  and  a 
better,  and  at  length  plunge  yourfelves  into  ever- 
tailing  deftrudlion.  And  now  fhew  ns,  I^in  treat 

G  you,.. 

(a)  Pfal.  hv.  14.  (b)  Heb  xii.  22,  £3,  24, 

(0  Pfal.  xxvi.  4,  5,  9. 
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you,  the  worthy  prize  ;  tell  us  what,  thofe  friends  are 
whole  company  you  purchafe  at  fo  dear  a  rate;  and 
what  important  offices  they  can  do  for  you,  to  make 
you  amends  for  all  you  mull  lofe,  and  for  all  you  fuffer, 
on  their  account  ?  Poor  wretches!  the  mod  they  can 
cio,  is  to  adminikcr  fomething  which  may  gratify  your 
appetite,  01  amide  your  imagination  for  a  few  trankent 
moments.  A  .  reliflfing  meal,  a  cheerful  cup,  a 
tnoughtlefs,  noify  burk  of  laughter,  are  fome  of  the  beii 
things  they  can  procure  for  you.  And  are  thefe  fo 
.gieat  ?  Suiely,  if  it  were  reafonable  in  any  cafe,  it  is 
peculiarly  ^ o  in  this,  to  fay  of  laughter,  it  is  mad,  and 
of  mirth  and  luxury,  what  doth  it  (a)  ?  It  is  but  a 
poor  entertainment  while  it  lahs,  which  Solomon 
elegantly  compares  to  the  ulefefs  momentary  blaze 
of  a  few  crackling  thorns  under  a  pot  (b j  :  an*d 
these  is  a  mixture  of  uncalinefs  often  attending  it 
irom  a  view  to  the  confequences,  which  will  often 
joice  itfelf  on  the  mind  ;  lo  that  even  in  laughter, 
the  heart  is  forrowfirl  (c).  But  if  the  fatisfafiion 
rt  gave  were  ever  fo  tranfporting,  or  ever  fo  com¬ 
plete,  yet  kill  it  would  be  very  contemptible,  be¬ 
came  its  duration  is  fo  fhort.  Death  is  continual¬ 
ly  advancing  towards  you,  which  will  very  fhortly 
feparate  you  from  your  chofen  companions  ;  and 
if  the  mok  beloved  of  them  were  waiting  round 
your  bed,  they  could  by  no  means  deliver  you  from 
the  grave,  or  moderate  the  agonies  which  were 
bringing  you  thither.  Even  before  your  trembling 
fouls  are  diilodged  from  your  bodies,  your  relifh  for 
their  converfe  will  'be  entirely  fpoiled  ;  fo  that  you 
'would  blink  yourfelves  barbaroufly  infulted  by  them, 
-if,  in  the  midkof  your  anguifa  anddiftrefs,  they  fliould 
offer  you  thofe  entertainments  which  you  once  fo 
fondly  purfued  together,  and  which  were  the  cement 
of  your -precarious  and  Ihort-lived  friendfhip.  Judge 
then  whether  thofe  'things  are  fo  highly  valuable, 
which,  in  the  near  views  of  eternity,  you  would  behold 
with  horror,  rather  than  with  pleafure  ;  and  whether 

your 
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your  mod  rational  felicity  in  both  worlds  is  to  be  facri- 
heed  to  fiich  vanities  as  thefe. 

I  firmly  believe,  that,  upon  fuch  reflexions  as 
thefe,  you  mud  be  compelled,  even  to  your  own 
condemnation,  to  confefs,  that,  as  Solomon  declares, 
Ke  that  folio  wet  h,  vain  perfons,  is  void  of  understand¬ 
ing  (a).  And  if  you  are  convinced  of  it,  then  let  me 
intreat  you,  my  dear  unhappy  friends,  who  ar?  en¬ 
tangled  in  this  fatal  fnare,  that,  in  the  drength  of 
divine  grace,  you  would  immediately  attempt  an  e- 
feape.  it  will  indeed  require  refolution  ;  but,  re¬ 
member,  it  will  amply  reward  it  ;  and  therefore  de¬ 
termine  upon  it  this  day,  that  you  will  go  no  more  to 
their  affemblies  of  vanity,  and  of  fin  ;  and  when  they 
would  entice  you,  confent  not  to  them  ( b )  ;  but  ra¬ 
ther  tell  them  plainly  and  ferioufiy,  that  you  know, 
and  confider,  that  your  fouls  are  at  flake  ;  and  tell 
them,  you  avoid  their  company  now,  becaufe  you 
dread  it  in  hell.  And  who  knows,  but  fuch  a  ferrous 
and  lively  admonition  from  thqie  who  were  once 
their  brethren  in  iniquity,  may  do  more  to  awaken 
them,  than  many  addreffes  from  the  pulpit?  Who 
knows,  but  it  may  effectually  reclaim  them,  and  be  a 
means  of  forming  them  to  iuch  characters,  as  may 
make  their  friendship  as  fafe  and  as  honourable,  as 
ever  it  was  dangerous  and  infamous?  At  leaff,  you 
will  have  delivered  your  own  foul,  and  may  comfort¬ 
ably  hope,  that  your  life  will  be  given  you  for  a  prey. 
With  this  folemn  charge,  as  in  in  the  name  and  pre¬ 
fence  of  God,  I  difmifs.you  from  this  head,  afrd  nro- 
ceed,  1 


^III.  To  thofe  reffeClions  and  inferences,  with 
which  1  Shall  conclude  the  difeourfe. 

i .  If  fo  many  evils  and  dangers  attend  the  purfuit  of 
wicked  company,  how  careful  Should  parents  and 
governors  be,  to  keep  young  people  out  of  the 
way  of  it  1 


(a)  Prov.  xii.  ii, 
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You  fee,  from  all  I  have  been  faying,  how  necef* 
fary  this  care  is,  if  you  deli  re  they  fhouid  be  happy  in 
this  world,  or  the  next.  It  is  a  dreadful  charge  that 
is  brought  againft  Eli,  and  a  dreadful  doom  is  pro¬ 
nounced  upon  him  for  it  ;  that  his  fons  made  them- 
ielves  vile,  and  he  reftrained  them  not  ( a ).  And 
therefore,  as  you  love  your  own  fouls,  and  thofe  of 
yours,  endeavour,  with  all  poffible  refolution,  to  avoid 
being  culpable  yourfelves  on  this  account. 

And  here  i.  would  obferve,  that  your  care  mnft  be¬ 
gin  very  early,  and  that  it  rauft  take  a  great  compafs. 
You  fhouid  endeavour  betimes  to  lay  in  an  antidote 
againft  the  future  poifon,  by  labouring  to  the  utmoft 
to  poffefs  their  infant-minds  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
divine  prefence,  a  deftre  of  plealing  God,  and  a 
dread  of  offending  him.  You  fhouid  endeavour 
to  infpire  them  with  an  abhorrence  of  fin,  and 
a  love  to  the  ways  and  people  of  God,  En¬ 
deavour  to  find  out  fuitable  company  for  them,  and 
to  make  your  own  company  as  delightful,  to  them  as 
you  can.  Indulge  them  in  fuch  diverfions,  as  duty 
and  prudence  will  admit;  for  too  rigorous  a  reftraint 
from  thefe  things  makes  them  eager  to  purfue  them, 
wherever  they  are  to  be  found.  And  if  you  fee  they 
begin  to  form  an  acquaintance  with  fuch  as  yeu  think 
likely  to  infnare  and  corrupt  them,  fir  ft  gently  warn 
them  of  it,  and  endeavour  by  the  eafleft  methods  to 
draw  them  off if  thofe  wilL  not  do,  reafon  with 
them  more  largely  on.  the  head ;  lay  before  them  the 
various  dangers  they  will  be  expofed  to,  and  fhew 
them  the  inftances  of  thofe  who  have  been  injured 
and  ruined  by  fuch  company  i  inftances,  which,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  you  will  always  have  near  at  hand  i 
and  if  all  this  be  not  enough,  interpofe  with  the  au¬ 
thority  God  has  given  you,  abfolutely  forbid  them 
the  place  and  company,  and  let  them  fee,  by  your 
after-condufi,  that  you  are  in  good  earneft  in  the 
prohibition.  At  the  fame  time,  endeavour  to  re¬ 
commend  religion  to  them  in  the  mod  amiable  light* 


(<.?)  x  Sam.  iii.  *j. 
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that  they  may  be  convinced  it  carries  its  entertain¬ 
ment  along  with  it,  fo  that  there  is  no  need  of  feeking* 
pleafure  in  the  paths  of  the  deftroyer.  1  know  this  is 
a  matter  of  difficulty,  and  requires  a  great  deal  of  pru¬ 
dence  and  fteadinefs  to  condudl  it  aright ;  but  1  am 
perfuaded,  if  parents  and  mailers  were  careful  in  this 
refpedl,  few  would  be  ruined  till  they  came  to  be  at 
their  own  difpofal,  and  the  deftrudtion  of  multitudes 
would  be  intirely  prevented.  May  God  gracioudy 
give  you  wifdom  to  know  your  duty,  and  faithfulnefs 
to  perform  it  ! 

2.  If  wicked  company  be  fo  pernicious,  as  we  have 
heard  ;  then  how  cautious  ihould  we  be  in  the 
choice  of  a  companion  for  life,  if  you  are  in  fuch 
circumilances,  as  to  have  that  choice  before  you,. 

It  is  evident,  that,  as  all  bad  company  is  danger¬ 
ous,  io  the  nearer  it  is  to  us,  and  the  more  frequent 
the  opportunities  ui  converging  with  it,  the  greater 
mifchief  will  it  probably  do  us.  Thofe  who  are  in 
the  conjugal  relation,  fiiould  make  it  their  great  bu- 
linefs  and  care,  to  adift  and  animate  each  other  in  the 
ways  of  God  ;  and  fuch  is  the  prevalency  of  our  finful 
nature,  and  fo  many  the  i-nares  and  temptations  of  lit';, 
that,  with  all  peffible  advantages  our  progrefs  will  be 
too  flow,  and  too  frequently  interrupted.  What  then 
could  you  expedf,  if  )ou  had  thofe,  not  only  in  your 
houfes  but  in  your  arms  too,  from  whom  you  would 
hardly  ev^r  hear  a  ferious  word  ;  and  who  would  per¬ 
haps  be  unwilling  to  give  you  the  hearing,  if  you 
fhould  attempt  any  fuch  difeourfe  :  nay,  might  poffl- 
h!y  revile  or  banter  you  for  it,  and  by  their  impious 
language,  and  wicked  example,  might  greatly  deaden 
religious  fentiments  in  your  heart,  and  either  prevent 
or  fruftrate  your  endeavours  for  communicating  them 
to  thofe  under  your  care  ?  When  chriftians  of  one  fex 
or  the  other,  chufe  fuch  a  companion  for  life,  they 
feem  to  lie  under  great  difhcrdties,  and  will  be  in  im- 
mineiU  danger,  either,  on  the  one  hand,  of  failing  in 
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a  due  alFe£tion  and  regard,  or  on  the  other,  of  being 
perverted  and  enfnared  by  that  very  afleclion,  which 
both  the  duties  of  the  relation,  and  the  comfort  of  life 
10  evidently  require.  If  any  of  you  have  taken  this 
hazardous  hep,  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  advife 
you,  to  be  daily  looking  up  to  God  for  that  extraor¬ 
dinary  prudence  which  your  circumstances  require.  But 
this  is  fuch  a  fituation,  that  I  cannot  forbear  praying, 
tnat,  as  for  thofe  of  you  who  are  yet  fmgle,  no  coniidera- 
tions  of  beauty,  wit,  temper,  or  fortune,  may  ever 
prevail  upon  you  to  bow  your  necks  to  fo  unequal  a 
yoke. 

3.  How  much  reafon  have  you  to  be  thankful,  if 
God  has  delivered  you  from  the  fnaresof  wicked 
company,  and  given  you  a  relifh  for  fuch  as  is, 
good, 

Think  how  eafily  you  might  have  been  entangled 
and  undone.  Think  how  many,  in  other  refpe.fts, 
at  lead  your  equals  in  wifdom  and  capacity,  are  in  this 
indance  making  a  foolifh  choice  ;  and  blefs  the  Lord, 
who  has  given  you  counfel  (a).  It  is  his  mercy,  that 
gives  you  ferious  and  ufeful  friends,  and  gives  you 
a  heart  to  value  them.  By  their  converfe  you 
may  gain  many  advantages  directly  oppofite  to 
the  evils  i  have  been  defcribing.  Be  humbled,  that 
you  improved  thefe -advantages  no  better;  and  pray 
for  the  aids  of  divine  gn;ce,  that  for  the  future  they 
may  be  more  diligently  regarded*  And  if  providence 
ever  lead  you  into  the  company  of  carnal  boners, 
which  the  rnoil  pious  and  refolute  cannot  wholly  a- 
void,  labour  that  they  may  be  fomething  the  better 
for  you,  and  you  not  the  worfe  for  them  ;  and  eonfi- 
der  all  the  irregularities  you  obferve  in  them,  as  far¬ 
ther  motives  of  thankfulnefs  to  God,  for  making  a 
difference  betwixt  them  and  yon,  and  giving  you  com¬ 
pany  fo  much  more  amiable  than  theirs.  Once  more. 

4.  Let  young  pcrfons  of  a  regular  character  take 
great  heed,  that  they  do  not,  by  infenfible  de- 

gvees. 
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grees,  become  dangerous  companions  to  each 
other. 

That  Tocial  turn  of  mind  which  is  natural  to  men, 
and  efpecially  to  young  pcrfons,  may  perhaps  lead 
you  to  form  yourlelves  into  little  focieties,  particulai- 
ly  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  to  fpend  your  evenings 
together.  13ut  let  me  intrcat  you  to  be  cautious  how 
you  fpend  them.  If  your  games  and  your  cups  take 
up  your  hours,  you  will,  to  be  lure,  quickly  corrupt 
each  other,  and  foon  degenerate  into  a  club  of  rakes 
and  debauchees.  Farewell  then  to  prayer,  and  every 
other  religious  exercife  in  feciet.  Farewell  to  ail  my 
pleafing  hopes  of  you,  and  to  thofe  hopes  which  your 
pious  parents  have  enteitained.  \  ou  will  then  be¬ 
come  examples  and  inltanees  of  all  the  evils  I  have  fo 
largely  been  defcribing.  Plead  not  that  thefe  things 
are  lawful  in  themfelves,  fo  are  moft  of  thofe,  in  a 
certain  degree,  which  by  their  abufe  prove  the  deflruc- 
tion  of  mens  fouls  and  bodies.  *  If  you  meet,  let  it 
be  for  rational  and  chtillian  conversation;  and  let 
prayer  and  other  devotions  have  their  frequent  place 
among  ft  you.  And  if  you  fay,  or  think  that  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  thefe  will  fpoil  the  company,  it  is  high  time 
for  you  to  flop  your  career,  and  call  yourfelves  to  an 
account  ;  for  it  feems,  by  fuch  a  thought,  that  you 
are  lovers  of  pleafure,  much  more  than  of  God  (#)» 
Some  of  thefe  tilings  appear  to  have  a  tinfture  of  fe- 
verity  :  but  confider,  whether  (in  prefent  circumftan- 
ces*  i  I  could  have  proved  myfelf  faithful  to  you,  and 
to  him  in  whole  name  I  fpeak,  if  I  had  omitted  the 
caution  I  have  now  been  giving  you.  1  {hall  only  add, 
that,  had  I  loved  you  lefs  tenderly,  I  had  perhaps 
warned  von  more  coldly  of  this  dangerous  and  deadly 
fiiare.  May  God  render  the  admonition  as  fuccefsful, 
as  I  am  fure  it  is  feafonable  and  neceflary  ! 

SERMON 

(A  2  Tim,  iii.  4. 

*  N.  B,  The  'fubflance  of  this  fermon  was  fil'd  preached  at 
Harborough,  December  25,  1725  ;  and  afterwards,  at  North¬ 
ampton,  on  that  day  eight  years, 
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For  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thir/ry ,  and 
f  oods  upon  the  dry  ground :  1  will  pour  my  Spirit 
upon  thy  feed,  and  my  bl effing  upon  thine  offspring  ; 
and  they  fall fpring  up  as  among  the  grafs,  as  wil¬ 
lows  by  the  water-courfes  :  one  pall  fay,  l  am  the 
Lords  ;  and  another  jh all  call  himfelf  by  the  name 
of  Jacob  ;  and  another pall  fubfcribe  with  his  hand 
unto  the  Lord,  and  fur  name  himfelf  by  the  name  of 
IfraeL 


ON  the  hr  ft  hearing  of  thefe  words,  you  will  eafdy 
apprehend,  that  they  afford  abundance  of  very 
proper  matter  for  a  difcourfe  to  young  people  ;  but 
you  may  perhaps  be  furprifed  when  I  tell  yen,  that  I 
(hall  take  occafion  from  them  to  addrefs  religious  youth, 
with  a  large  invitation  to  an  early  attendance  on  the 
table  of  the  Lord. 

This  is  a  furprife  which  I  do  not  at  all  affefl  to 
give  ;  for  to  prefs  in  a  fcripture  to  ferve  a  purpofe  fo¬ 
reign  to  its  original  defign,  and  to  turn  a  mere  allufi- 
on  into  an  argument,  is,  in  its  degree,  to  handle  the 
word  of  God  deceitfully  (a),  and  is  indeed  an  injury 
to  it,  rather  than  an  honour.  So  that  1  much  fear, 

that 
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that  by  thus  attempting  to  make  every  thing  of  the 
feripture,  we  fhall  at  length  come  to  make  nothing  of 
it ;  for  thofe  feemingly  diftant  extremes  approach 
nearer  to  each  other  than  fome  feem  to  be  aware. 

But  I  hope,  my  friends,  you  have  learnt  to  judge 
of  the  pertinency  of  feripture  to  my  purpofe  in  hand, 
not  merely  by  the  firft  found  of  the  words,  but  by  an 
attentive  view  of  its  fenfe  and  connexion  $  and  when 
the  words  I  have  been  reading  are  diligently  examined, 
they  may:  appear  more  fuitable  to  my  defign  than  you 
at  hrft  apprehended. 

Though  God  had  before  been  reproving  Ifrael  with 
great  feverity,  and  felling  their  fins  in  order  before 
them  (b)y  he  intimates  purpofes  of  grace  and  mercy, 
which  he  yet  entertained  toward  them,  unworthy  as 
they  were  (r).  And,  in  order  to  prepare  them  for  farther 
favours,  he  promifes,  in  the  words  of  the  text,  to  pour 
out  upon  them  an  abundant  effufion  of  the  bleffed  fpi- 
rit.  Now  we  well  know,  by  a  multitude  of  feriptures, 
which  I  muff  not  particularly  enumerate,  that  it  was 
to  be  in  the  latter  day,  i.  e.  the  gofpel-times,  that  this 
glorious  promife  was  molt  eminently  to  be  fulfilled  \  cl). 

The  bleffed  efFe&s,  which  were  to  attend  its  accom- 
plifhment,  are  deferibed  in  great  variety  and  elegance 
of  language  They  are  reprefented  by  the  refrefh- 
ment  which  water  gives  to  him  that  is  thirfly,  and 
which  plentiful  floods  of  it  afford  to  the  dry  ground, 
when  fcorched  with  the  fummer’s  heat.  Accordingly 
it  is  laid,  that  they,  and  their  offspring  too,  fhould  flou- 
rifh  in  religion,  like  the  grafs  when  thus  abuudantly  re- 
frefhed,  or  like  willows  by  the  water-courfes,  the  ver¬ 
dure  of  which  is  to  delightful,  and  the  growth  fo  fpee- 
dyr,  that  no  more  proper  emblem  could  have  been  cho- 
fen.  Thus  fhould  the  fouls  of  the  children  flourifh, 
through  the  divine  blefling,  on  the  inflrndtions  of  pious 
parents,  and  other  methods  appointed  by  God  for  their 
religious  improvement  And  in  the  next  words  the 
prophet  ufes  flili  greater  plain nefs  of  fpeech,  to  let  us 

know 


{b)  Pfa.1.  1.  21 .  (<r)  Ifa.  xliii.  Z2-«~2%.  {d)  Compare  Ezeka 
xxxvi.  Zee h.  xih  10.  Joel  ii*  17.  John  vii.  38,  39. 
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know  that  their  number  fhould  be  confiderable,  and 
their  refolutions  for  God  firm  and  determinate.  One 
and  another,  this  man  and  that,  fhould  come  and  own 
his  relation  to  God,  fhowld  publicly  enter  himfelf  into 
the  engagements  of  his  covenant,  and  put  in  an  hum¬ 
ble  claim  to  the  important  blefling  it  was  intended  to 
convey.  One  fhall  fay,  I  am  the  Lord’s  ;  and  another 
(hall  call  himfelf  by  the  name  of  Jacob;  and  another 
fit  all  fubferibe  with  his  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  fur- 
name  himfelf  by  the  name  of  Ifrael. 

Some  very  celebrated  translators  and  critics  under- 
Hand  the  words,  which  we  render,  tc  Subfcribe  with 
“  his  hand  unto  the  Lord,”  in  a  fenfe  a  little  different 
from  that  which  our  englifh  verfion  has  given  them. 
They  would  rather  render  them,  “  Another  fhall 
**  write  upon  his  hand,  I  am  the  Lord’s*  and  they 
fuppofe  it  refers  to  a  cuflom  which  formerly  prevailed 
In  the  Eafl,  of  damping  the  name  of  the  general  on 
the  foldierf,  or  that  of  the  mailer  on  the  flavesj.  As 
this  name  was  lometimes  borne  on  the  forehead,  fo  at 
other  times  on  the  hand  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  feveral 
feriptures,  which  may  eafily  be  recollected,  are  to  be 
explained  as  ahuding  to  thisj.  Now  from  hence  it 

feems 


*  The  Hebrew  is  Ep  21^  Tub  which  the  LXX 

tganfiate  zzitt;  S7rtyi wp&i  y/aoi  Tk  ©£&  upi. 

f  Sieut  milites  imperatoris  nomen  in  tnanu  feriptum  hahe* 
bant.  Grot,  Manui  jure  inferibent  facramentum  Jehovre,  lie  at 
milites,  &c.  Bren .  Vkl.  JEtius ,  lib.  viii.  cap.  12.  Sigon.  Lb. 


i«  cap.  8.  lib.  ii .  cap.  5.  &  Augvjtin ,  Epift.  xx. 

t  S’ervi  etiam  c’im  ftigma  manui  i  mi  Hum  ferebant,  cx  mo 
agnofeerentur..  Mercator.  See  Hammond ,  on  Rev,  xiii.  15, 

§  Thus  it  is  faid,  Pvev  xiii.  16,  17.  That  all  men, — bond 
and  free,  received  the  mark  of  the  bead  in  their  right-hand,  or 
in  their  foreheads ;  and  that  without  it  none  might  buy  or  fell. 
And,  in  another  place,  we  read  of  an  angel,  that  had  the  feal 
of  the  living  Gcd, — to  feal  his  Levants  in  their  foreheads, 
(Rev.  vii.  2,  3.)  In  allufion  to  this  alfo  our  Lord  promifes. 
Rev.  Lb  IL  1  will  write  upon  him  that  overcometh,  the 
name  of  my  God,  and  my  new  name.  On  this  account  ciirif- 
t&ans  are  faid  to  be  fealedby  the  Spirit  unto  the  day  of  redemp¬ 
tion;  (Eph.  iv  30.)  as  by  his  operations  God  owns  them  as 
his  ,  and  Leu  res  them  to  himfelf,  and  to  this  God  feems  to  re- 
far,  in  thoL  condescending  words,  Xfaiah  xlix.  16.  I  have 
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fecms  to  have  grown  into  a  cuftom  amongft  Tome  ido¬ 
latrous  nations,  when  folemnly  devoting  themfelves  to 
the  fervice  of  any  deity,  to  be  initiated  into  it  by  re¬ 
ceiving  fome  marks  in  their  flefh,  which  might  never 
wear  out*.  i  his  interpretation  the  original  will  cer¬ 
tainly  bear;  and  it  here  makes  a  very  ftrong  and  beau¬ 
tiful  fenfe,  fince  every  true  chriftian  has  a  facred  and 
an  indelible  charafter  upon  him  which  fliall  never  be 
eraied.  But  if  we  retain  our  own  verfion,  it  will 
come  to  nearly  the  fame,  and  evidently  refers  to  a 
practice  which  was  fometimes  ufed  among  the  Jews 
(a),  and  which  is  indeed  exceeding  natural,  of  oblig¬ 
ing  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  God,  by  fetting  their 
hand  to  fome  written  articles  emphatically  exprefling 
luch  a  refolution.  So  that  you  fee  it  mull  imply,  that 
tney  who  were,  by  the  influences  of  divine  grace, 
brought  to  a  ferious  fenfe  of  religion,  flioukl  in  a  pub¬ 
lic  and  foie  min  manner,  exprefs  their  fubjedion  to 
God,  and  their  readinefs  to  enter  into  covenant  with 
him  ;  and  whatever  rites  fhould  by  him  be  appointed 
*ns  the  tokens^ of  fuch  a  refolution,  the  text  muft  inti¬ 
mate  a  chearful  compliance  with  them.  For  it  would 
be  moll  unreasonable  to  imagine  that  any,  of  fuch  a 
character,  and  in  fuch  circumftances,  would  prefer 
any  form  invented  by  themfelves,  or  dictated  merely 
by  human  prudence,  to  the  exprefs  Ordinance  and 
mflitution  of  God.  Now,  forafmuch,  as  it  is  evident, 
that,  under  the  chriftian  difpenfation,  the  Lord’s  fup- 
per  is  appointed  to  fuch  purpofes,  the  text  mult  i  en¬ 
graven  Zion  on  the  palms  of  my  hands.  See  alio  Ezek. 

To  this  cuftom  fome  think  St.  Paul  alludes,  when  he  fpeaks 
,c  ?f  *c  nmrks  of  Chnft,  which  he  bare  in  his  body,  Gal.  vi. 
Xy.  i  otter  s  G r.  Antiq.  vol.  ii,  pa g.  y. 

*  Quos  Deo  alicui  confecrabram  &  initiabant,  ho3  ftiemati- 
bus  inurebant.  .  Pnifc.  Leac.  in  infer  ip.  And  Lucian  %  Dei 
oj,-.  lays  tertis  notis  compunguntur  omnes;  alii  quidem  in 
v°ia  roanos,  ala  m  cervice,  &c.  The  manner  of  doing  it  is 
•defcribed  Dy  Prudent™,  VSf,  5*p*y .  Hymn  x.  ver.  107  r  &c. 

And  many  commentators  fuppofe  this  rite  to  be  referred  to  Lev.’ 

V  ’  y.  ,ie  flla11 110t  print  any  marks  upon  you.  See  Pool', 
Synepf.  rn  loc.  &  spencer  de  Lei  Hebr.  lib  ,i.  cap.  J4 

W  Nett,  h.  38,  x.  v). 
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ply  an  attendance  upon  it :  and  when  we  fee  young 
chriftrans  presenting  themSelves  at  this  holy  Solemnity, 
and  joining  themSelves  to  God  and  his  church  in  it, 
wc  may  properly  Say,  they  SubScribe  with  their  hand 
to  the  Lord,  and  Surname  themSelves  by  the  name  of 
ISrael ;  juft  as  we  may  Say,  in  the  oldteftament  phraSe, 
that  incenfe  is  offered,  and  a  pure  offering  (a),  when 
holv  Souls  are  pouring  out  their  prayers  and  Supplica¬ 
tions  before  the  throne  of, grace,  though  odours  and 
viftims  no  longer  accompany  their  devotions. 

1  have  Surely  Said  enough,  and  perhaps  more  than 
enough,  to  account  for -my  chufing  thefe  words  to  in¬ 
troduce  the  difeourfe  1  have  in  view;  in  which  I  am 
to  prefs  thoSe  young  perSons,  whofe  hearts  God  has 
touched  by  his  SanXifymg  grace,  to  fubicnbe,  as  it 
were,  with  their  hand,  by  entering  themSelves  early  in¬ 
to  chriftian  communion,  and  eating  and  drinking  with 
our  Lord  at  his  table.  In  order  to  which,  I  Ihall, 

I.  PropoSe  Some  plain  and  important  arguments, 
to  engage  Such  to  an  early  attendance  on  this 
Sacred  inftitutibn. 

II.  Anfwer  Some  objeXions, .  which  are  mod  fre¬ 
quently  urged  to  excufe  the  negledl  of  it  :  and, 

III.  Conclude  with  hinting  at  Some  reflexions 
and  inferences,  which  Seem  naturally  to  prefent 
themSelves. 

May  divine  grace  render  this  attempt  the  means 
of  leading  many  young  perSons  into  a  convi&ion  of 
their  duty  and  intereft,  and  oi  adding  unto  the  church 
Such  as  Shall  be  faved  (b)  ! 

I.  I  to  offer  Some  plain  and  important  argu¬ 
ments  to  engage  religious  youth  to  an  early  attendance 
on  the  fupper  of  the  Lord. 

And,  before  I  enter  on  thefe,  I  muft  intreat  you 

to  remember,  that  it  is  to  religious  youth  only,  that 

I  add^efs  the  invitation.  I  well  know,  my  friends, 

that 
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that  the  facred  institution  I  am  now  recommending, 
is  a  moil  awful  and  folemn  thing.  I  know  it  was 
intended,  not  only  as  the  commemoration  of  a  Re¬ 
deemer’s  dyingjove,  but  as  a  feal  of  our  covenant  en¬ 
gagements  to  God  through  him  ;  fo  that  to  attend 
upon  it  without  a  fincere  defire  of  receiving  Chriit 
Jefus  the  Lord,  and  devoting  ourfelves  to  him,  is  a 
prophanation  that  renders  us,  in  fome  degree,  guilty 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord  ( a ).  I  am  very 
fenfibie  that  for  any  to  approach  it  in  fo  unworthy  a 
manner,  is  not  only  in  itfelf  a  finful  aflion,  but  may, 
in  its  confequences,  prove  a  fnare  to  their  own  fouls, 
a  Humbling  to  others,  and  a  difhonour  to  the  church. 
And  therefore,  far  from  encouraging  fuch  perfons  to 
come,  I  Should  think  it  a  very  neceffary  duty  to  la¬ 
bour  to  the  utmod  to  difluade  them  from  it,  and,  if 
providence  gave  me  an  opportunity,  to  prevent  their 
admittance. 

But  I  have  frequently  found,  and  I  believe  it  has 
been  the  experience  of  many  of  my  brethren  in  the 
minidry,  that  young  perfons,  not  only  of  a  very  fober 
and  regular  condud,  but  even  thofe  who  have  ap¬ 
peared  moll  deeply  impreffed  with  the  concerns  of 
their  fouls,  and  experimentally  acquainted,  fo  far  as 
we  can  judge,  with  regenerating  grace,  have,  in  ma¬ 
ny  in  dances,  fhewn  a  drange  coldnefs  to  this  blefied 
inditution  ;  and  we  have  known  not  a  few  who  have 
'grown  old  in  the  negled  of  it  I  apprehend  therefore, 
that  a  regard  to  -the  authority  and  glory  of  my  great 
mader,  to  the  comfort  and  improvement  of  your  fouls, 
and  to  the  edification  and  joy  of  the  church  in  gene¬ 
ral,  concur  to  require,  that  I  offer  you,  my  younger 
friends,  fome  public  admonitions  on  this  head ;  to 
which  I  now  defire  your  very  feiious  attention. 

^  ^  ^Pw rm ^ ^  me  more  largely  to  plead  the 
weight  of  a  dying  Redeemer’s  command,  as  well  as  the 
honour ,  the  pleafure,  and  the  various  advantages  of 
an  early  compliance  with  it. 


(a)  1  Cor.  xi.  47. 
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.1.  The  ordinance  to  which  I  now  invite  you,  is 
the  known  command  and  inftitution  of  a  dy¬ 
ing  Redeemer. 

1  need  not  enlarge  on  the  proof  of  what  is  fo  ap¬ 
parent.  You  undoubtedly  know  that  Matthew  and 
iMark,  and  Luke,  agree  in  giving  us  the  hiftory  of 
its  inilitution  (a.)  And  St.  Paul  afterwards  receiv¬ 
ed  it  by  exprefs  revelation  from  Chrift  (i)i  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  relates  it  in  a  very  circumftantial  and  pa¬ 
thetic  manner  ;  telling  us  not  only  that  Chrift  com¬ 
manded  that  this  fhould  be  done  in  remembrance  of 
him,  but  alfo  that,  by  .an  attendance  upon  it,  our 
Lord’s  death  is  fhewed  forth  till  he  come;;  plainly  in¬ 
timating  thereby,  (what  the  ends  of  the  ordinance 
do  farther  evince),  that  it  was  to  continue  in  the 
.church  to  its  remoteft  ages.  So  that,  on  the  whole, 
you  exceedingly  miftake  if  you  imagine  this  to  be 
mere  matter  of  choice,  in  any  other  fenfe,  than  as 
all  the  duty  of  a  rational  creature  is  fo.  Our  Lord 
has  plainly  determined  the  matter  by  his  own  facred 
authority,  leaving  this  ordinance  in  charge  to  all  his 
followers.  I  fay  to  all,  for  there  is  no  limitation  as 
to  the  age  of  thofe  that  (hould  attend  it.  It  is  a 
command  to  young  and  old,  as  well  as  to  rich  and 
poor;  and  all,  that  are  capable  of  underftanding  it, 
are  obliged  to  comply  with  it,  ,  and  thereby  to  do  then’ 
homage  to  their  exalted  fovereign,  and  exprefs  their 
gratitude  to  their  moft  generous  friend.  And  can  you 
in  reafon  refufe  your  compliance  ?  Methinks  the  name 
of  the  fon  of  God  fhould.  carry  along  with  it  an  au¬ 
thority  too  great  to  be  defpifed,  ^nd  the  name  of 
■your  redeemer  a  conftraming  love  too  forcible  to  be 
withftood  ;  especially  the  name  of  a  dying  Redeem¬ 
er.  Surely,  my  friends,  if  a  dying  parent,  or  bro¬ 
ther,  had  given  you  a  charge  almoft  with  his  expiring 
breath,  you  could  not  lightly  have  a&ed  contrary  to 
it.  How  much  greater  regard  do  you  owe  to. what 

the 

(a)  Matt,  xxv h  26—21*  (^VM&rk  xiv.  22— 24.  Luke  xxii, 

20,  I  Cor.  xi.  23  & 
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tlie  blefled  Jefus  appointed  (as  the  apoHle  mod  perti¬ 
nently  obferves)  the  fame  night  in  which  he  was  be¬ 
trayed  (a)  !  Had  it  been  fome  hard  tiling  that  he 
had  then  enjoined,  and  had  the  reafon  of  it  been  un¬ 
known,  fo  that  it  had  appeared  as  a  mere  arbitrary 
inftitution,  the  negledt  of  it  had  been  foolifh  and  un¬ 
grateful.  Had  it  been  a  more  painful  rite  than  that 
of  initiation  amongft  the  Jews,  more  laborious  than 
their  frequent  journies  to  Jerufalem,  and  more  coftly 
than  the  facrifices  they  offered  there,  the  precept  of 
our  dying  Lord  had  carried  in  it  an  abundant  anfwer 
to  all  that  eafe  or  intereft  could  have  pleaded  againft 
it  :  how  much  more,  when  the  reafon  is  fo  evident, 
and  the  obfervadon,  in  all  refpcdls,  fo  eafy  !  Judge, 
I  pray  you,  whether  it  would  be  negle&ed.  Judge, 
whether  it  be  a  decent  thing,  that  when  we  are  fit¬ 
ting  down  to  break  and  eat  bread,  and  to  pour  forth 
and  drink  wine,  that  we  may  reprefent  the  breaking 
of  Chrift’s  body,  and  tile  pouring  forth  of  his  blood,, 
and  feal  our  covenant-engagemeuta  with  him,  more 
than  one  half  of  the  proftfiing  chriflians  in  the  aflem- 
bly  fhould  rife,  and  either  leave  the  place,  or  with¬ 
draw  to  a  diflance  from  the  holy  table.  What  is  this 
but  to  fay,  “  We  will  now  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
iS  memorials  of  a  crucified  Saviour  V9  Will  you,  my 
friends,  thus  feparate  yourfelves  from  us  ?  What  if 
others  were  to  learn  of  you,  and  to  imitate  your  ex¬ 
ample  ?  Where  would  the  ordinance  quickly  be  ? 
Nay,  where  would  it  already  have  been,  had  this 
temper  prevailed  ?  Where,  but  in  our  bibles  ?  For 
there  it  would  Hill  have  Hood,  to  condemn  our  un¬ 
grateful  difobedience,  as  it  condemns  yours. 

2.  An  early  attendance  upon  this  ordinance  will 
be  truly  honourable  to  you. 

I  wifh  I  could  fay  that  the  omiiTion  of  it  were, 
in  the  repute  of  the  generality  of  pro  felling  chiiHi- 
ans,  fo  dilhonourable  as  it  ought  j  but  it  is  now 

,  grown 
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giown  io  common,  that  much  of  the  juft  Infamy  of 
it.  is  vvorn  oft.  Nevertheiefs,  if  we  will  ferioufly  con- 
i j cl c r  it,  we  mud  own,  that  where  reafon  and  duty  re¬ 
quire  any  practice,  (which  I  have  already  proved  to  be 
the  cafe  here,)  the  more  frequently  it  is  negledled, 
the  more  hononraole  13  a  regard  to  it  ;  as  it  argues  a 
laudable  fortitude  of  mind,  to  oppofe  a  prevailing 
evil,  by  which  multitudes  are  borne  away.  And  who, 
that  hath  any  fenfe  of  generofity  and  goodnefs,  would 
not  whh  to  fignalize  himfelf  on  fuch  an  cccafion  as 
this? 

I  appeal  to  your  own  hearts,  my  brethren,  even 
when  you  have  divefled  yourfelves  of  every  fentiment 
of  oftentation  and  pride,  (which  I  would  not  defire 
to  prefs  into  the  fervice  of  the  fan&uary),  would  it 
not  afford  you  a  rational  and  pious pleafure  to  reded, 
that  your  fellow- chriftians  might  fay  with  regard 
to  you,  44  Thefe  are  the  perfons  who  are  happily  dif- 
“  tinguifhed  from  mofl  of  their  companions,  by  ohedi- 
44  ence  to  God  and  gratitude  to  their  Redeemer; 
11  they  dare  (land  up  for  the  honour  of  his  inftituti- 
44  ons,  and  of  his  name,  in  the  midit  of  all  the  lan- 
44  guar,  and  all  the  impiety  of  a  degenerate  age. 
44  Far  from  running  with  others  to  the  fame  excefs 
44  of  riot  (a),  they  do  not  only  fecretly  retire,  that 
44  they  may  converfe  with  God,  and  devote  themfelves 
44  to  him,  but  they  have  the  courage  openly  to  ap+ 
44  pear  in  fo  good  a  caufe.  Far  from  being  afhamed 
44  of  Chrill,  or  ©f  his  words,  in  this  adultrous  and  lin- 
44  fyl  generation  (£),  they  readily  expofe  themfelves 
•4  to  all  the  glorious  reproach  of  a  determinate  adher- 
44  ence  to  him.  Thus  do  they  publicly  declare,  that 
44  their  hearts  are  touched  with  a  fenfe  of  his  love, 
44  and  infpired  with  refolution  for  his  fervice.  And 
44  as  they  are  thus  planted  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord 
44  (<■'.),  we  hope  they  will  fiourifh.  to  old  age  there; 
44  fo  that  generations,  which  are  yet  unborn,  fhall  be 
44  refrefbed  ,by  their  fhade,  and  nourifhed  by  their 
44  fruit.”  Thus  will  you,  like  Jabez  (J1,  be  more 

honour- 

(r/)  I  Pet.  iv,  4.  (/>)  Marie  viii.  38.  (t)  Pfal.  xcii.  Ij,  14, 

(d)  I  Chron.  iv.  9,  10. 
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honourable  than  all  your  brethren,  if,  like  him,  you 
call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  or,  in  the  language 
of  the  text,  fubfcribe  with  your  hand  unto  him. 

3.  Let  me  plead  the  pleafure  which  this  ordinance 
affords,  as  a  farther  argument  for  an  early  at¬ 
tendance  upon  it. 

If  your  hearts  have  been  touched  by  regenerating 
grace,  you  mufl  furely  know,  that  communion  with 
God  through  a  mediator  is  unutterably  delightful ; 
mnd  muft  own,  that  when  you  enjoy  it,  your  fouls 
.are  fatisfied,  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs  (a).  If 
this  be  the  cafe,  I  am  fure  you  would  look  with  an 
holy  fcorn  on  any  fenfual  gratification  that  could 
be  brought  in  comparifon  with  thofe  fublime  and 
facred  enteitainments.  Now,  when  you  confrder 
the  Lord’s  fupper  as  an  ordinance  of  divine  appoint¬ 
ment,  you  have  juft  reafon  to  hope,  that  God  will 
honour  it  with  his  gracious  prefence  ;  nay,  when 
you  confider  the  nature  and  defign  of  the  inftituti- 
on,  you  may  probably  expeft  feme  peculiar  fweet- 
rtefs  and  delight  in  it  beyond  what  you  have  hither¬ 
to  known.  I  fay  not,  that  you  can  be  abfolutdy 
fecure  of  your  finding  it  ;  for  it  becomes  the  lo- 
vereignty  of  the  ever  bleffed  God,  not  to  confine 
himfelf  invariably  to  any  method  of  operation  ;  left: 
his  agency  fhouid  at  length  be  difregarded  in  it,  and 
the  honour  transferred  to  the  inftrument  :  but  I 
fpeak  of  what  may  probably  be  found  ;  and  1  think 
I  might  here  appeal  to  all  confiderate  perfens,  who 
know  any  thing  of  the  workings  of  the  human  mind  ; 
for  1  perfuade  myfelf  they  would  be  compelled  to  al¬ 
io  w,  that  a  regular  attendance  on  fnch  a  folemnity 
has  a  dir  eft  tendency,  to  produce  the  moft  delight¬ 
ful  fenfations  in  a  foul  deeply  impreffed  with  the 
great  principles  of  our  chriftian  faith. 

Oh,  my  friends,  what  a  feene  is  there  opened,  when, 
by  thefe  lively  memorials  of  his  dying  love,  the  Lord 

If  2  ] efus 
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Telus  Chrift  is  evidently  fet  forth  as  crucified  among  u§ 
(a)  !  Surely  the  fpe&aclc  mull  be  delightful,  even  to 
creature?  who  are  themfelves  perfectly  innocent  and 
holy  !  Surely  the  angels,  who  probably  are  prefent  in 
the  churches  while  the  folemnity  is  performed,  mud 
attend  It  with  a  pleafing  mixture  of  admiration,  and 
of  joy  !  “  Thus,”  may  they  be  ready  to  fay  to  each 
other  <c  thus  was  the  great  defign  accomplifhed  !  In 
“  fuch  fufferings  did  the  fon  of  God  expire  !  by  fuch 
iurprifing  heps  of  condefcenlion  and  of  love,  were 
“  apoftate  creatures  recovered  to  their  God,  thus  was 
the  flamingo  vengeance  of -the  divine  majefly  atoned  \ 

**  a°d  now  he  is  gradoufly  fmiling  upon  them  ;  and 
thefe  happy  fouls  are  fitting,  as  around  their  fathers*  • 
“  board,  and  anticipating  the  entertainments  of  our 
Ci  celeftial  world.' ” 

But  the  gueft,  who  is  called  to  fit  down  at  fuch  a 
banquet,  may  well  be  fuppofed,  to  feel  fome  tender  and 
tranfporting  pleafure,  beyond  that  of  fuch  an  angelic 
fpe&ator.  “  Thefe,”  oh  my  foul,  may  the  believer 
fay,  when  the  bread  is  broken,  and  the  wine  poured 
out,  “  theie  were  the  painful  fufferings,  which  the 
^  bieffed  Redeemer  endured  for  fuch  a  wretch  as  I  am: 

for  he  loved  me,  and,  gave  himfclf  for  me  (b)  :  he 
si  was  wounded  for  my  trail  fgreffions,  he  was  bruifed- 
for 

mine  iniquities  (<r).  All  thefe  dreadful  conilitls 
ot  nature  did  be  pafs  through  to.  avert  from  me  that 
■*  weight  of  wrath,  whicli  would  otherwife  have  over- 
((  whelmed  me  beyond  all  hope  of  deliverance.  And 
“  here  are  the  emblems  of  his  dying  love  and  his  living 
iS  care.  Here  are  the  precious  feals  of  that  everlaft- 
“  ing  covenant  cilabliOied  in  his  blood,  which,  as  it 
is  well  ordered  in  all  tilings,  and  fure,  is  all  my  fal- 
vation,  and  all  my  defire  (d)«  By  thefe  tokens  doth 
li  a  faithful  God  affure  me,  that  my  iins  are  pardon- 
u  ed,  that  I  am  admitted  into  his  family,  and  intitled 
tl  to  all  the  invaluable  bleffmgs  of  his  children.  De- 
il  lightful  thought  !  I  have  nothing  now  to  do,  but 

quietly 

(A  Gal,  iii.  I.  (o')  Gab  ii.  20.  (r)  Ifa,  liii  J, 

(d).  2  Sam,  xxiii,  y. 
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quietly  to  fit  down,  and  wait  with  a  holy  fenfe  and 
44  tranquility  of  foul  for  the  intimations  of  his  father’s 
44  will,  till  he  calls  me  to  dwell  in  his  houfe  above. 
44  Yet  a  little  while,  oh  my  foul,  and  thou  fhalt  rife 
44  to  nobler  enjoyments  than  even  thefe;  for  the  bread 
44  thou  hall  been  eating,  and  the  wine  thou  hall  been 
44  drinking,  are  pledges  of  a  divine  banquet  above,  in 
44  the  vifible  and  immediate  prefence  of  the  bleffed 
4-  founder  of  the  facred  feaft.  The  fecurity  of  the  co- 
44  venant  I  have  this  day  been  fealing,  will  continue 
44  in  full  force  when  the  bands  of  nature  are  dilfolved  : 
44  if  I  drink  no  more  with  my  Saviour  of  this  fruit  of 
44  the  vine  here,  I  fhall  drink  it  new  with  him  in  his 
44  father’s  kingdom  (#)  ;  and  therefore  may  encoun- 
44  ter  death  in  the  triumphant  accents  of  good  old- 
44  Simeon  (Z>),  now,  Lord,  lettell  thou  thy  fervant 
6i  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falva- 
44  tion.” 

Through  the  divine  goodnefs,  I  hope  we  can  fay, 
we  fpeak  what  we  know7  (e)  ;  and  teflify,  not  only 
what  we  have  heard  from  the  experience  of  others/ 
but  what  we  have  ourfelves  tailed  and  felt.  Thus  is 
God  vifiting  and  refrelbing  our  fouls,  while  we  are  at¬ 
tending  at  the  blrlfcd  ordinance  ;  and  why  will  you 
not  come  and  lhare  with  us  in  the  entertainments, 
fo  fineerely  and  fo  freely  offered?  is  he  not  fay¬ 
ing  unto  you,  Eat,  oh  my  frieqds  ;  and  drink, 
yea  drink  abundantly,  oh  my  beloved  (d)  ?  Why  then 
do  you  wrong  your  own  fouls,  as  well  as  affront  his 
goodnefs,  by  negle£ling  the  invitation  ?  Would  you 
come  thus  early,  you  might  promife  yourfelves  a  pe¬ 
culiar  welcome,  and  a  peculiar  pleafure.  Many  pain¬ 
ful  reflections  might  by  this  means,  be  prevented,  and 
the  evidence  of  your  fincerity  be  more  happily  fecured  ; 
not  to  fay,  that  while  your  fpirius  are  brilk  and  active, 
you  may  feel  the  impreffion  of  thefe  facred  pardons, 
which  are  lo  fuited  to  this  occafion,  with  greater  ener* 

gy* 

(?)  Matt.  xxvi.  29.  (b)  Luke  ii.  29,  30. 

(€>  John  iii,  II.  (/)  Cantvv,  I. 
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gy,  and  greater  tendernefs,  than  could  be  expe&ed 
under  the  decays  of  nature,  in  the  evening  of  life. 

-  I  fhall  only  add,  that  thefe  fublime  pleafures  are  not 
limiteG  to  the  happy  moments  which  you  fpend  in  an 
immediate  attendance  on  this  feaft  of  love ;  but  they 
may  be  renewed,  and  perhaps  fometimes  increafed,  by 
refle&ion  ?  whereas  that  often  brings  a  (ling  along 
w  ith  it,  more  than  fufficient  to  balance  all  the  fweet- 
nels  to  be  found  in  irregular,  fenfual  delights. 

4.  An  early  attendance  on  the  Lord’s  fupper 
would  be  very  ufeful  as  weli  as  entertaining. 

It  may  probably  be  ufeful,  both  to  yourfelves,  and 
others.  I  fay, 

(1)  It  might  be  ufeful  to  yourfelves  in  a  variety 
of  refpe&s. 

I  confider,^  that  I  am  now  fpeaking  to  them  that 
look  upon  improvement  in  religion  as  their  high  eft  in- 
tereft;  and  therefore  fhall  only  endeavour  to  fhew  you, 
what  a  tendency  this  ordinance  has  to  afiift  you  there¬ 
in  ;  and  that  is  fo  evident,  that  I  need  not  dwell 
largely  on  particulars,  which,  when  fuggefted  in  a 
few  words,  may  furnifh  you  with  matter  of  ample 
meditation.  I  fhall  but  mention  then  the  following 
hints. 

The  preparatory  exercifes  of  devotion  might  be  ve¬ 
ry  awakening  and  edifying  to  you.  'The  review  of, 
your  conduct,  which  you  would  be  taking  on  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  thefe  fdlemn  feafons;  the  prayers  and  praifes 
you  would  then  be  addreffing  to  God,  and  the  medi¬ 
tations  in  which  your  minds  would  be  employed, 
would  roufe  you  out  of  that  lethargy  into  which  you 
may  be  ready  to  fink,  and  which  the  beft  of  men  find 
too  frequently  prevailing. 

The  veiws  of  a  bleeding  Redeemer,  of  a  reconciled 
God,  of  a  confirmed  covenant,  and  of  a  world  of  ap¬ 
proaching  glory,  which  this  ordinance  fo«  naturally  ex¬ 
hibit 
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hibits,  would  drengthen,  as  well  as  delight,  your  fouls; 
a-nd,  by  virtue  of  the  refrefhments  received  at  thele 
folemnities,  you  might  be  enabled  to  go  on  your  way 
rejoicing,  and  to  make  a  fenfible  progrefs  in  you  jour¬ 
ney  towards  the  heavenly  Canaan. 

The  remembrance  of  thofe  folemn  engagements, 
with  which  you  would  then  be  binding  your  iouls  un¬ 
to  the  Lord,  would  be  a  ready  anfwer  in  hours  of  fu¬ 
ture  temptations.  You  would  dart  back  with  horror 
at  the  thought  of  alienating  your  lervices  from  a  God, 
to  whom  you  had  fo  ferioufly  and  publicly  devoted 
them  ;  and  of  returning  to  thofe  follies  and  fins,  which 
you  had  in  a  peculiarly  manner  covenanted  againil  :  for 
this  would  appear  to  be  adding  facrilege  and  perjury  to 
the  guilt  of  all  your  other  offences. 

I  fhall  only  add  here,  that,  by  entering*  thus  early 
into  the  communion  of  a  church,  you  will  be  brought 
under  the  more  immediate  infpe<ffion  of  the  pallor  of 
it,  and  like  wife  of  your  chridian  brethren  ;  whofe 
faithful  and  tender  admonitions  may  be  of  great  affift- 
anceto  your  unexperienced  youth,  and  happily  promote 
your  progrefs,  both  in  the  paths  of  prudence,  and  of 
holinefs.  Nay,  the  very  thoughts  of  having  drawn 
upon  you  the  eyes  of  a  lociety,  and  of  others  too,  would 
engage  you  to  feme  more  than  ordinary  care,  that  you 
might  not  incur  their  cenfure,  or  difappoint  the  ex¬ 
pectations  which  many  have  raifed  of  you.  And,  in 
confirmation  of  all  this,  I  cannot  but  ©bferve,  that  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  mod  eminent  chridians  1  have  ever  known, 
were  found  amongd  thofe,  who  in  their  early  days  took 
tlxis  method  of  giving  themfeives  to  God  and  his  peo¬ 
ple. — I  might  farther  (hew  you,  * 

(2)  That  your  compliance  with  the  exhortation  I 
am  now  enforcing,  might  be  life  fill  to  others,  as  well 
as  to  youidelves. 

This  is  indeed,  in  part  a  confequence  of  the  former; 
for,  the  more  your  own  fouls  are  advanced  in  know¬ 
ledge  and  holinefs,  the  more  capable,  and  the  more  rea- 
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dy  will  you  be,  to  promote  the  intereft  of  Chrift  in  the 
world,  and  to  do  good  to  thofe  that  are  round  about 
you.  But  I  would  efpecially  lead  you  to  confider, 
your  attendance  itfelf,  feparate  from  thefe  re¬ 
moter  confequences  of  it,  might  probably  be  ufeful  to 
others. 

Other  young  perfons  would,  very  probably,  be  a- 
wakened  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  by  your  example  ; 
and  thofe  who  are  more  advanced  in  years  may  be 
liiamed  out  of  their  negledl,  when  they  fee  thofe,  who 
are  fo  far  below  them  in  age,  getting  the  hart  of  them 
here.  Nor  have  inftances  been  wanting  within  the 
circle  of  our  own  acquaintance,  where  parents  have 
been  ftirred  up  to  a  holy  emulation,  by  the  early  zeal 
of  their  own  children  in  this  refpeft.  It  will  be  joy 
to  all  that  wifh  well  to  the  caufe  of  a  Redeemer  to  fee 
that  God  is  giving  him  youth,  like  the  drops  of  mor¬ 
ning-dew  (a),  and  caufing  converts  to  flock  to  him, 
hke  doves  unto  their  windows  (IJ :  but  miniflers  will 
have  a  peculiar  fhare  in  the  pleafure,  when  they  fee  of 
the  travail  of  their  foul  (r),  and  find,  that  there  are  at 
at  lead  fome  inflances,  in  which  they  do  not  labour  in 
vain,  and  ipend  their  drength  for  nought  (d).  Efpe¬ 
cially  fhall  thofe  of  us,  who  are  entering  on  the  work 
of  the  Lord*,  rejoice  to  meet  our  younger  brethren  at 
this  ordinance,  as  it  will  give  us  encouragement  to 
hope,  that  religion  will  not  die  in  Our  hands,  and  be 
buried  in  the  graves  of  our  more  aged  friends ;  but 
will  be  fupported  and  adorned  by  you  and  tranfmitted 
to  thole  that  are  yet  unborn.  The  joy  of  our  hearts 
on  this  occafion  may  add  vigour,  as  well  as  pleafure, 
to  our  labours  ;  and  fo,  through  the  concurrence  of  al¬ 
mighty  grace,  may  have  a  tendency  to  render  them  dill 
more  fuccefsful. 

Let  me  then  intreat  and  conjure  you,  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  King  of  glory  and  of  grace,  and  by  a  re¬ 
gard  to  the  honour,  the  pleafure  and  the  ufefulnefs  of 

your 
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•yotrr  liv*e£,  that  you  no  longer  perfift  in  the  neglect  of 
an  ordinance  fo  facred  and  noble,  fo  delightful  and  ad¬ 
vantageous. 

I  am  perfuaded,  you  mud  know  and  own,  that  the 
.arguments  I  have  urged  are  both  evident  and  weigh¬ 
ty  ;  and  yet  I  fear,  you  will  find  fomethingto  oppofe 
,to  them,  which  if  it  be  not  examined,  may  prevent 
or  at  lead  diminifh  their  fuccefc,  I  proceed  there- 
fore, 

II.  To  obviate  fome  objections,  .which  be  of¬ 
fered  in  excufe  for  a  longer  delay. 

And  here  I  fhallnot  raife  difficulties  merely  to  can- 
vafs  them,  but  confine  myfelf  to  fuch  objections  as  I 
have  heard  fome  urge  on  this  occafion;  and  fhall. brief¬ 
ly  fugged  fame  hints,  by  way  of  anfwer  to  them.  And 
if  the  enumeration  be  not  fo  large,  or  the  reply  fo  full 
as  you  could  with,  you  know  were  you  will  be  always 
■  welcome  to  propofe  your  fcruples  as  freely,  and  to 
-date  them  as  amply,  as  you  pleafe. 

i.  The  moil  obvious  reply  to  the  preceding  addrefs 
is,  that  u  you  fear  you  are  not  prepared  for  this 
ordinance,  and  therefore  apprehend,  that  your 
“attendance  would  prove  dangerous,  rather 
“  than  beneficial.” 

To  this  I  anlwer  ;  if  the  cafe  be  indeed  thus,  1  have 
■sJicady  told  you,  that  you  are  not  the  perfons  whom 
.X  have  been  addrcfling.  Neverthelefs,  give  me  leave 
-to  remind  you,  that  you  ought  not  rafhly  to  form. fuch 
a  conclufion  againll  yourfelves.  I  am  fure  the  matter 
requires  a  very  .attentive  examination  ;  and  perhaps, 
on  fuch  a  review,  you  may  find  things  are  not  fo  bad 
.as  you  imagine. 

You  fay,  you  are  not  prepared  :  but  I  hope  you 
know  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between 
the  nature  and  importance  of  an  a&ual  and  habitual 
pieparaticn.  It  is  plain,  that  aClual  preparation  con- 
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fills  In  thofe  extraordinary  devotions,  which,  when 
opportunity  permits,  we  fhould  ufe  in  our  approach 
to  this  facrament  ;  and  therefore  fuppofes  fuch  an 
approach  to  be  determined,  and  confequently  there 
can  be  no  room,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  to  objedl  the 
want  of  that. 

But  you  fear,  that  you  are  not  habitually  prepared, 
i.  e.  that  you  are  not  perfons  of  fuch  a  temper  and 
character  as  Chrift,  the  great  Lord  of  the  feaft,  has 
invited,  and  will  welcome  to  it.  To  determine  that, 
confider  the  purpofes  for  which  the  ordinance  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  obferve  how  far  your  prefent  temper  cor- 
refponds  to  them.  It  was  appointed  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  death  of  Chrift,  and,  in  this  view,  all  are  fit 
for  it,  who  regard  him  as  the  great  atoning  facrifice, 
and  defire  that  their  hearts  may  be  affe&ed,  and  therr 
lives  influenced  by  a  fen fe  of  his  dying  love.  t  is  a 
pledge  of  our  mutual  affe&ion  to  each  other,  even  to 
all  our  brethren  in  the  Lord  ;  and  in  this  refpecl,  all 
are  prepared  for  it  whofe  hearts  are  divefted  of  all  tur¬ 
bulent  and  unfriendly  pafiions,  and  overflow  with  un- 
diiTembled  charity  and  diffufive  benevolence.  True, 
will  you  perhaps  fay  ;  but  is  it  not  alfo  defigned  as  a 
feal  of  the  covenant  of  grace  ?  It  certainly  is  ;  and  it 
muft  be  a  very  criminal  prophanation  to  attend  it, 
while  an  alien  from  that  covenant  ;  your  determina¬ 
tion  therefore  muft  turn  on  the  anfvver  which  confci- 
rence  will  make,  as  to  your  readinefs  to  enter  yourfelves 
into  it.  For  if  this  be  your  prevailing  defire,  and 
ftedfaft  reflation,  you  have  not  only  a  right  to  the 
ordinance,  though  it  be  a  feal  of  the  covenant  ;  but 
its  being  appointed  by  Chrift,  in  this  view,  is  an  ad¬ 
ditional  and  very  weighty  argument  for  your  immedi¬ 
ate  and  frequent  attendance  upon  it.  And  here  the 
queftion  is  in  fhort  this  $  do  you  fincerely  defire  to 
a  make  an  unreftrved  furrender  of  yourfelves  to  God, 
<<  as  your  owner,  ruler,  and  fupreme.  felicity,  with 

a  humble  dependance  on  the  mediation  of  his  Ion, 

c«  and  the  enlivening  and  fanctifying  influence  of  his 
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fpirit  If  this  be  your  prevailing  defire,  and  fin- 
cere  purpofe,  you  may  afiure  yourfelves  of  the  kind- 
efl  welcome,  though  your  graces  may  be  attended 
with  a  great  deal  of  imperfection  and  weaknefs.  But 
11  you  are  gangers  *0  fuch  a  deiire,  I  muft  allow  the 
©  jkdfion  in  its  full  force,  and  own,  that  you  have  no 
bufinefs  at  the  table  of  the  Lord. 
r  .  Nevercheiefs  I  cannot  part  with  you  fo.  Oh  my 
friends,  is  there  nothing  mournful,  and,  I  will  add,  is 
there  nothing  dreadful,  in  fuch  a  conclufion  as  this  > 
I  have  no  bufinefs  at  the  table  of  the  Lord ;  I  have  no 
-  part  in  tms  blefied  repafl,  becsufe  I  have  no  part  in 
“  that  Redeemer,  whofe  death  is  commemorated  there  ; 
and  therefore  -I  am  ihut  out,  by  his  own  appointment 
mut  out  !  and.  is  not  that  a  fad  intimation  with  me- 
*6  fped  to  what  is  yet  to  come?  When  I  enter  on  the 
“  invifible  and  eternal  ftate,  as  I  this  night  may,  will 
“  hec  admit  to  live  and  reign  with  him  in  a' world 
“  of  glory,  who  would  not  allow  me  fo  much  as  an 
Cl  approach  to  his  table  on  earth  ?  Oh  rny  foul,  it  is 
tC  t0°  plain,  thou  muff  be  feparated  from  his  blifsful 
Preienc^  and  dnven  to  an  eternal  drftance,  whence 
J  thou  wilt  behold  with  defpairing  eyes  thofe  pious 
iouls,  who  have  eaten  and  drank  with  him  here,  fit- 
“  tlnS  down  WJth  him  in  his  kingdom.”  This  will 
not  feem  a  light  matter  then  :  oh  that  it  might  now 
be  duly  regarded !  •  ° 

From  all  this  it  will  appear,  that  if  this  ohjeftion 
irom  an  unprepared  temper  be  true,  it  ought  not  to  be 
hghtly  paffed  over,  but  ftould  rather  be  ferioufly  con- 
fiaered,  and  the  removal  of  it,  through  divine  alliltance, 
immediately  attempted  ;  fince,  till  you  are  prepared  for 
tins  lacrament,  you  cannot  be  prepared  for  hea¬ 
ven  ;  and  confequently  are  in  circumltances  of  the 

extreme!!  danger,  and  daily  walk  on  the  precipice  of 
>eternal  rum.  r  1 

But  1  would  hope,  -many  of  .you,  on  inquiry,  find 

Chara£kr  cafe.  The' tmfcnefs 
cT  Wlil  am°unt  to  no  more  than  this ;  that 
T  i "  ®r“c5  wea^  anc‘  languid  in  your  fouls,  thouo-h 
,  u  have  reaion  to  hope  you  are  not  wholly  ddtitute 
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of  it.  And  is  this  a  juft  excufe  for  abfenting  yoxrr- 
'felves  from  fo  confirming  and  edifying,  as  well  as  fo 
delightful  an  ordinance  ?  It  is  juft  as  reafonable,  as  if 
you  were  to  plead,  “  I  am  very  faint,  and  therefore 
“  I  will  not  take  the  mod  noble,  reviving  cordial. 
“  I  am  very  weak,  and  therefore  I  will  refufe  the 
“  mod  nour idling  and  ftrengthening  food.”  Thus 
much  for  the  firft  objection.  It  is  more  than  time 
that  I  proceed  to  thofe  that  remain. 

2.  Others  fear,  that  “  the  fociety  of  chriftians, 
“  to  which  they  would  join  themfelves,  may  be 
unwilling  to  admit  them  to  fuch  a  relation. ” 

Now  I  muft  own,  that  if  this  objedlion  be  made 
by  pei  Tons  who  have  been  notorious  on  account  of 
their  immoralities,  and  who  are  but  lately  recover¬ 
ed  to  a  fenfe  of  divine  things,  it  will  not  admit  of 
an  immediate  anfwer  ;  nor  can  I  invite  luch  to  this 
facred  ordinance,  till  they  give  evidence  of  the  real¬ 
ity  of  a  change  in  their  heart,  by  an  apparent  re¬ 
formation  of  life,  and  fome  fteady  and  prevalent  re- 
folution  in  a  religious  couvfe  :  in  the  mean  time,  a 
regard  to  the  honour  of  a  chriftian  fociety  may 
oblige  the  church  to  be  a  little  referved  towaids  fuch 
perfons,  and  fuch  a  referve  is  confident  with  the 
created  tendernefs  towards  them,  and  the  mod  af- 
£e&ionate  concern,  that  they  may  not  break  tae 
bruifed  reed,  or  quench  the  fmoaking  flax  {a). 

But  as  for  fuch  young  perfons,  or  others,  who 
have  been  preferved  from  fuch  irregularities,  whole 
conduft  has  been  fair  and  honourable,  and  who  have 
not  only  arrived  at  a  competent  knowledge  of  the 
great  truths  of  chriftianity,  but  have  for  fome  time 
been  impreffed  with  them,  fo  that  they  have  formed  a 
determinate  refolution  for  the  fervice  of  God,  and,  it 
may  be,  for  fome  years  made  trial  of  his  ways ;  far  be 

it  from  us,  my  brethren,  to  fay  one  word  to  dilcou- 

*  i  age 
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rage  your  approach.  On  the  contrary,  we  would  ra¬ 
ther  invite  it;  for  we  know  it  is  mod  evidently  reafon- 
able,  that  when  the  fpirit  appears  to  fay,  Come  (a)9 
the  bride,  i.  e.  the  church,  fhould  echo  back  the  call. 
We  know,  my  friends,  that  we  are  not  the  mailers  ot 
this  holy  feaft  :  we  know,  that  it  is  not  for  us  to  fet 
bounds  of  our  own  about  this  facred  table,  and  fay, 
44  Thus  low  mud  you  bow  to  us,  before  you  take  your 
il  feats  there. ”  This  is  a  condudl,  which  we  not  on¬ 
ly  abhor,  as  inhumanity  to  you,  but  dread,  as  an  in- 
folent  ufurpation  on  the  rights  of  our  common  Lord. 
If  you  have  indeed  taded  that  the  Lord  is  giacious, 
you  will  not  fure  be  unwilling,  with  meeknefs  and 
modedy,  to  give  fome  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in 
you  (b)  :  and  bleffed  be  God,  we  have  not  fo  learned 
Chrid  (V),  as  to  make  our  own  phrafes,  or  forms,  or 
any  thing  fingular  in  our  own  experiences,  or  the  cul- 
toins  of  our  own  fociety,  the  dandard  by  which  we 
judge  either  of  the  faith,  or  the  piety  of  our  brethren. 

3.  You  may,  perhaps,  farther,  plead,  “  that  you 
“  fear,  led,  if  you  fhould  enter  into  the  church, 
i(  you  fhould  dishonour  it  by  an  undatable  beha- 
“  viour,  which  might  bring  a  reproach  on  reli- 
“  gion,  and  its  bleded  author.” 

But  give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  this  very  fear  argues 
inch  a  tendern^s,  andfuch  a  humility  of  foul,  as  may 
in  a  great  meafure  anfwer  itfelf.  I  hope  you  go  forth 
in  the  drength  of  the  Lord,  as  well  as  making  men¬ 
tion  of  his  righteoufnefs  alone  [  d) :  and  you  mud  know, 
that  if  a  bare  poffibility  of  falling  into  fin  were  to  ex¬ 
clude  from  this  ordinance,  the  mod  confirmed  chrif- 
tian  upon  earth  could  not  dare  to  approach  it.  But 
while  you  fee  your  own  weaknefs,  and  maintain,  on 
the  one  hand,  fuch  a  jealoufy  over  yourfelves,  and,  on 
the  other,  iuch  a  zeal  tor  the  honour  of  religion, 
it  is  a  certain  evidence,  that  you  are  not  yet  left  of 
God,  and  a  mod  comfortable  fign,  that  he  will  not 

.  *  forfake 
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for  fake  you.  Nay,  T  will  add  that  I  know  none  more 
hkely  to  prove  the  ornaments  of  a  fociety,  than  thofe 
wiio  have  inch  humble  appreheniion,  left  they  fhould 
prove  its  reproach. 

4.  Others  may  be  ready  to  excufe  their  abfenting 
themfelves  from  this  ordinance,  “  becaufe  it  is  lo 
“  commonly  negle&ed  by  profefiing  chriftians.” 

Now  as  for  this,  I  blefs  God,  it  is  far  from  being 
a  lingular  thing  amongft  us,  to  fee  the  table  of  the 
Lord  furnifhed  with  guells,  and  young  chriftians  tak¬ 
ing  their  places  there.  I  fpeak  it  with,  great  pleafure 
and  thankfulnefs.  But  fuppofe  it  were  otherwife  5 
what  if  the  negledf  of  this  inditution  were  much  more 
common,  both  among  the  aged  and  the  young,  than 
it  is  in  mod  worfhipping  affemblies  ;  could  you  have 
the  heart  to  draw  an  argument  from  thence?  “  My 
“  deared  friend,  my  mod  gracious  benefactor,  is  ge- 
<c  nerally  negleCted;  his  dying  command,  his  dying 
“  love,  is  in  a  great  meafure  forgotten;  and  therefore 
“  I  will  forget  him,  and  I  will  negledi  him.”  Say, 
chriftiaiis,  could  a  generous  mind  reconcile  itfelf  to  fuch 
a  thought  ?  Could  a  pious  foul  draw  fuch  a  confequence 
as  this?  Methinks  the  argument  lies  quite  the  contra¬ 
ry  way  :  “  therefore,  oh  my  compaffionate  Saviour, 
“  will  I  attend  with  the  greater  folicitude,  that  I  may, 
“  if  poflible,  fhame  others  out  of  their  neglect  ;  or  at 
“  lead,  may  in  part  fupply  their  lack  of  fcrvice,  and 
u  bear  my  own  tedimony  againd  an  ungrateful  gene® 
“  ration,  who  call  themfelves  thy  difciples,  and  ne- 
“  gleCt  this  didinguifhing  badge  of  their  profeflioH, 
“  this  gracious  memorial  of  thy  dying  love.” 

5.  Others  may  plead  “  the  apprehenfions  of  aggra- 

vated  guilt,  and  ruin,  if,  after  facramentai  en- 
Ci  gagements,  they  fhould  apodatize  from  God.” 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  I  hope  you,  my  friends, 
are  not  fo  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  this  ordi¬ 
nance, 
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nance,  and  the  con  dilution  of  the  gofpel,  as  to  ima¬ 
gine  that  it  configns  us  over  to  certain  damnation,  it 
in  any  indance  we  afterwards  deviate  from  the  paths 
of  our  duty;  tor,  if  it  were  fo,  who  then  could  be 
raved  [a )  ?  But  it  is  probable,  your  fears  refer  to  total 
apodacy.  If  fo  I  readily  own  that,  fhould  this  be 
the  cafe,  it  would  in  a  dreadful  degree  inflame  your 
guilt,  and  aggravate  your  mifery,  that  you  had  not 
only  known  the  way  of  righteoufnefs  [b\  but  that 
you  had  eaten  and  drank  in  the  prefence  of  the  Lord 
(c).  B  ut  have  you  any  thoughts  of  drawing  back  from 
him,  that  you  are  thus  cautious  to  avoid  an  inftituted 
ordinance,  merely  becaufe,  in  that  cafe,  it  would  ag¬ 
gravate  your  ruin  ?  So  would  every  prayer  you  offer, 
and  every  fermon  you  hear;  but  fhould  that  thought 
prevent  your  coming  to  the  throne  of  grace,  or  drive 
you  from  the  houfe  of  God  ? 

Nay,  to  ftrike  home  ;  I  will  add,  that  with  re¬ 
gard  to  you,  my  friends,  the  caution  comes  too  late. 
I  fpeak  of  thofe,  who  have  not  only  tailed  of  the 
good  word  of  God,  and  of  the  powers  of  the  world 
to  come  (*/),  but  have  made  trial  of  the  ways  of 
wifdom  and  piety,  and  have  had  feme  experience 
in  them  ;  and  as  for  you,  I  mud  plainly  and  faith¬ 
fully  declare,  that  it  is  not  for  you,  of  all  people  in 
the  world,  to  think  of  gentle-  dames,  and  tolerable 
damnation.  No,  my  brethren,  that  hope,  wretch¬ 
ed  as  it  is,  if  you  fhall  fall  away,  is  unavoidably  cut 
off  from  you  ;  and  all  your  fchemes  mud  be  for  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  certain  falvation,  and  exalted  glory. 
And  to  your  comfort  let  me  tell  you,  that  though 
it  is  always  the  duty  of  him,  that  thinketh  he  ftand- 
eth,  to  take  heed  led  he  fall  (*)  ;  .yet  you  have  all 
imaginable  reafon  to  truil  the  promifes.  If  then  you 
fear  the  dreadful  confequences  of  apodacy,  which 

f  2  V/OLlldp 
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woino,  indeed,  be  dreadful  beyond  all  your  fears*  •/ 
A.eep  near  to  the  great  fhepherd  ;  and  let  thofe  very 
-  eais  valuer  engage  you  to  an  early  and  diligent  at¬ 
tendance  on  this,  and  every  other  appointed  method 
cr  appioach,  than  drive  you  away  from  it.  It  Is 
rc'a Enable  to  fay,  44  Since  there  are  io  many  prp- 
reflbrs,  that  draw  back  even  to  perdition  Ka),  I  will 
wait  upon  the  Lord,  that  I  may  renew  my  ftrength 
■{  [o'),  andfo  be  enabled  to  endure  to  the  end  (r),  that  l 
may  receive  the  end  of  my  faith  in  the  falvation  of 
my  ioul  [d)T  If  your  fears  operate  thus,  they  may 
he  a  means  or  preventing  the  evil,  of  which  you  an! 
io  apprehenfive. 


On  the  whole,  I  hope,  that  when  you  weigh  all 
»  have  been  laying,  and  compare  it  with  whatever  can 
nc  objected  againit  it,  you  will  be  convinced  of  your 
(Uity,  and  engaged  to  an  immediate  compliance  with  it. 
I  have  enlarged  fo  copioufly  on  thefe  things,  that,  in 
the  la  It  place. 


;IL  I  can  only  mention  two  or  three  inferences* 
which  will 
before  you 


naturally  arife  from  what  1  have  been  laying 


From  hence  we  might  infer,  that  great  care  ought 
to  be  taken  to  infhubt  youth  in  the  principles  of 
religion  ;  that  they  may  not  be  deftitute  of  fuch  an 
acquaintance  with  them,  as  is  one  necefrary  part  of 
preparation  for  this  ordinance,  though  far  from  being 
alone  fufficient 

We  n  ay  alfo  infer,  that  more  aged  chriflians 
ought  carefully  to  cultivate  ferious  imprefiions,  which 
may  be  made  on  the  minds  of  their  children,  fetvants, 
and  others  of  the  riling  generation,  that  they  may 
be  engaged  to  an  early,  compliance  with  their  duty 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  great  care  ought  finely 
to  be  taken,  that  there  be  nothing  rigorous  and  fe* 

vese 


[a)  H  '  .  x.  30,  (b)  I fa.  xl.  ,S2.,  (-0  Mat.  xx iy.  13* 

(«/)  1  Fet.  i,  2’ 
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vere  in  the  terms  of  ad  million,  which  may  bear  hard 
upon  that  modefty  and  tendernefs  o f  fpirit,  which 
is  generally  to  be  found  in  young  chriltians,  and 
molt  eminently  in  thofe  of  the  molt  hopeful  and  ami¬ 
able  characters. 

As  for  thofe  of  a  more  advanced  age,  who  have 
lived  in  the  neglect  of  this  great  and  excellent  indi- 
tution,  I  hope  they  have  long  before  this  inferred 
the  guilt  and  folly  of  their  omiffion,  which  fo  evident¬ 
ly  appears  from  all  I  have  been  faying,  and  it  is  attended 
with  many  other  aggravations,  which  my  time  will 
not  now  permit  me  to  mention. 

I  {hall  therefore  conclude  with  obfervfng,  that 
thofe  young  perfons,  who,  through  grace,  have  been 
convinced  of  their  duty  in  this  inftance,  and  brought 
to  an  early  compliance  with  it,  have  abundant  reafon 
to  refleft  upon  it  with  pleafure  and  thankfulnefs.  1 
think  it  is  one  of  the  mod  Important  bleffings  of  ray 
life,  that  there  are  many  fuch  in  the  church  here; 
many  who,  through  the  divine  goodnefs,  have  lately- 
been  added  to  it.  It  would  not  be  eafy  for  me,  my 
dear  brethren  and  friends,  to  fay  how  great  pleafure 
your  prefence  and  fociety  adds  to  my  facrament-days  ; 
or  what  a  delightful  profpedt  it  gives  me,  not  only  as 
to  the  comfoit  of  my  own  more  advanced  age,  but  as. 
to  the  fupport  of  religion  here,  when  I  arn  no  longer 
amongft  you.  I,  and  our  more  aged  friends,  have 
reafon  to  rejoice  on  this  occafion  ;  but  fur ely  you 
yourfelves  have  much  greater  reafon.  Permit  me  to 
remind  you,  that  it  will  be  a  mod  proper  exprefiion 
of  your  thankfulnefs,  to  labour  with  the  utmoft  care 
to  engage  other  young  perfons,  your  brethren  and 
companions,  to  come  and  ihare  with  you  in  this  fead. 
1  iiope,  your  own  experience  of  the  pleafure,  and 
advantage  which  attends  it,  may  be  added  to  the 
other  arguments,  have  been  pleading.  As  for  your 
own  condudt,  let  me  mod  affectionately  intreat,  and 
rnod  folemnly  charge  you,  not  only  by  all  other  am 
guments,  but  by  your  facramental  vows  ;  by  the  eyes, 
of  God,  and  of  mail;  that  are  upon  you;  by  all  our 
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expeclations  from  you,  and  all  your  engagements  to 
ns  ;  that  as  you  have  received  Chrift  JefusVhe  Lord, 
io  you  would  walk  in  him  (a).  And  may  almighty 
grace  {Lengthen  and  quicken  you  in  your  prog  refs ; 
and  crown  that  iair  morning,  which  is  opening  upon 
us  in  fo  hopeful,  in  fo  delightful  a  manner,  with  a 
long,  a  bright,  and  a  profpcrous  day  !  Amen. 
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S  E  R  M  O  N  V. 


THE  ORPHAN^  HOPE* 


P  S  A  L.  xxvii.  10. 

When  my  father  and  t?iy  mother  fcrfahe  me,  then  the  Lord 
will  take  me  up* . 

r'f  HERE  are  few  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  which 
1  will  appear  more  eafy  to  a  humane  and  a  gene- 
rous  mind,  than  that,  in  which  we  are  required  to  weep 
with  them  that  weep  (a).  And  furely  there  are  few 
circumftances  of  private  life,  which  will  more  readily 
command  our  mournful  fympathy,  than  thofe  of  that 
afhidled  family,  to  the  poor  remains  of  which  you  will 
naturally,  on  the  fir  ft  hearing  of  thefe  words,  diredt 
your  thoughts,  and,  perhaps  y  our  eyes  too.  The  cir¬ 
cumftances,  of  a  family  which  God  hath  broken  with 
breach  upon  breach  {b  '■  ;  of  thofe  dijlreffed  children, 
whofe  rather  and  mother  have  forfaken  them,  almoft 
at  once  ;  and  who  have  fiuce  been  vifited  with  another 
ftroke,  winch,  if  alone,  had  been  very  grievous,  and 

when 

*  N  B.  This  Sermon  was  preached  at  Afliley  in  Northauip- 
ton  (hire,  March  '  i  ;•  ?  .  .  •  mme  young  perfons,  wh-»i>  Ether, 
mother,  a  id  lifter,  had  all  died  of  the  fmall-pox  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore. 

(a)  Rom*  xii,  15* 
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when  added. to  fuch  a  weight  of  former  forrows,  is  I 
fear,  almoft  infupportable. 

I  believe  all  of  you,  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
cafe  fincerely  pity  them,  and  wilh  their  relief;  but  I 
am  under  fome  peculiar  obligations  to  defire  ant}  at¬ 
tempt  it ;  not  only  on  account  of  my  public  character, 
but  as  1  know  the  heart  of  an  orphan,  having  myfelf 
been  deprived  of  both  my  parents,  at  an  age,  in  which 
it  might  reafonably  be  fuppofed  a  child  fhould  be  mod 
fenfible  of  fuck  a  lofs.  I  cannot  recollect  any  ferip- 
ture,  which  was  then  more  comfortable,  as  1  think  none 
could  have  been  more  fuitable  to  me,  than  this  which 
is  now  before  us  ;  and  I  the  rather  chufe  to  infill  upon 
it,  as  it  will  naturally  lead  me  into  fome  reflections* 
which  I  hope,  by  the  divine  bleffing,  may  be  of  gene¬ 
ral  Life.  “  When  my  father  and  my  mother  forfake 
me,  then  the  Lord  will  take  me  up.” 

As  for  the  Pfalm  from  whence  thefe  words  are  ta¬ 
ken,  we  are  told  in  the  title,  that  it  was  compofed  by 
B  avid,  but  are  left  to  conjecture  for  the  particular  oc- 
cafion  of  it.  Dr.  Patrick  refers  it  to  the  latter  end  of 
his  time,  and  to  the  combat  that  he  had  with  the  phi- 
lift  ines  in  his  declining  age  ;  when  we  arc  told,  that 
David  waxed  faint,  and  was  in  great  danger  of  being 
killed  by  a  giant,  if  Abi'fhai,  the  brother  of  joab,  had 
not  feafonably  refeued  him  ;  uuon  which  it  is  added, 
that  his  fubjedls  fware,  he  fnould  no  more  go  out  to 
battle,  left  he  fhould  quench  the  light  of  Jfrael  [a).  To 
thefe  words  David  is  fuppofed  to  allude,  when  he  faye, 
The  Lord  is  my  light,  and  my  falvation,  whom  /hall  I 
fear  Mine  enemies  come  upon  me  to  eat  up  my 
ftefh  ;  -  and  I  had  fainted,  unkfs  I  had  believed  (£). 
But  I  am  rather  inclined  to  conjedlure,  that  this  Pfalm 
was  compofed  by  him  in  his  younger  years,  when  he 
was  under  perfecution  from  Saul.  There  is  not  a  line 
in  it,  which  doth  not  agree  with  this  fuppofttion  ;  and 
there  are  feveral  verfes,  which  cannot  fo  well  be  ac¬ 
commodated  to  the  other ;  efpecially  the  1 2th,  in  which 
he  represents  his  dangers  as  ariiing  from  falfe  witnef- 

fes* 

{a)  z  Sam.  xxi.  Ij>,  17. 


(£)  Pfel.  xxvii,  J,  2,  13. 
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fes.  Now  it  is  not  eafy  to  imagine,  what  mifchief  they 
could  have  done  him  amongft  the  Philiflin.es  who  op- 
pofed  him  in  a  national  ,  rather  than  a  perfonal  cjuai  i  el  , 
buthe  exprefsly  declares  elfewherc,  that  the  lying  words 
of  fome  treacherous  perfofis  had  exafperated  Saul  a- 
gainft  him  (a);  and  complains  of  falfe  tongues,  in 
thofe  Pfalms,  which  are,  by  their  title,  fixed  to  this  pe¬ 
riod  of  his  hiftory  (h).  1  might  add,  that  the  words 

of  the  text  feem  to  favour  this  fuppofition  ;  for  David 
doth  not  here  fay,  that  his  father  and  mother  had  al¬ 
ready  forfaken  him,  but  only  fpeaks  of  it  as  what  might 
happen.  Now,  as  we  are  elfe where  told,  that  when 
David  was  but  a  lad,  his  father  was  an  ola  man  (<?),  it 
is  very  improbable,  that  both  Jeffe  and  his  wife  fhould 
have  been  living  at  the  time  of  this  Philiftine  war,  when 
David  himfeif  was  grown  old  and  feeble. 

If  this  argument  be  of  weight  to  fix  the  general  oc- 
cafion  of  the  Pfalm,  it  is  probable  that  this  verfe  may 
lead  us  to  the  particular  time  of  its  compofure.  We 
are  told,:  that  when  David  had  taken  fhelter  at  Adul- 
lam,  from  the  violence  of  Saul,  and  had  raifed  a  band 
of  men  for  his  defence,  he  conveyed  his  father  and  mo¬ 
ther  to  the  king  of  Moab  (d),  defiring  that,  till  provi¬ 
dence  had  brought  his  affairs  to  a  determination,  that 
prince  would  fhelter  them  from  the  fury  of  Saul,  which 
might  other  wife  have  proved  fatal  to  them,  as  it  had 
j-ult  before  done  to  the  priefts  of  the  Lord.  Perhaps 
this  was  the  pious  reflection  of  David,  about  the  time 
his  parents  were  to  remove  :  When  my  father  and  mo¬ 
ther  forfake  me,  then  the  Lord  will  take  me  up.-  As 
if  he  fhould  have  laid,  “  Though  an  hoft  of  my  ene- 
mies  be  encamping  againft  me,  and  the  nation  be  ri- 
“  fing  in  arms  to  oppofe  me ;  and  though  I  be  forced  to 
“  difmifs  my  aged  parents,  at  a  time  when  1  have  the 
“  greateft  occafion  for  their  prudent  advice,  and  their 
tender  confolations ;  yet  this  is  my  comfort,  that  G  od 
<s  is  with  me.  He  will  fupply  what  I  lofe  in  them  ; 
c‘  he  will  take  me  up,  and  nourifh  me  as  his  own  child, 

“  when 

(«:)  i  Sam.  xxiv.  9.  (0)  Pfal.  Hi.  2,  3.  4. — Ivii.  4, and  lix,  1 2 0 

(')  I  Sam,  xvii.  *2.  0)  chap.xxii.  3. 
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“  "'hen  the>r  parental  tcndernefs  can  afford  me  no  fW. 
u  ther  fupportf* 

The  Words  will  naturally  afford  us  thefe  two  plain 
remarks  which,  with  the  improvement  of  them,  will  be 
the  foundation  of  the  prefent  difeourfe. 

I.  The  deareft  of  our  relatives,  and  the  mod  valua- 
oie  Oi  our  friends,  may  poffibly  forfake  us/ 

II.  When  good  men  are  abandoned  by  their  dear* 
efl  friends,  they  may  find  more  in  God  than  they 
have  loft  in  them. — -When  my  father  and  my  mo- 
ther  forfake  me,  then  the  Lord  will  take  me  up,. 

I.  The  deareft  of  our  relatives,  and  the  moft  valuable 
of  our  friends,  may  poffibly  forfake  us. 


You  fee  David  fpeaks  of  it,  as  at  lead  a  fuppofable 
cafe,  with  regard  to  himfelf,  that  not  only  his  follow- 
t’~  Ins  companions,  and  his  brethren,  but  even  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  mother  might  forfake  him.  All  the  intimacy 
of  relation,  all  the  endearment  of  affeXion,  could  not 
fee ure  him  from  being  deferted  by  them.  And  this 
maybe  our  own  cafe  our  friends  may  abandon  us 
ihiough  then  own  unkindnets,* — *or  God  may  remove 
them  by  the  ftroke  of  his  providence. 

i .  Our  deareft  friends  may  abandon  us  through  their 
own  -unkindnefs. 


It  is  the  remarkable  faying  of  one,  who  had  made 
many  ferious  reflexions  on  this  head*  ;  “  If  you  put 
**  ft>  much  confidence  in  any  friend,  as  not  to  confider, 
“  that  it  is  pofiible  he  may  become  your  enemy,  you 
know  man  but  little,  and  perhaps  may  be  taught  to 
“  know  him  better  to  your  cod.’’1  Change  of  circum- 
dances,  contrariety  of  intereft,  our  own  miftakes,  the 
milVeprefentations  of  others,  and  fometimes  mere  ca¬ 
price,  and  inconftancy  of  temper,  render  thofe  indiffer¬ 
ent,  and  perhaps  averfe  to  each  other,  who  were  once 

united 
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united  in  the  bonds  of  the  moil  endearing  frietidihip. 
Nay,  it  is  certain,  that  fometimes  an  immoderate  and 
ur governed  fondnefs  on  both  fides,  may  not  only  jult- 
]y  provoke  God  to  difappoint  our  hopes  from  each 
other;  but  may  prove,  in  its  natural  confequences, 
an  occafion  of  mutual  difguft,  and  perhaps  of  repar¬ 
ation.  For,  when  the  mind  labours  under  this  difor- 
der,  it  contrads  a  kind  of  fickly  peeviihnefs,  which* 
turns  every  trifling  negled  into  an  offence,  and  every 
offence  into  a  crime  ;  fo  that  men  find  the  extremes 
of  love  and  hatred  more  nearly  connected,  than  they 
could  once  have  believed.  Sudden  fear  will  drive 
away  fome  friends  when  we  are  in  danger ;  and  a 
much  meaner  principle  will  lead  others,  who,  in  bet¬ 
ter  days,  have  called  themfelves  our  friends,  to  aban¬ 
don,  and,  perhaps,  to  cenfure  us,  when  we  are  re¬ 
duced  to  low  circumftances,  and  fo  have  the  greatefl 
need  of  their  affi&ance. 

Such  is  the  vanity  of  human  friendfo'p.  And  I 
will  add,  that  neither,  on  the  one  hand,  the  fincerity 
of  our  affedion,  nor  the  worth  of  our  character,  nor 
the  urgency  of  our  affairs ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  former  appearance  of  goodn’efs  in  them,  nor  the 
highefl  obligations  of  gratitude;  nor  yet,  the  neared 
ties  of  blood,  or  alliance,  can  fecure  us  from  difap- 
pointment  in  this  tender  article.  David  and  Job  un¬ 
der  the  Old  Teflament,  and  Paul,  and  even  his 
bleffed  mailer,  under  the  New,  though  all  fuch  ex¬ 
cellent  perfons,  were  forfaken,  and  in  feveral  refpeds 
injured  by  their  friends ;  nay,  I  may  fay,  as  to  moll 
of  them,  by  pious  friends  too.  Such  treatment, 
therefore,  may  we  meet  with  from  ours,  even  from 
thofe  to  whom  we  are  related  in  the  bonds  of  nature 
as  well  as  affedion. — What  union  can  be  more  find 
and  endearing  than  that  of  marriage  ?  Yet  you  know. 
Job  complains,  while  he  was  in  circumftances  which, 
might  have  drawn  tears  from  the  eyes  of  a  flranger, 
that  his  wife  feerned  to  have  forgot,  not  only  the 
tendernefs  of  her  fex,  and  the  intimacy  of  her  rela¬ 
tion,  but  even  all  fenfe  of  common  humanity  towards 
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him:  My  breath,  fays  he,  is  flrange  to  my  wife. 
Though  i  intreated  her  for  the  children’s  fake  of  mine 
own  body  (# ). — From  whom  could  we  expedl  greater 
tendernefs,  than  from  parents  to  their  children,  efpe- 
cially  from  mothers  to  their  infant  offspring  ?  Yet 
God  exprefsly  declares,  what  has  indeed  been  feen  in 
fome  amazing  in  fiances,  that  this  may  fail.  Can  a 
woman  forget  her  fucking  child,  that  fhe  fhould  not 
have  compaflion  on  the  child  of  her  womb  ?  The 
little  tender  creature,  that  fhe  has  borne  in  her  body, 
that  fhe  has  been  ufed  to  lay  in  her  bofom  j  the  poor 
innocent,  that  never  offended  her,  that  has  all  his 
dependence  upon  her*,  whom  nature  would  therefore 
prompt  her  moft  refolutely  to  defend,  rnofl  tenderly 
to  cherifh  ?  can  fhe  forget  it  f  Yea,  they  may  for¬ 
get,  faith  the  Lord  ( b ).  This  flrange  cafe  may  hap¬ 
pen  ;  it  may  happen  in  repeated  inflances.  Thus 
may  our  deareft  friends,  and  even  our  parents  them- 
felves,  abandon  us  through  their  own  unkindnefs. 
But  be  they  ever  fo  conflant  and  affectionate,  it  is 
certain, 

2.  They  may  be  taken  away  from  us  by  the  ftrokc 
of  divine  providence. 

Whilfl  we  are  in  the  mofl  delightful  manner  con- 
verfing  with  our  friends,  God  may  bring  us  into  fuch 
circumflances,  that  we  fhall  fee  ourfelves  obliged  in 
duty  to  quit  the  deareft  of  them,  poffibly  even  con¬ 
trary  to  their  judgment  and  advice,  as  well  as  their 
importunate  intreaties ;  or  they  may  fee  themfelves 
obliged,  on  the  fame  principles,  to  quit  ns;  fo  that 
we  may  feldom  have  the  opportunity  of  feeing  each 
other,  and  enjoying  the  pleafure  of  mutual  con- 
verfe. 

But  the  fevereft  trial  is,  when  God  fees  fit  to  re¬ 
move  them  by  death.  When  that  awful  meffenger 
gives  the  fummons,  we  mull  part,  though  ever  fo 
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deiirous  of  continuing  together.  None  can  by  any 
means  deliver  his  brother  from  going  down  to  the 
grave,  nor  give  to  God  a  ranfom  for  him  (a),  though 
lie  fhould  offer  his  own  life  uuder  that  view.  Our 
fathers,  where  are  they  (£)  ?  And  I  may  add,  where 
are  many  of  our  brethren  of  the  fame  age,  and  once 
in  the  fame  Nations  of  life  with  ourfelves  ?  What 
multitudes  of  them  are  already  removed  by  death  ! 
Perhaps,  more  than  are  left  behind.  We  have  follow¬ 
ed  them  to  the  grave,  we  have  left  them  in  the  duft, 
and  their  places  that  knew  them,  know  them  no 
more  (c).  And  if  we  are  not  quickly  taken  our¬ 
felves,  we  muff  expert,  that  our  breaches  will  foon 
be  multiplied  upon  us;  and  that  nothing  will  remain 
of  thofe  dear  creatures,  whom  we  now  behold  with 
tendernefs,  and  with  tranfport,  but  a  mournful  re¬ 
membrance  that  we  once  enjoyed  them,  and  a  defpair 
of  recovering  them  again,  till  we  meet  in  the  eternal, 
world. . 

I  will  only  add  one  very  obvious  reflection  upon 
this  head,  and  then  proceed  to  the  next. 

May  the  dearefl  of  our  friends  fo  foon  forfake  us  ? 
Then  how  careful  fhould  we  be,  that  we  do  not 
value  them  too  highly,  and  love  them  too  fond- 

>)'  •  % 

\ 

We  find,  in  feripture,  that  the  inconflancy,  and 
the  mortality  of  human  nature,  are  each  of  them 
urged  as  an  argument  againfl  trufling  in  man.  Thus 
we  are  cautioned  to  take  heed  every  one  of  his  neigh¬ 
bour,  and  truft  not  in  any  brother ;  for  every  brother 
will  utterly  fupplant,  and  every  neighbour  will  walk 
with  danders  (d).  And  elfewhere  we  are  bid  to  ceafe 
from  man,  whofe  breath  is  in  his  noflrils ;  for  wherein 
is  he  to  be  accounted  of  (e)  ?  And  how  indeed  can 

we 
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we  reckon  on  any  thing,  as  certain,  which  is  fufpended 
on  fo  uncertain  a  life  ?  T  he  words  of  Solonron  are  ap¬ 
plicable  to  iriends,  as  well  as  to  uches,  when  he  fays, 
Wilt  thou  fct  thine  eyes  upon  that  which  is  not  ? 
for  they  make  themfelves  wings,  and  flee  away ; 
orten  fwiftly  and  irrecoverably,  as  an  eagle  towards 
heaven  (a).  To  fet  them  up  as  idols,  therefore,  in 
the  place  of  God,  is  the  readiest  way  to  provoke 
him  to  remove  or  imbitter  them  :  and  then  our  own 
iniquity  in  this  refpedl  will  correct  us  [b).  Our  con¬ 
fident  expe&ation  from  them  will  iiicreafe  our  per¬ 
plexity  and.  our  fhame,  if  they  fhould  forfake  us 
through  their  own  unkindnefs  ;  our  exceSive  fcndnefs 
for  them  will  add  new  pangs  to  the  agonies  of  a  lafl 
feparaticn.  One  way,  or  other,  they  will  prove 
broken  reeds,  that  will  not  only  fail  and  fink  ‘under 
us,  but  will  go  into  our  hand,  and  pierce  it  (r)  with 
a  wound,  which  will  be  deep  and  painful,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  ftrefs  with  which  we  have  leaned  upon 
them.  On  the  whole,  then,  let  us  love  our  friends 
heartily,  but  let  us  love  them  cauiioufly,  as  change¬ 
able,  and  as  mortal  creatures :  and,  from  a  convi&ion 
that  it  is  poITible  they  may  forfake  us,  let  us  make  it 
our  greateft  care  to  fecure  an  intereft  in  fuch  confo- 
lations,  as  may  be  a  fupport  to  us  when  they  do. 
Which  leads  me  to  the  fecond  obiervation  : 

II.  That  when  good  men  are  abandoned  by  their 
deareft  friends,  they  may  find  more  in  God 
than  they  have  loft  in  them. 

So  David,  in  the  text*  declares  his  affurance,  that 
when  his  father  and  his  mother  forfook  him,  then 
the  Lord  would  take  him  up ;  i.  e.  would  prove  him- 
felf  a  friend  and  a  father  to  him.  And  if  we  be 
chriftians  indeed,  we  may  promife  ourfelves  all  that 
tendernefs  and  care  from  him,  which  David,  and 
other  faints  of  old,  expected  and  found.  And  for 

our 
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our  peculiar  fupport  under  the  lofs  o?  the  ceared 
and  mod  ufeful  relatives,  lie  has  more  particularly 
added,  a  father  of  the  fatherlefs,  and  a  judge  ci  the 
widows,  is  God  in  his  holy  habitation  [a). 

When  our  friends  are  dead,  we  are  generally  more 
fenfibie  of  their  value  than  we  were  before  :  but  let 
the  tendered  heart,  under  the  immediate  impreffion 
of  this  fevere  calamity,  fet  itfelx  to  paint  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  departed  friend  in  all  its  mod  amiable  co¬ 
lours  ;  let  it  reckon  up  all  the  advantages,  which 
fondnefs  could  have  taught  it  to  hope  for;  and  I  will 
anfwer  for  it,  that  all  this,  and  a  great  deal  more,  is 
to  be  found  in  God.  Let  the  dejected  orphan,  that 
is  even  now  weeping  over  the  dud  of  a  parent,  yea, 
of  both  its  parents,  fay,  what  thefe  parents,  in  the 
greated  fuppofable  advantages  of  character  and  cir- 
cumftance,  could  have  done  for  its  fupport,  and  its 
confolation  ;  and  the  complaints  of  the  mod  pathetic 
forrow  (hall  fugged  thoughts  which  may  ferve,  in  a 
great  meafure,  to  anfwer  themfelves,  and  to  engage 
the  mind  joyfully  to  acquiefce  in  the  divine  care, 
though  deferted  by  the  bed  of  parents,  or  any  other 
friends,  however  hopeful  or  ufeful. 

“  Alas,”  will  a  dutiful  and  affectionate  child  he 
ready  to  fay,  in  fuch  a  circumdance,  “  do  you  afk 
<£  what  my  parents  were?  'They  were  my  cleared, 
“  my  kinded,  my  mod  valuable  friends : — -Their 
counfels  guided  me  ;  —  their  care  protected  me; — 
their  daily  converfe  .was  the  joy  of  my  life  ;  —  their 
“  tender  condolence  revived  me  under  my  for  rows  ;  — 
<(  their  liberal  bounty  fupplied  my  neceffities.  Is  it 
to  be  inquired,  what  they  were  ?  Say  rather  what 
were  they  not  ?  And  now  they  are  gone,  where 
<$  mud  I  feek  fuch  friends?  And  how  judly  may  I 
fay,  that  my  deared  comforts  and  hopes  lie  buried 
<c  with  their  precious  remains?” 

Let  us  more  particularly  fu-rvey  each  of  thefe 
thoughts,  and  condder,  with  how  much  greater  ad- 

K  2  vantage 

N  - 


(<0  rfil.  lxviii.  5* 


1  *  4 


The  Orphans  Hope . 

v a ut. age  each  of  thefe  particulars  is  to  be  found  it* 
the  paternal  care  and  favour  of  God.'. 

i-  Could  your  parents  have  advifed  you  in  diflic  ut- 

iics  and  perplexities  ?  God  is  much  more  able 
to  do  it. 

^  ol*  perhaps  fay,  tc  Our  poor,  giddy,  un- 
piactifed  minds  have  been  hurried  with  a  variety 
ot  fc hemes  and  projects,  and  we  have  foon  found 
cnn fel\ es  bewildered  and  loft  :  but  then  it  has  been 
lne  g;  eat  eft  pleafure  to  us  to  apply  to  our  parents, 
horn  wnofe  more  advanced  age,  and  riper  experi¬ 
ence,  we  might  well  hope  for  confiderable  affifl- 
tince.  vV e  were  furc  they  would  not  upbraid  our 
ignorance,  or  defpiie  us  for  our  weaknefs ;  but 
would  give  us  their  beft  advice,  with  endearing 
tendernefs,  aad  a  cordial  concern  for  our  welfare.’* 
t  allow,  my  friends,  that  if  they  were  wife  and  good 
(which  we  now  fuppofe)  they  were  valuable  counfei- 
(Ois  indeed;  and  that  it  was  your  duty,  and  your 
r.appinefs,  to  life’  them  as  fuch  while  living,  and  to 
ule  them  as  fuch  now  they  are  no  more.  Yet  were 
they  ever  io  prudent,  you  mull  ft  ill  acknowledge  they 
were  fallible  creatures.  They  could  only  form  pro¬ 
bable  conjectures  concerning  the  future  confequences 
»>f  things ;  and  as  thofe  conjectures  were  always  pre¬ 
carious,  to,  no  doubt,  they  were  fometimes  errone¬ 
ous  ;  and  you  were,  perhaps,  in  fome  inftances,  mif- 
led  by  their  miftaken  apprehenfions.  But  the  only 
wile  God  knows  the  end  from  the  beginning ;  his 
views  of  the  moil  diftant  futurities  are  not  conjedtur- 
al,  but  certain  ;  and  his  wifdom  is  far  more  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  molt  fagacious  and  experienced  mortal, 
than  the  wifdom  of  fuch  a  mortal  can  be  fuperior  to 
that  of  an  infant.  It  is  he  that  teaches  man  know¬ 
ledge  (a)y  in  whatever  degree  he  poffeffes  it.  He  in- 
ftruckd  our  parents,  that  they  might  inftrudt  us? 
and  he  has  exprefsly  promifed  his  direction  to  ail 
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thofe  that  humbly  feck  it.  The  meek  will  he  guide 
in  judgment,  and  the  meek  will  he  teach  his  way  (a)» 
You  may,  therefore,  according  to  his  own  inttru&ion 
and  command,  cry  unto  him,  My  father,  thou  art 
the  guide  of  my  youth  ( l )  ;  and  you  will  find  him 
fuch  a  guide,  as  can  give  wifdom  to  the  fimple, 
and  to  the  vounr  man  knowledge  and  difcretion. 

4  o  o 

(<r). 

2.  Could  your  earthly  parents  have  protected  you 
from  injuries?  God  is  much  more  able  to 
do  it. 

Nature  has  implanted  even  in  irrational  animals, 
fuch  a  regard  to  the  fafety  of  their  offspring,  that 
many  of  the  moil  weak  and  timorous  of  them  be¬ 
come  drangely  couragious  in  their  defence.  The 
little  bird,  that  will  at  other  times  by  from  every 
noife  and  every  motion,  will  hover  over  her  young, 
when  they  are  affauked  with  danger  ;  and,  rather 
than  die  will  forfake  them,  will  fhare  in  their  ruin. 
It  is  eafy  to  perceive  the  fpirit  of  parents  natural¬ 
ly  rife  on  the  lead  injury  that  is  offered  to  their 
children,  even  fometimes  when  it  is  only  accidental, 
and  undefigned  ;  and  all  the  profeffed  enemies  of 
their  children,  they  of  courfe  reckon  to  be  their 
own.  Nor  do  they  only  watch  over  them  in  their 
infancy  and  childhood,  to  defend  them  from  the 
many  dangers  which  furround  thofe  tender  days  ; 
but  in  more  advanced  years,  they  are  ready  to  ufe  all 
their  power  and  their  influence,  to  (heker  them  from 
the  unworthy  ufage  which  they  might  otherwife  ex¬ 
pert  from  an  ill  n at ured  world  ;  and  I  own,  it  is  a 
very  melancholy  thing  for  young  people  to  lofe  fuch 
a  guard,  at  a  time  when  they  are  mod  expofed. 

But  furely  the  defence  of  the  Almighty  muft 
be  a  much  jufler  and  nobler  confidence.  It  is  amaz- 
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irig  to  obierve,  in  how  condefcending  a  mannet  he 
expreffes  his  care  for  the  prote&ion  of  his  people. 
In  one  place,  he  fays,  He  that  toucheth  you,  touch* 
eth  the  apple  of  his  eye  (a)  ;  and  elfewhere,  He 
diall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers,  and  under  his  wings 
ilialt  thou  truft  ( h )  ;  i.  e.  he  fhall  defend  thee,  as 
the  bird  fhelters  her  little  helplefs  brood,  from  the 
aliault  of  any  thing  that  would  injure  or  deftroy  them. 
And  could  we  defire  a  better  guard  ?  There  are  ma¬ 
ny  feafons,  when  our  earthly  parents  mu  ft  of  neeeflity 
be  leparated  from  us ;  and  a  thoufand  calamities 
might  overtake  and  deftroy  us,  even  m  their  prefence, 
while  they  Hood  by  helplefs  and  amazed  :  but  God  is 
always  with  his  children,  and  as  there  is  no  danger  of 
ours  unfeen  by  him,  there  can  be  none,  from  which 
he  is  not  able  to  deliver  us.  When  David  was  for- 
iaken  by  his  father  and  mother,  and  furrounded  with 
a  whole  army  of  inhuman  enemies,'  he  fpeaks  of  this 
as  his  comfort,  The  Lord  is  my  light,  and  my  fal- 
vation  :  whom  fhall  I  fear  ?  The  Lord  is  the  ftrength 
of  my  life  ;  of  whom  fhall  I  be  afraid  r  Though  an 
hoft  fhould  encamp  again  ft  me,  my  heart  fhall  not 
fear  ;  though  war  fhould  rife  againft  me,  in  this  will 
I  be  confident  (cj  :  for  in  his  help  I  fhall  be  fafe, 
though  I  flood  fmgle  againft  united  legions. 

3.  Did  you  hope  for  agreeable  entertainment  in 
the  company  of  your  earthly  parents  ?  You 
may  expebf  far  nobler  pleafure  in  converfmg 
with  God. 

I  acknowledge  there  is  fomething  peculiarly  de¬ 
lightful  in  the  company  of  a  wife,  a  pious,  and  indul¬ 
gent  parent  ;  and  I  doubt  not,  but  many  of  us  can 
eafly  recollect  it.  Even  in  our  infant  days,  when 
we  were  fondly  prattling  to  them,  we,  perhaps,  often 
faw  fmiles  of  complacency  fitting  on  their  cheeks, 
and  even  tears  of  tendernefs  and  pleafure  riftng  in 

their 
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their  eyes ;  efpecially  if,  with  the  dawnings  of  rea- 
fon,  they  difcovered  in  our  minds,  any  early  impref- 
fions  of  religion  :  we  can  perhaps  recollect  the  con- 
defcending  air  with  which  they  talked  to  us,  and  the 
kind  cardies  which  they  intermingled  with  their  dif- 
courfe.  And  as  we  grew  up  to  a  riper  underftanding, 
we  were  ftili  more  charmed  with  the  company  of  fuch 
parents.  We  had  not  only  the  manly  pleafure  of  ra¬ 
tional  converfe,  but  there  was  a  mixture  of  reverence 
and  of  gratitude  in  our  hearts,  which  much  incrcafed 
the  delight.  We  were  allured  of  their  candour  to¬ 
wards  their  children,  and  their  prejudice  in  favour  of 
what  we  might  fay  ;  and  that  infpired  us  with  fpirit 
and  cheer fulnefs.  We  were  encouraged  to  attempt 
to  pleafe  them,  becaufe  we  concluded  we*  might  eably 
do  it  ;  and  the  fenfe  we  had  of  the  fuperiority  on 
their  parts,  made  every  expreffion  of  their  kindnefs 
fo  mpfch  the  more  fweet  and  obliging. 

The  lofs  of  fuch  converfation  is  indeed  to  be  great¬ 
ly  lamented,  and  it  would  argue  a  ft  range  mixture 
of  ftupidity  and  inhumanity  to  be  unaffected  with  it. 
Hut  (till  remember,  that  though  your  parents  are 
gone,  you  are  not  left  entirely  alone  ;  for,  not  to 
mention  other  furviving  friends,  your  heavenly  father 
is  with  you,  if  it  be  your  prevailing  defire  (till  to  be 
with  him.  Though  your  father  and  your  mother  be 
removed,  and  you  can  no  longer  go  to  them,  unlefs  it 
be  to  mourn  over  their  grave,  and  to  mingle  your  tears 
with  their  duft  ;  yet  you  may  go  to  God,  and  with 
pleafure  pour  out  your  foul  before  him.  And  what 
you  find  in  him,  may  give  a  more  transporting  exer- 
cife  to  thofe  fweet  affections  which  add?u  a  relifh  to 
the  converfation  of  your  earthly  parents.  The  fird 
imperfect  accents  of  prayer  and  praife  will  be  a  plea- 
fing  offering  to  him.  Great  and  gloiious  as  he  is,  he 
will  bow  down  an  indulgent  ear,  through  Jefus, 
your  dear  elder  brother  ;  he  will  fmT  upon  your 
fouls,  and  allow  you  a  holy  freedom  in  all  the  endear¬ 
ments  of  filial  converfe. 
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Your  earthly  parents  were  not  always  at  leifure, 
nor  always  in  temper  to  receive  your  vifits ;  but 
wherever  you  are,  and  whatever  you  are  doing, 
pod’s  gracious  eye  is  always  on  his  children  ;  his 
indulgent  ear  is  always  open  to  their  addrefies. 
You  may  come  and  tell  him  how  heartily  you  love 
him,  how  affe&ionate  a  fenfe  you  have  of  his  fa¬ 
vours,  how  fincerely  you  are  concerned  for  his  in- 
teied  in  the  world,  and  how  earneflly  defirous  of 
taking  every  opportunity  to  advance  it ;  how  well 
you  ai e  fatished  with  his  paternal  care,  and  how 
cheerfully  you  can  refer  yourfelves  to  his  wife  and. 
gracious  difpofal.  Our  Lord  intimates,  that  we  may 
ufe  fuch  a  holy  boldnefs  with  God,  when  he  teach¬ 
es  us  to  fay,  Our  father,  which  art  in  heaven  (a)  ; 
and  the  apoftle  farther  expreffes  it,  when  he  fpeaks  of 
the  fpirit  of  adoption,  as  teaching  us  to  cry,  Abba, 
father  ( b ). 

4.  Could  your  earthly  parents  have  pitied  your 
forrows  and  complaints  ?  The  like  compani¬ 
ons  may  you  expedf  from  God,  if  you  apply 
to  him  under  the  chara&er  of  a  father. 

s 

It  is  natural  for  a  child,  when  any  thing  grieves 
it,  to  go  t©  its  parents,  and  complain  to  them  ;  and 
if  th  ey  cannot  redrefs  the  grievance,  at  lead  they 
will  be  ready  to  condole  it.  Now  we"  are  exprefsly 
told  in  the  word  of  God,  that,  like  as  a  father  pi- 
ticth  his  children,  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that 
fear  him  [c )  :  And  how  much  more  valuable  are 
the  companions  of  a  God,  than  thofe  of  our  earth¬ 
ly  parents  could  pofiibiy  have  been !  In  many  caf¬ 
es  theirs  was  only  a  mourning  pity,  and  all  that  they 
could  often  do  for  our  relief,  was  to  fit  down  and 
weep  over  us  ;  to  afflidl  themfelves  with  us ;  and 
to  give  us  their  company  in  didrefs  :  but  the  com¬ 
panions  of  an  almighty  God  can  redrefs  the  griev¬ 
ances 

(<?)  Mat.  vi,  9.  («)  Ram.  viii,  ij.  (i*)  Pfal.  ciii.  13* 
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ances  which  he  commiferates.  Be  our  afflictions  ever 
fo  many,  or  fo  great ;  in  ficknefs  and  in  pain'.;  in 
the  agonies  of  confidence,  or  the  agonies  of  death  ; 
when  '  parents  and  other  friends  are  but  miferable 
comforters .  (a)9  he  alone  can  fupport  the  foul;  can 
footh  it  into  ferertity  and,  peace ;  and  can  exalt  it  to 
the  mod  triumphant  joy. 

5.  Could  your  earthly  parents  have  fupplied  your 
wants,  and  have  made  piovifion  for  your  future 
fubfiftence  ?  God  is  infinitely  more  able  and 
ready  .to  do  it  for  his  children. 

In  our  years  of  infancy,  though  we  had  hardly 
any  thing  we  could  call  our  own,  we  made  ourfelves 
eaiy  in  this,  that  our  parents  would  take  care  of  us ; 
and  fometimes  the  circumftances  of  families  are  fuch, 
that  their  care  is  almod  all  the  children  have  to  de¬ 
pend  upon.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  none  can  won¬ 
der,  that  it -is  confidered  as  a  great  aggravation  of 
the  lofs.  But  furely,  when  God  proclaims  himfelf  a 
father  to  the  fatlieriefs  (£),  he  intends  to  fugged: 
fome  encouragement  to  fuch  helplefs  orphans'  as 
thefe  ;  and  it  becomes  them  to  take  the  comfort  of 
it. 

Earthly  parents  may  fometimes  be  fo  indigent  that 
they  cannot,  and  fometimes  fo  unkind  that  they  will 
not,  relieve  their  children,  at  lead  in  fuch  a  propor¬ 
tion  as  their  necefiities  require.  But  the  mod  high 
God  is  the  pofifetTor  of  heaven  and  earth  (c),  and  his 
goodnefs  is  as  extenlive  as  his  dominion  ;  we  may 
therefore  conclude,  that  he  will  not  fuffer  the  foul  of 
the  righteous  to  famifh  (</).  There  is  not  one  pa¬ 
rent  in  ten  thoufand  fo  unnatural,  as  that  he  could 
ftand  by,  and  fee  his  child  perifh  for  hunger,  while 
it  was  in  the  power  of  his  hand  to  relieve  him.  Now 
our  Lord  has  taught  us  to  argue  thus,  if  ye,  being 

evil 
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evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  chiL 
dren,  how  much  more  {hall  your  heavenly  father  give 
good  things  unto  them  that  a  fie  him  (a)  l 

God  has  the  eftates,  and  the  hearts  of  all  in  his 
hands ;  and  therefore  can,  with  the  utmofl  eafe, 
raife  up  friends  to  us  in  the  mofl  abandoned  cir- 
cumftances,  who  fhall  a6t  the  part  of  parents  to  us, 
and  do  more  for  us  than  they  could  have  done. 
And  it  is  farther  to  be  be  remembered,  that  the 
bounties  of  God  are  far  more  excellent,  than  thofe 
of  any  mortal  friend  could  poffibly  be.  Their  boun¬ 
ty,  be  it  ever  fo  great,  cannot  reach  beyond  the 
grave ;  but  it  is  our  father’s  good  pleafure  to  give  us 
a  kingdom  ib),  incorruptible,  and  undefiled,  and  that 
fadeth  not  away  (c)  :  in  the  believing,  though  dis¬ 
tant  views  of  which,  we  are  rich  amidft  the  extrem¬ 
es  poverty,  and  happy  in  the  mofl  miferable  ci.rcum- 
flances  that  can  be  confident  with  fuch  a  hope. 

You  fee  then,  on  the  whole,  how  much  more  the 
good  man  may  find  in  God,  than  he  can  poffibly  lofe 
in  the  mofl  valuable  earthly  parents. 

i" 

It  only  remains  that  I  conclude  the  difeomfe  with 
a  few  reflexions  on  this  fecond  obfervation. 

i.  Let  us  thankfully  acknowledge  the  gracious 
provifion,  which  God  has  made  to  fupport  his 
people  under  the  lofs  of  parents  and  friends. 

We  fnould  blefs  his  name  that  he  does  not  leave 
us  to  fink  under  the  burden;  or  at  belt  rto  colieCt 
feme  uncertain  comfort  from  the  precarious  conclu- 
fions  of  our  imaffiiled  reafon  ;  but  that,  through 
the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  bis  l'on,  he  has  giv¬ 
en  his  plain  and  exprefs  promife  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  ot  fuch  inconilderable  and  undeferving  crea- 
tures. 

You,  whole  parents  are  living,  ought  to  be  thankful, 
that  God  hath  provided  fuch  reviving  cordials  for 

,  -  you 
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you  again!!  the  mournful  time  when  they  may  be  lak- 
away. 

And  we,  who  have  loft  our  parents,  and  have 
found  relief  in  our  extremities,  from  luch  declarations 
as  thefe,  fhould  recoiled!  it  with  pleafure,  and  often 
repeat  our  fongs  of  grateful  acknowledgement. 

And  I  will  farther  add,  we  ought  not  only  to 
fejoice  and  to  be  thankful  on  our  own  account,  but 
aTfo  on  account  of  thofe  affliCted  friends  who  may  re¬ 
ceive  fupport  fiom  fuch  ftrong  confolations.  Wc 
pity  children  that  have  loll  their  parents,  and  it  is  de¬ 
lightful  to  fee  other  generous  perfons  rifling  up  to 
take  care  of  the  orphans,  and  in  fome  refpeCt  to 
make  up  their  lofs.  But  how  much  more  delightful 
it  fhould  be  to  us,  to  hear  an  Almighty  God  proclaim* 
ing  himfelf  as  their  great  guardian,  and  faying,  that 
when  their  father  and  their  mother  forfake  them,  he 
will  gracioufly  take  them  up.  How  fhould  we  re¬ 
joice,  that  when  we  fet  ourfelves  to  comfort  and  en¬ 
courage  them,  we  cannot  only  advance  our  own  con¬ 
jectures,  but  can  thus  fpeak  to  them  in  the  language 
-of  God  himfelf-  And  indeed  this  reflection  may  be 
applied  to  all  the  other  promifes.  We  ought  to  re¬ 
joice,  that  our  pious  friends  have  an  intereft  in  them, 
and  that  God  hath  confulted  their  fupport  and  con- 
'folation,  as  well  as  our  own. 

And  furely,  when  we  are  reflecting  upon  fuch  a 
promife  as  this,  our  affectionate  thoughts  and  praif- 
es  fhould  arife  to  him,  in  whom  all  the  promifes  of 
God  are  Yea  and  Amen  (a).  It  is  natural  to  fay 
«  whence  is  it  that  thou,  the  holy  majefty  of  hea- 
6(  ven,  wilt  appear  under  fuch  endearing  and  tender 
tc  characters  to  fmful  mortals !  that  thou  wilt  fpeak 
of  taking  them  up  !  of  be  flowing  one  gracious 
look  upon  them,  and  much  more  of  extending  an 
<<  arm  of  mercy  to  vaife  them  from  that  helplefs  con- 
«  dition,  in  which  they  naturally  lie,  like  abandoned 
««  outcafls !  Whence  is  it  that  thou  wilt  take  them 
into  thy  family  now,  and  into  thy  kingdom  at 
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iait  ?  vfor  all  this  is  intimated  in  this  exprefiiord. 

Lora,  may  each  of  us  fay,  “  1  humbly  afcribe  it  to 
v  the  riches  of  thy  gofpel  grace.  1  would  declare  it 
“  fathe  evcilafting  honour  of  Jefus  thy  fon,  that  it 
*  is  through  him  we  have  received  the  adoption.” 

2.  What  an  engagement  fhould  this  be  to  young 
perfons,  to  endeavour  to  fecure  ail  intereft  in 
God  through  Chrift  ] 

\ou  mull  own  the  confolations,  which  I  have  now 
been  reprefenting,  to  be  far  from  being  fmali  (a)  ; 
and  furely,  when  you  confider  how  foon  the  bed  of 
your  mortal  friends  may  fail,  you  cannot  but  wifh  for 
an  intered  in  them  :  but  you  wifh  it  in  vain,  unlefs 
you  feck  it  in  the  gofpel  way ;  unlefs  you  deliberately 
ana  refolutely  choofe  God  for  your  father  in  Chrift, 
and  devote  yourfelves  to  him  in  the  bonds  of  an  ever- 
lading  covenant.  If  you  refufe  this,  you  have  rea¬ 
son  to  regard  him  under  the  character  of  an  enemy  ; 
and  to  fear,  that  when  he  removes  your  friends,  it  is 
in  judgment  that  he  vifits  you  with  fuch  a  blow. 
Your  hearts  may  juftly  meditate  terror,  if  this  be  the 
cafe ;  efpecially  when  your  pious  parents  are  taken  away. 
You  are  then  deprived  of  their  prayers,  their  exhort¬ 
ations,  their  advices,  and  their  examples ;  and  you 
feem  to  be  thrown  farther  out  of  the  way  of  repent¬ 
ance  and  reformation.  And  let  me  add,  that  'if  al¬ 
mighty  grace  doth  not  prevent  it,  the  trouble- which 
you  now  feel,  in  being  feparated  from  fuch  dear  rela¬ 
tions  while  you  continue  on  earth,  will  be  the  jmaLdt 
part  of  ycur  unhappinefs ;  for  you  mufk  finaliy-be fe¬ 
parated,  not  only  from  all  the  mod  vHe  perfons 
you  have  ever  known  here,  but,  whichAs  infinitely 
-more,  from  the  prefence  of  the  blefledjGrod  himfelf ; 
mud  fall  unpitied  vicftims  of  thc>^ne  judice,  and 
be  delivered  over  to  dwell  with  yoUrfiather  the  devil, 
whole  works  you  have  chofen  tocjfo  (3).  And  oh! 
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how  unutterably  dreadful  is  it  to  think,  that  in  the 
awful  day,  when  this  fentence  is  to  be  pronounced 
and  executed  upon  you,  there  will  not  be  one  friend 
to  plead  in  your  favour  !  That  though  your  pious 
parents  be  then  prefent,  yet,  in  a  molt  terrible  fenfe, 
father  and  mother  will  then  forfake  you  indeed  ;  and, 
indead  of  interpofmg  their  intreaties  for  you,  will  ap¬ 
plaud  the  righteous  vengeance  that  dooms  you  as  ob- 
ilinate  rebels  to  eternal  death  ;  to  thofe  abodes,  of 
diiti  lguiihed  mifery,  which*  are  prepared  for  fuch  a* 
have  broke  through  all  the  peculiar  advantages  which 
will  then- be  found  chargeable  to  your  account. 

3.  Let  what  1  have  been  frying  be  confdered  by 
parents,  as  an  encouragement,  cheerfully  to  leave 
their  religious  children  in  the  hands  of  God, 
when  providence  (hall  fee  fit  to  make  the  repara¬ 
tion. 

When,  through  the  riches  of  gofpel  grace,  a  ch'nf* 
than  parent  fees  his  own  eternal  concerns  fo  (afe  in  a 
Redeemer’s  hands,  that  he  can  fay,  with  refpecf  to 
them,  I  defire  to  depart  (a)  ;  yet  fometimes  he  feels 
relu&ance  mingling  itfelf  with  the  holy  deiire,  when 
he  co  adders  that  he  mud  leave  his  gear  children  be¬ 
hind  him  ;  perhaps  in  a  deftitute,  and  always,  if  they 
be  very  young,  in  a  hazardous  condition.  And  this 
thought  p redes  with  peculiar  weight  on  the  minds 
of  thofe  who  have  loft  the  companions  of  their  lives  ; 
as,  upon  their  deceafe,  their  children  will  become  en¬ 
tirely  orphans.  But  may  it  not  revive  yon,  to  hear, 
that  God  will  be  their  guardian,  if  they  be  willing 
to  cbufe  him  as  fuch  ?  Surely  you  may  be  abundantly 
fatisfied  with  his  care.  Alas !  what  were  you  your- 
felves,  with  all  your  parental  tendernefs,  but  indru- 
ments  which  God  made  ufe  of  for  conveying  fome 
few  of  his  favours  to  them  ?  And  cannot  he  do  that 
by  others  which  he  hath  long  been  doing  by  you  ? 
Didrud  not  his  power  or  his  faithfulnefs ;  but  turn 
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al:  your  anxious  care  about  future  events,  into  a  reli¬ 
gious  concern  to  do  your  duty  to  your  children  and, 
by  all  the  moil  prudent  and  affectionate  methods  of 
addrefs,  to  lead  them  into  the  early  knowledge  of 
God  in  Chriil ;  that  fo,  through  the  mercies  of  an 
everlafting  covenant,  they  may  Hand  intkled  to  the 
fpecial  protection  of  an  heavenly  father,  who  can 
never  be  feparated  from  them  ;  and  who,  as  he  is 
never  unable,  will  never  prove  unwilling  to  help 
them.  Once  more ; 

4.  Let  did  relied  orphans  have  an  immediate  and- 
frequent  recourfe  to  fqch  fupporting  conddera-. 
tions  as  thefe 

Do  not  allow  yourielves  to  fufpedt  the  truth  of 
thefe  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifcs  (2), 
which  have  now  been  let  before  you  ;  and,  for  your 
farther  encouragement,  confider  in  how  many  in- 
itances  they  have  been  confirmed  by  experience. 

There  are,  my  friends,  I  am  lure  there  are,  thefe 
amonglt  us  this  day,  who  can  fet  their  feal  to  the 
truth  of  what  has  now  been  fpoken  ;  and  can  fay, 
in  the  language  of  the  text,  that  when  our  father 
and  our  mother  did  both  of  them  forfake  us,  then 
the  Lord  ad ually  took  us  up,  and  proved  a  mod  gra¬ 
cious  parent  to  us.  He  fupplied  the  breaches  that 
lie  liad  made,  and,  by  a  train  of  providence,  which 
we  cannot  but  admire  in  the  review,  raifed  up  other 
friends  for  us  ;  and,  it  may  be,  infpired  almoit  with 
the  tendernefs  of  parents,  peifons,  who  were  even 
unknown  to  us,  when  the  lad  of  our  parents  was 
taken  away.  Nay,  perhaps,  fome  of  us  may  fay,  , 
that  the  death  of  a  valuable  parent,  which  we  feared 
would  be  our  ruin,  has  proved,  in  fome  of  its  then 
unthought-of  confequences,  on  the  whole  a  very  great 
mercy  to  us. 

Let  fuch  reflexions  as  thefe  encourage  you,  my 
young  friends,  for  whofe  admonition  and  confo'ation 

this, 
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tliis  difcourfe  was  peculiarly  intended,  to  hope,  that 
as  your  afflictions  are  the  fame,  your  conlolations 
will  alfo  be  the  fame.  Let  not  your  heart  be  trou¬ 
bled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid  Ka).  Your  father  and 
mother  are  dead,  but  your  heavenly  father  can  never 
die.  1  would  willingly  hope,  that  it  has  been  your 
early  care  to  fecure  an  intered  in  him;  and  I  would 
foitmnly  charge  it  upon  you,  as  you  value  your  pio- 
fent  peace  or  your  eternal  happinefr,  that  it  oe  the 
great  bufmefs  of  your  lire  to  keep  clofe  to  bun  ;  and 
then  you  may  adore  yourfelves  with  the  mod  che  err  ill 
confidence,  that  he  will  never  fail  nor  forfake  you  b). 

If,  therefore,  your  hearts  are  aimed  overwhelmed 
within  you,  in  the  melancholy  cncumdanccs  into 
which  his  providence  has  brought  you,  fly  into  his 
prefence,  prodrate  yourfelves  before  him  wit-h  hum¬ 
ble  importunity,  and  turn  your  tears  of  for  row  into 
tears  of  devotion.* 

‘c  Behold,  Oh  mod  companionate  father,55  may 
you  reafonably  and  confidently  fay,  4£  Behold,  thou 
6‘  had  plunged  me  even  into  the  depths  of  did  refs  5 
c<  but  blefled  be  thy  name,  thou  had  not  let!  me  to 
fink  in  them,  without  any  fupport.  I  have  this 
6i  day  received  fome  kind  affurances  from  thy  word, 
i£  and  I  now  entreat  thee  to  remember  that  word  un* 
u  to  thy  fervant,  upon  which  thou  had  catbird  me 
to  hope  (Vo  My  father  and  my  mother  have  for- 
fa  ken  me:  Lord,  wilt  thou  not  take"  me  up?  Wilt 
thou  indeed  abandon  me  ?  Wilt  thou  add  affliction 
to  the  afflicted  ?  The  in’upportable  affliction  of  lee- 
ing  rnyfelf  deferted  by  thee,  when  I  mod  evidently 
6i  need  thy  fuccour  ?  That  he  far  from  th.ee,  Oil 
Lord  !  and  be  the  unworthy  fufpicion  far  from 
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couniVfiors,  but  1  look  unto  thee,  as  the  guide  ct 
ct  my  youth.- — '  have  lod  thole  who  were  once  my 
“  guardians  and  protestors ;  but  I  am  come  to  take 
fhelter  under  the  diadow  of  thy  wings.  Their 
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eYes  are  clofed,  and  their  mouths  are  fealed  up  in, 
•  110  hunger  can  they  look  with  companion 
on  fy  Arrows ;  no  longer  can  their  converfe  cheer, 
01  delight  me.  Oh  !  may  thy  eompailionate  eye 
rvgui d  me,  and  thy  comforts  delight  my  foul! 
Permit  me,  oh  God!  an  humble  freedom  in  ap¬ 
proaching  to  thee,  and  in  pouring  forth  all  my 
heart  in  thy  prefence.  My  parents  are  now  re¬ 
turned  naked  to  their  dull,  and,  fliould  my  wants 
be  ever  fo  pfeffing,  are  now  incapable  of  (hewing 
me  any  relief.  May  thy  rich  bounty  fupply  me, 
thy  unwearied  providence  take  care  of  me  !  But, 
above  all,  withhold  not  thy  covenant-bleffings,  and 
ii"  ^  me  diare  in  that  eternal  inheritance  which  thou 
<v  bail  prepared  for  all  thy  children  in  Chrift.,, 

If  thefe  be  the  daily  breathings  of  your  fouls  be-, 
tore  him,  you  have  abundant  reafon  to  hope,  that 
he  will  return  an  anfwer  of  peace.  In  all  your  dif¬ 
ficulties  he  will  wifely  diredt  you;  in  all  your  forrows 
ise  will  compaffionately  relieve  you  ;  in  all  your  dan¬ 
gers  he  will  powerfully  protedfc  you  ;  in  all  your 
wants  he  will  bountifully  fupply  you  ;  in  a  word  you 
will  be  conduced  fafelv,  and  I  hope,  not withstand- 
J*ng  this  gloomy  profpedt,  you  will  be  conduced  com¬ 
fortably  through  this  mortal  life,  till  you  come  at 
length  to  your  father’s  houfe  in  peace  (a).  And 
when  you  are  arrived  thither,  and  take  a  view  of  all 
the  various  occurrences  of  the  way,  you  will  fee  ap¬ 
parent  reafon  to  acknowledge,  what  is  now  fo  diffi¬ 
cult  to  believe,  that  the  prefent  awful  difpenfation 
was  fent  with  a  gracious  defign,  and  that  all  the 
paths  of  your  heavenly  father  have  been  mercy  and 
truth  to  you  (£) .  Amen. 

(a)  Gen,  xxviii,  21.  Pfal.  xxv.  io. 
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And  the  king  was  much  moved \  and  went  up  to  the  cham¬ 
ber  over  the  gate,  and  wept ;  and  as  he  went,  thus 
he  fold ;  0  my  Jon  Aijalom ,  my  Jon ,  my  Jon  Alja * 
iom  !  would  God  I  had  died  Jor  thee ,  0  Abjalom ,  my 
Jon ,  my  Jon  ! 

% 

A  S  the  providence  of  God  calls  me  this  day  par- 
lA  tic'ularly  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  young-  peifons, 
fo  the  words  I  have  been  reading  fugged  fome  very 
awful  thoughts,  which  are  well  fuited  to  fuch  an  oc- 
caiion.  And  there  is  one  circumdance  relating  to 
this  difeourfe,  which  I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  to 
you,  becaufe  1  hope  it  may  be  a  means- of  engaging 
a  more  than  common  attention  to  it,  from  the  audi¬ 
tory  to  which  I  am  now  fpeaking*.. 

It 


*  N.  B.  This  fermon  was  preached  at  Kibworth  in  Leiccf- 
terfhire,  towards  the  beginning  of  the  year  17 25,  about  eight¬ 
een  .months  after  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr  John  Jennings, 
Vjfhp.  had- long  been  mimfter  there,  and  was  author  of  thofe 
excellent  d  icourfes  on  Preaching  Chrift,  and  Experimental. 
I  rea^iiitjg,  v/nich  have  met  with . fuch  great-  acceptance  at- 
home  and  abroad, 
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It  is  this :  The  fubftance  of  the  fermon  which  I 
am  now  to  deliver,  was  drawn  up  Tome  time  ago,  at 
the  delire  of  your  late  reverend  and  worthy  pallor, 
Mr.  Jennings,  and  preached  to  a  fociety  of  young 
perfons  then  under  his  charge*.  The  text  was  cho- 
ien  by  him  ;  and  his- tender  and  obliging  care  to  af- 
iill  his  pupils  in  their  fir  ft  labours,  engaged  him  to 
draw  the  plan  of  the  difcourfe,  and  to  furnifh  me 
with  fcveral  ef  the  moil  important  thoughts,  which 
I  am  now  to  offer. 

So  that,  I  think,  I  may  properly  fay,  that  though 
your  eyes  will  no  more  fee  him,  nor  your  ears  any¬ 
more  hear  his  perfuafive  voice,  which  has  fo  frequent¬ 
ly,  and  fo  affectionately,  addreffed  you  from  this 
place,  yet  this  day  by  me,  he  being  dead,  yet  fpeaks 
(a),  fpeaks  to  you,  young  perfons;  to  many  of 
whom,  I  fear,  he  hath  often  fpoken  in  vain.  Let 
me,  therefore,  folemnly  charge  you,  by  your  vene¬ 
ration  for  the  memory  of  fo  excellent  a  friend,  as 
well  as  by  the  authority  of  God,  and  the  importance 
of  your  eternal  interefts,  that  you  give  thefe  things 
a  diligent  hearing,  a  ferrous  recollection,  and  a  reli¬ 
gious  regard.  And,  indeed,  if-fuch  a  fuhjedt,  in-' 
troduced  by  fuch  a  circumftance,  will  not  command  . 
them  all,  I  can  have  very  little  hopes  of  impreffing 
you  by  what  I  may  fay  in  the  courfe  of  my  ordinary 
miniftry  among  ft  you, . 

The  words  of  the  text  are  the  pathetic  lamenta¬ 
tion  of  good  old  David,  on  the  death  ot  Abfalom  ; 
a  favourite,  but  wicked  fon.  His  pious  father  had, 
no  doubt,  given  him  a  religious  education  ;  and  it  is 
very  probable,  that,  confidering  the  remarkable  beau¬ 
ty  and  gracefuinefs  of  his  per  fon,  he  was  ready  to 
hope,  that  he  would  be  endowed  with  virtuous  and 
holy  difpofitions  of  foul,  the  correfponding  beauties 
of  the- mind.  But  thefe  hopes  were  dreadfully  dif- 
appointed  ;  for  the  darling,  the  beautiful  Abfalom, 
proved  a  murderer  and  a  rebel ;  he  went  in  unto  his 

.  father’s 

9  i,  e.  At  Hinckley,  May  7,  1723. 
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father’s  concubines,  in  the  fight  of  all  Ifrael  (a)>  and 
openly  attempted  to  take  away  the  life  of  him,  from 
whom  his  own  was  derived,  and  by  whofe  indulgence 
it  had  been  fpared,  even  when  forfeited  *£o  juftice. 
Yet  neverthelefs  David  had  fuch  paternal  tendanefs, 
as,  under  all  thefe  crying  provocations,  exprefsly  to 
order  the  generals  of  his  army,  to  deal  gently  with 
the 'young  man  Abfalom,  for  his  fake  (£).  But  the 
righteous  vengeance  of  God  determined  it  otherwife, 
and,  notwithfianding  all  his  father’s  fond  precautions, 
brought  him  down  to  the  grave  with  infamy  and 
blood.  He  was  fnatched  away  by  a  violent  and  very 
terrible  death,  in  the  prime  of  his  days,  and  .the  very 
adl  of  his  fin  ;  and  this  was  the  occafion  of  thofe 
moving  words,  O  my  fon,  Abfalom,  my  fon,  my 
fon,  Abfalom!  Would  God  I  had  died  for  thee,  O 
Abfalom,  my  fon,  my  fon  ! 

We  may  charitably,  and  I  think  very  reafonably 
fuppofe,  that  they  are  not  only  the  expreffions  of  Da¬ 
vid’s  natural  affection,  on  the  death  of  a  fon  whom 
he  tenderly  loved  ;  but  that  they  arofe  from  the  views 
of  that  date  on  which  he  entered  by  death,  which  . 
mull  certainly  be  very  dreadful ;  fo  dreadful,  that 
David,  whole  eternal  interefts  were  ft  cure,  would 
have  been  willing  even  by  his  own  death  to  have  de¬ 
livered  him  from  fuch  complete  and  fuch  hop  clefs 


rum. 


It  will  "be  my  bu  Griefs  from  thefe  words, 

I.  To  conftder  the  reflexions  which  may  naturally 
arife  in  the  mind  of  a  pious  parent  on  the  death 
of  a  wicked  child.  And, 

II.  To  draw  fome  inferences  from  fuch  a  furvev. 
Oh  !  that  all,  and  especially  the  degenerate  chil¬ 
dren  of  religious  parents,  would  attend  with  a 
becoming  ferioufnefs  ! 

L  1 
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I.  I  am  to  confider  the  reflexions  which  may  na¬ 
turally  arife  in  the  mind  of  a  pious  parent,  on  the 
death  of  a  wicked  child. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  enumerate  them  all,  or  to  de- 
fcribe  them  in  fuch  pathetic  language  as  a  bleeding 
heart  will  fpeak  itfelf  on  fo  bad  an  occafion  ;  but 
probably  the  chief  of  them  may  be  fuch  as  thefe : 

1.  A  pious  parent  will  reded  on  fuch  an  occafion, 
that  his  expeditions  from  his  child  have  been 
fadly  difappointed  in  the  paft  courfe  of  hi3 
life. 

Parents  are  apt  to  flatter  themfelves  with  fond 
hopes  from  their  infant-offspring ;  they  look  upon 
them  as  the  bloffoms  of  future  delight  and  fupport. 
They  comfort  themfelves  under  the  other  burdens  of 
life,  and  the  additional  cares  and  labours  which  a 
growing  family  brings  upon  them,  by  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  future  years,  and  anticipating  the  pleafures 
hereafter  to  arife  from  the  duty,  gratitude,  and  Life- 
fulnefs  of  their  children.  44  But  alas!”  will  the 
good  man  fay,  44  Could  I  have  feen  what  this  poor 
44  creature  would  have  proved,  inflead  of  rejoicing  in 
14  his  birth,  I  fhould  have  mourned  over  it  as  a  cala* 
44  mity  to  me  and  my  family.  I  promifed  myfelf 
44  other  things.  My  heart  trembled  for  him  in  the 

O  «•  # 

44  various  dangers  of  infancy  and  childhood.  I  con- 
44  gratulated  myfeif  on  his  arrival  at  a  more  confirmed 
44  age.  But  when  I  looked  that  this  pleafant  plant 
54  fhould  have  brought  forth  grapes,  behold  it  brought 
44  forth  wild  grapes  ( a) .  Well  did  Solomon  fay,  A 
44  foolifh  fon  is  a  grief  to  his  father,  and  bitterriefs 
44  to  her  that  bare  him  b).  So,  alas,  have  we  found. 
44  Oh  !  how  often. has  our  authority  been  affronted, 
44  and  our  love  flighted,  for  a  mere  trifle  !  Or  when 
54  he  was  treating  us  better,  what  a  thorn  has  it 

44  been 

(0  Iff.  v*  4, 
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**  been  -In  our  very  hearts,  to  think  that  our  child 
44  was  in  a  (late  of  fpiritual  death,  and  on  the  bor- 
“  ders  of  that  eternal  ruin,  into  which  we  have  rea- 
“  fon  to  fear  he  is  now  fallen.  So  that  with  regard 
“  to  what  is  pad,  we  have  caufe  to  fay,  Bleffed,  in 
“  comparifon  of  us,  are  the  barren,  that  never  bare, 
u  and  the  breads  that  never  gave  fuck  (a).”  Thefe 
thoughts  will  be  aggravated,  when,  in  the  next 
place, 


2.  The  pious  parent  refle&s  with  concern  on  the 
fruitlefs  pains  he  has  taken  for  the  reformation 
and  converfion  of  his  child. 

“  He  that  fearches  my  heart,”  will  the  chridian 
fay,  44  is  witnefs,  that  next  to  its  concern  for  my 
*’  own  falvation,  it  knows  not  a  more  affectionate 
“  wifh  than  this,  that  Chrift  might  be  formed  in  the 
“  foul  of  my  children  ( b ).  That  how  little  foever 
Ci  of  this  world  I  could  give  them,  they  might  be 
“  the- children  of  God,  and  the  heirs  of  glory.  And 
(i  with  relation  to  this  unhappy  creature,  I  was  not 
“  entirely  wanting  in  fuch  endeavours  as  lay  in  my 
“  power.  What  knowledge  in  the  things  of  God 
^  1  "Y  ^  C.  d  y  I  was  willing  to  communicate  to 

“  him :  I  urged  them  ferioufly  upon  him  ;  I  fre- 
“  quently  reminded  him  of  them  ;  and,  to  fupply 
the  defers  of  my  perfonal  indruCh’ons,  I  put  the 
“  kook  of  God  into  his  hands,  and  engaged  him  in 
“  an  early  and  condant  attendance  on  public  ordi- 
nances.  When  I  favv  him  wandering  in  the  paths 
“  of  folly  and  fin,  I  endeavoured  to  convince  him  of 
w  the  confequences  of  fuch  courfes.  and  in  the 
.  44  mod  affe&ionate  manner  to  diffuade  him  from 
44  them.  I  have  again  and  again  urged  him  to  pray 
44  for  himfelf ;  and  I  have  frequently  been  praying 
foi  him.  I  have  defired  that  he  might  be  remem- 
u  bered  in  our  worfhipping  affemblies ;  I  have  borne 

44  him 

U)  Luke  xxiii.  29.  (6)  Gal.  iv.  19. 
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4<  him  on  my  heart  before  God  fn  the  family  and  the 
i(  clofet,  and  God  a  one  kr,o  with  what  overflow- 
u  ing  tendernefs.  How  importunately  have  i  plead- 
u  ed,  and  how  unwilling  have  I  been  to  take  any  de- 
((  nial !  But  alas !  all  my  prayers  and  my  tears  have 
€i  been  like  water  on  the  ground  ;  and  in  all  the  en- 
i(  deavours  I  have  been  ufing  for  his  converfion  and 
falvatiom,  I  have  been  labouring  in  vain,  and  fpend- 
(i  ing  my  time  and  my  ftrength  for  nought  (a)»  ,Nay, 
tc  as  to  him  it  has  proved  worfe  than  in  vain  ;  for 
6C  every  inftrudlion,  and  every  correction,  every  re- 
i6  proof,  and  every  prayer,  has  aggravated  his  guilt, 
Ci  and  increafed  his  mifery  ;  fo  that  on  the  whole, 
u  while  I  thought  I  was  aCting  the  kindefl  and  molt 
u  affe&ionate  part,  1  was  only  treafuring  up  for  my 
€<  child  aggravated  wrath  and  damnation. 99  But 

ibis  leads  me  to  add, 

3.  That  the  pious  parent,  on  fuch  an  occafion, 
cannot  but  deeply  refiecl  on  that  date  of  ever- 
lading  ruin,  into  which  he  has  reafon  to  fear 
that  his  child  is  fallen. 

€t  Oh!’*  will  the  affiiCted  chiiftian  fay,  li  liow 
*c  comparatively  light  would  my  forrows  be,  if,  while 
I  am  looking  on  the  breathlefs  corps,  and  mourn- 
e<  ing  the  difappointment  of  my  hopes  as  to  the  pre<- 
«  feht  life,  I  could  by  faith  look  forward  to  a  world 
“  of  glory,  and  fee  the  branch  of  my  family  which 
6t  is  cut  off  from  earth,  transplanted  thither,  and 
li  flourifhing  there:  joy  would  then  mingle  itfelf  with 
u  my  parental  forrows,  and  praifes  with  my  tears* 
u  But  alas !  I  have  reafon  to  apprehend,  it  was  cat 
«<  down,  that  -it  might  be  call  into  the  burnings. 

On  the  former  fuppofition  1  might  have  comforted 
u  myfelf  with  the  thought  of  meeting  my  child 
e<  again,  of  meeting  him  on  terms  of  infinite  advan- 

(i  tage.  iro  more  to  be  feparated  from  him.  But 
’  .  «  now 

(0)  I  fa  xlix.  4.  (*)  Buke  xvi.  24- 
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now  alas!  I  have  not  only  lod  my  child  for  a 
*i  while,  but  I  have  loft  him  for  ever  ;  for  the  un- 
4<  happy  creature  died  a  ft  ranger  to  God  and  Chrift, 
**  and  therefore  what  can  I  imagine,  but  that  he  is 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  divine  vengeance  ?  Over- 
4<  whelming  thought !  while  he  dived,  ray  bowels 
yearned  for  him  when  he  was  under  any  affliction  ; 
44  when  1  faw  him  ftruggling  with  ilinefs  and  pain, 

4 4  1  pitied  him,  and  I  wept  over  him.  01),  how  can 
44  I  bear  to  think,  that  he  is  now  tormented  in  that 
44  flame  (a),  and  that  God  is  pouring  forth  on  him 
44  the  vials  of  his  wrath  !  Oh,  that  tiie  blood  of  the 
44  parent  could  redeem  the  foul  of  the  child  !  how 
44  willingly,  how  gladly,  would  I  part  with  it!— O 
44  my  fon  Abfalom,  my  fon,  my  foil  Abfalom  ! 
44  Would  to  God  I  had  died  for  thee,  O  Abfalom, 
44  my  fon,  my  fon  !”  But  once  more, 

4.  The  pious  parent  cannot  but  be  much  .di ft  refled 
in  fueh  a  circumftance  as  this,  at  the  thoughts 
of  meeting  his  child  at  the  tribunal  of  Chrift. 

u  It  would  be  mournful,”  may  the  good  man  fay, 
to  think  that  I  fhould  fee  him  no  more  ;  yet,  as 
4<  the  matter  now  Hands,  even  that  would  be  fame 
alleviation  of  my  diftrefs  :  but  the  immutable  de* 
crees  of  God  forbid  it.  I  know,  that  when  all  the 
“  dead,  fmall  and  great,  Hand  before  his  throne  ■£), 
“  I  and  my  child  mull  appear  together  there  ;  and 
<£  oh !  what  a  dreadful  interview  will  it  be  !  when 
i£  God  committed  his  education  to  my  care,  he  did, 
“  as  it  were,  put  his  foul  into  my  hands,  and  at  my 
41  hands  will  he  require  an  account  of  it.  And  when 
“  he  comes  to  make  the  enquiry,  what  will  the  iffue 
“  be  ?  Will  my  fon  accufe  me  ?  Or  muft  I  be  a  wit- 
“  nefs  again  ft  him  ?  How  terrible  an  office  !  to  bear- 
“  my  teftimony  for  the  condemnation  of  one  whom 
t*  1  tenderly  loved,  of  one,  whofe  foul  I  would  have 

M  w  died 
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“  cued  to  deliver  !  I  know  I  (hall  not  dare  to  inter¬ 
pole  in  his  favour,  and  plead  the  caufe  of  my  Sa¬ 
viour  s  enemy  ;  or,  if  I  were  fo  far  tranfported  by 
“  the  fondnefs  of  a  father,  I  fhould  plead  in  vain, 
oooner,  much  fooner,  would  the  mountains  be  re- 
“  moved  for  me,  or  the  earth  carried  out  of  its 
P^ace  (a)i  than  the  fentence  of  Heaven,  its  final, 
“  folemn  fentence  be  repealed.  And  if  it  muft  not 
be  repealed,  how  fliall  I  bear  to  hear  it  pronounc- 
<c  ed,  to  fee  it  executed  :  to  hear  my  own  child  fe- 
“  parated  by  an  everlafliug  curfe  from  the  prefence 
c)f  the  Lord  ;  to  fee  the  mimft-ers  of  divine  wrath. 
“  hurrying  away  the  helplefs  creature,  and  dragging 
him  down  to  unquenchable  burnings?  Oh  that,  if 
no  fhelter  muft  be  allowed,  God  would  hide  me  in 
*'•  the  grave  till  this  tremendous  feene  of  his  indigna- 
“  tion  be  overpaft  ;  left  the  anguifh  of  a  parent  min- 
44  itfelf  with  the  joys  of  a  riling  faint,  and,  to 
me,  overcaft  the  triumphs  of  the  day  !”  Hardly 
can  a  good  man  refrain  from  fuch  lentiments  as  thefe, 
though  fome  of  them  be  didated  by  paffion,  rather 
than  by  reafon. 

After  this  furvey  of  the  refkdions,  which  fuch  a 
fad  event  might  naturally  produce,  I  would  proceed 
•to  draw  fome  inferences  from  it;  yet  I  cannot  but 
delay  them  for  a  few  moments,  in  companion  to  the 
for  rows  of  thofe  pious  parents,  if  any  fuch  be  amongft 
us,  whofe  cafe  this  has  been.  Are  there  any  of  you, 
ehriftians,  that  experimentally  know  the  anguifh  of 
iuch  thoughts  as  thefe  ?  Any  of  you,  that  have 
thus  been  mourning  over  your  dead  children,  when 
God  has  on  a  fudden  called  them  to  his  bar,  with  all 
their  follies  and  fins  on  their  head,  without  sivino- 
-you  any  probable  hope,  that  his  grace  had  fir  ft  re¬ 
called  them  to  himfelf,  and  waftied  their  fouls  in  the 
blood  of  a  Redeemer  ? 

It  grieves  me,  my  friends,  to  have  been  forced  by 
a  fenfe  of  duty,  as  I  have  now  been,  fo  largely  to 

rep  re  fen  t 
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Teprefent  a  fcene,  which  mud  call  up  your  forrovva 
afrcih.  But,  permit  me  to  remind  you,  that,  even  in 
this  dreadful  circumftance,  the  confolations  of  God 
are  not' (mall  { a ).  Your  hopes  in  your  children  have 
been  fadly  blafted  ;  but  you  have  hopes  in  God,  your 
heavenly  father,  which  nothing  can  (hake.  You* 
have  reafon  to  fear  their  fouls  are  loft  ;  but  is  it 
nothing  to  you  To  reflect,  that  your  own  are  given 
you  as  a  prey  \  As  to  thefc  unhappy  creatures  who 
arc  now  loft,  you  have  indeed  laboured  in  vain,  ami 
fpent  your  (Length  for  nought;  but  (till  your  work 
is  with  the  Lord,  and  your  reward  with  your  God  ; 
(a)  and  you,  like  the  faithful  minifter,  may  hope, 
that  you  (hall  be  unto  God  a  fweet  favour  of  Chritt, 
not  only  in  them  that  are  fayed,  but  even  in  them 
that  perifh  (3).  And,  as  to  the  final  interview,  which 
appears  fo  grievous  in  the  profpedt,  remember,  that 
you  are  not  to  carry  along  with  you  the  fond  in- 
ilindls  of  nature  into  a  world  of  perfection  and  glo¬ 
ry.  All  your  pailions  will  then  he  refined  ;  your 
will  fo  entirely  refolved  into  the  will  of  God,  and 
your  fouls  fo  completely  fatisfied  with  his  prefence 
and  his  love,  that  no  creature-regards  will  be  able  to 
difturb  their  ft.: red  ferenity.  You  will  look  on  the 
whole  aiTembly  of  the  enemies  of  God  with  fo  deep 
an  apprehenfion  of  the  malignity  of  their  character, 
and  of  the  wifdom  and  equity  of  that  divine  fenience 
by  which  they  fall,  that  you  will  not  diftinguifh  any 
of  them  from  the  reft,  by  the  fentiments  of  a  pain¬ 
ful  compaflion.  Nor  will  your  concern  for  thole  of 
them,  who  now  lie  neareft  to  your  heart,  prevent 
your  concurrence  in  that  fong  of  triumph,  fo  proper 
to  the  folemnities  of  that  awful  day  :  Great  and  mar¬ 
vellous  are  thy  works,  Lord  God  Almighty ;  juft 
and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  king  of  faints  (V.  In 
the  mean  time,  let  the  expectation  of  fo  happy  an 
improvement  in  your  temper,  moderate  the  excofs  of 
your  piefent  forrows ;  and  when  they  are  moderated 

aright, 


.!« 


I 


(a)  Ifa.  xlix,  4,  5,  G)  2  Cor.  il.  15,  ft)  P.ev,  xv.  3. 
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^aright,  the  remainder  of  them  will  be  a  fadnefs  of 
the  countenance,  by  which  the  heart  may  be  made 
better  t  a).  And  now, 

^  proceed  to  draw  fome  inferences  from  the  fad 
u  1  vey.  we  have  been  taking,  of  the  pious  parent’s 
renebbons  on  the  death  of  a  wicked  child.  And 
hence  we  may  infer, 


A 

1.  .1  hat  wicked  children  are  a<ffing  a  very  cru¬ 
el  and  unnatural  part,  while  they  are  expof- 

3ng  their  pious  parents  to  iuch  reflexions  as 
thefe. 


^  I  lay  it  with  a  forrowful  heart,  but  fo  it  is,  that 
I  reai  tneic  are  feveral  of  you,  my  young  friends, 
who.  live  in  the  neglect  of  your  own  fouls,  and  whofe 
comciences  will  prefentiy  charge  it  upon  you.  How 
foon  that  awml  Being,  whom  you  now  forget,  may 
cut  off  the  number  of  your  months  in  the  midff 
and  add  you  to  the  number  of  the  dead,  you  know 
not ;  but  this  is  certain,  that  if  you  die  as  you  live, 
and  your  parents  furvive  the  broke,  they  will  feel  the 
weight  of  thefe  terrible  reflections;  and  even  now 
they  cannot  but  fear  them.  Doubtlefs,  if  they  be 
prelent  here  their  hearts  are  bleeding  whilft  I  fpeak, 
and  they  are  looking  upon  you  with  unknown  an- 
gnifn.  And  docs  not  the  thought  grieve  you,  and 
does  it  not  fhame  you?  Ungrateful  creatures !  are 
thele  your  returns  for  all  their  bounty,  for  all  their 
tendernefs ;  to  be  a  fword  in  their  bowels,  and  to 
pierce  their  very  hearts?  Alas,  they  did  not  expert 
iuch  feenes  as  thefe,  when  you  hung  about  them 
with  your  infant  arms  ;  when  you  anfwered  their  fond 
fmiles,  and  lifped  out  the  firft  broken  accents  of  en¬ 
dearment.  1  wonder  how  you  can  bear  the  thought  ! 
I  wonder  you  are  not  afhamed  to  be  eonverling  with 
them  daily,  and  daily  receiving  new  favours  from 

them  1 


(«}  Eccief.  vii.  3.  (It)  Job  xx\  7,1, 
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them  ;  while  you  are  behaving  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that,  the  better  they  love  you,  the  more  they  mult 
-be  afftiXcd  and  terrified  for  you.  Oh  !  that  you 
would  have  companion  on  them  !  or,  if  this  will  not 
move  you,  oh  that  you  would  have  companion  u 
yourielves  i  for  your  own  intereft  is  ft  ill  much  more 
nearly  concerned  than  theirs.  Winch  leads  me  to 
add, 


2,  We  may  farther  infer,  that  a  dreadful  counter¬ 
part  to  thofe  reflexions  will  be  the  portion  of 
the  ungodly  child. 

Alas,  tinners;  if  your  pious  parents  weep  thus,  for 
you,  how  bitterly  will  you  weep  for  yourfclv'es  !  hr- 
if  thefe  things  be  done  in  a  green  tree,  what  will  be. 
done  in  the  dry  (a)  !  if  they,  the  children  of  God, 
perhaps  even  then  under  the  fmiles  of  their  heavenly 
father,  and  in  the  near  views  of  their  own  complete 
falvation,  may  utter  their  griefs  in  fuch  melting  ac¬ 
cents,  what  agonies  will  take  hold  of  your  hearts, 
when  you  are  actually  entered  on  thofe  feats  of  hor¬ 
ror  and  defpair,  to  which  the  righteous  vengeance  of 
God  has  doomed  you  ?  It  is  impoflible  fully  to  de- 
feribe  them  ;  yet  fomething  relating  to  them  we  may 
certainly  infer  from  what  has  been  already  faid.  Give 
me  leave  to  offer  it  to  your  view,  if,  per  ad  venture, 
through  the  agency  of  divine  grace,  to  have  heard 
of  thefe  refleXions  may  be  the  happy  means  of  lead¬ 
ing-  you  to  avoid  them. 

Your  parents  may  refleX  “  on  the  difap'pointment 
u  of  their  expeXations  from  you:'"  But  oh,  how 
heavy  will  the  difappointment  of  your  own  hopes  and 
expectations  then  fit  upon  your  fouls  1  how  will  you 
then  bear  it,  finners,  when  you  fee  all  your  enjoy¬ 
ments,  and  all  your  profpeXs  blade d  in  a  moment, 
itid  irrecoverably  loft  ? 

M  2  It  . 

(<*)  Luke  xxiii.  31. 
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It  is  true,  you  are  lilting  up  your  fouls  irnt<». 
vanity  (a);  but  thefe  vanities  are  your  ail.  Yoi> 
purfue  them  with  the  utmoft  vigour  and  intenfenefs 
of  mmd,  and  have  a  great  many  fond  and  chimeri¬ 
cal  ich ernes  for  years  of  pleafure  and  haopinefs  yet 
to  come.  But  if  God  cut  you  off  in  the  prime  of 
youi  life,  a n d  in  the  very  flower  of  yqur  hopes,  in 
that  day  all  your  thoughts  will  perifh  (b).  *  And 
how  will  you  be  confounded  to  fee  all  the 'beautiful 
and  enchanted  fcenes,  that  now  charm  you  to  the 
neglect  of  God  and  religion,  vanifh  like  the  fhadowy 
glories  of  a  dream,  and  your  fouls  left  naked  and 
deftitnte  upon  an  inhofpitable  fhore,  where  in  alt 
y  om  indigence  and  diflrefs,  there  will  be  no  eye  to 
pity  yon,  no  hand  to  relieve  you  ! 

And  it  will  be  fo  much  the  more  dreadful,  as  you 
will  go  down  to  thefe  melancholy  regions  with  your 
appetites  and  your  paffions  warm  about  you,  and 
by  frequent  indulgence  {lengthened  and  inflamed  ; 

10  that,  for  want  of  their  proper  objects,  they  will 
prey,  upon  your  heart,  and  an  infatiable  third  will 
continue,  while  you  will  not  have  one  drop  of  fa- 
tisfaClion.  or  comfort.  Nay,  I  may  add,  that  as,  in 
thefe  unnpened  days,  you  have  had  little  expedience 
of  the  vanities  and  difappointments  of  life,  and  have 
entertained  a  great  many  fond  and  extravagant 
hopes  of  what  you  would  never  have  found  in  it, 
your  regret,  in  being  cut  off  from  them,  will  not  be 
in  proportion  to  what  they  really  were,  but  to  what 
your  error  and  folly  imagined  them  to  have  been. 

Your  pious  parents  will  refledt  upon  it  with  un¬ 
utterable  anginfh  !  mi  that  your  fouls  are  for  ever 

11  lofl: But  how  much  more  fenlibly  will  you  your- 
felves  fed  it  !  They,  in  their  prefent  fltuation  on. 
earth,  can  have  but  a  little  faint  and  impeded  no¬ 
tion  of  the  horrors  of  the  infernal  prilon  ;  for  to 
thole  wc  may  accommodate  the  language  of  the  apo- 

m. 


(a)  fid.  xxiv,  4, 


(i)  Phil,  cxlvi,  4, 
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/lie  on  a  very  different  occafion,  and  fay,  that  neither 
has  eye  feen  them,  nor  ear  heard  them,  nor  has  it 
entered  into  the  mod  terrified  heart  fully  to  conceive 
them  (a).  But  how  little  will  the  change  affedt  you, 
when  you  are  juft  entered  on  thofe  realms  of  woe! 
when  you  look  round  about  you,  and  think,  this  is- 
my  lalt  abode,  my  only  remaining  inheritance  ?  Alas» 
how  will  your  hearts  be  overwhelmed,  when  you 
compare  that  place  of  torment  with  all  the  cheerful4 
icenes  of  the  world  from  whence  you  came  ;  where 
you  had  been  furrounded  with  fo  many  delights ; 
where  it  had  been  your  chief  care  to  make  provifion 
for  the  belli  (b)  ;  and  where  you  had,  perhaps,  {pent 
your  days  in  mirth,  till  in  a  moment  you  went  down 
to  the  grave  (c)  !  when,  inilead  of  the  light  of  the 
fun,  you  fee  nothing  but  the  flames  of  the  divine  in¬ 
dignation  ;  when,  inilead  of  all  that  Toothed  and  re¬ 
galed  your  fenfes,  you  feel  the  never  dying  worm, 
and  exchange  the  gay  and  agreeable  companions  that 
did  iurround  you,  for  the  iociety  of  devils  and 
damned  fpirits  ! 

I  appeal  to  your  conferences  ;  can  your  hearts 
endure,  or  your  hands  be  flrong  (d),  in  fuch  a  cir¬ 
ca  m  (lance  as  this  ?  You,  that  are  fo  impatient  of 
every  little  anxiety  of  life  ;  you,  that  cannot  bear 
the  fatigues  of  duty,  nor  the  reflraints  of  religion, 
how  will  you  bear  the  agonies  of  damnation  ?  How* 
will  you  live  in  thole  doleful  regions,  where  joy  and 
cheerfulnefs  are  everlalling  Grangers,  and  nothing 
remains  but  weeping  and  wailing  and  gnalhing  of 
teeth  .0? 

Were  this  to  be  your  cafe  only  for  a  thoufandor  a 
hundred  years,  how  rniferable  would  you  be  !  but 
°h,  how  much  more  rniferable,  when  you  think, 
that  it  is  an  eveilafling  dell  ruction  J"  !  \fyhen  your 
thoughts  weary  themfelves  in  fearch  of  forne  diflant 

point. 

(  ')  I  Cor,  ii.  p.  (/-)  Rom  xiii.  14,  (c)  Job  xxi. 

Cd  Ezefc  sxii.  14.  0)  Mat,  xiii,  42,  (/)  %  Ti.cff.  u  9, 


' 
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poiiit?  where  a  glimmering  of  hope  may  break  in 
upon  you,  and  you  go  onward,  and  onward,  and 
onward  dill,  and  find  nothing  but  blacknefs  of  dark- 
nels  for  ever  ( aj  !  when  you  feel  yourfelves  plunged 
in  a  boundlefs  ocean  of  dillrefs,  without  a  bottom, 
and  without  a  fiiore  !  44  Mull  the  fmoak  of  my 
u  torments  afeend  up  for  ever  and  ever  (b)  ?  Muff 
<s  I  he  in  this  infernal  prifon,  till  I  have  paid  the  utter- 
44  moil  farthing  (c).  Surely  then  I  mud  bear  in* 
44  dignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguifh  (d), 
“  as  long  as  an  immortal  foul  can  fudain  it,  as  an 
eternal  God  can  infiitt  it.” 

It  is  almoft  infupportable,  to  think  that  this  fhould 
be  the  cafe  of  any  of  our  fellow  creatures.  How 
much  more  infupportable  mud  it  then  be,  to  feel  that 
it  is  your  own  ! 


Again,,  your  pious  parents  will  lament  44  that  all 
54  their  kind  endeavours  for  your  falvation  were  in 
44  vain  But  with  what  aggravated  forrow  and  de- 
fpair  will  you  then  reded!  on  thole  endeavours,  and 
on  all  the  other  religious  advantages  you  enjoyed  ! 

Alas”  will  yen  then  be  ready  to  lav,  44  If 
44  there  could  be  any  thought  of  comfort  in  the  midlb 
64  of  this  dark,  gloom  of  deflation  and  horror,  it 
44  would  be  to  transfer  the  blame  of  my  ruin  upon  an- 
other.  Oh  that  I  could  fay,  there  was  fome  pow- 

44  erful,  arbitrary  being,  by  whofe  irrefutable  hand, 
i(  I  was  forcibly  borne  away,  as  by  a  mighty  torrent, 

45  and  fwept  into  this  burning  gulph  !  Oh  that  I  could 
fay,  that  I  was  wicked  and  miferable  by  a  fatal  ne- 

44  ceflity  !  But  there  its  not  a  wretch,  amidd  all  the* 
44  rage  and  blafphemy  of  fuch  a  dwelling  as  this,  who 
44  can  dare  to  affert  that  to  have  been  the  cafe,  how 
44  much  lefs  then  can  1  affert  it  3 

44  When  I  look  up,”  may  you  juflly  fay,  44  when 
a  I  look  up  to  yonder  feats  of  unapproachable  glo-; 
*  *  “  ry. 


G)Jude?  ver.  14.  (i)  Rev.  xiv.  it.  (*)  Mat,  v,  adv 

(a)  Rom,  ii.  * 


'V  >  '  v 
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(<  ry,  from  whence  I  am  now  cad  out,  as  an  abomi- 
“  nable  branch  (a),  why  was  not  my  portion  there  ?' 
««  Wretch  that  I  am,  I  was  once  numbered  among 
tl  the  children  of  the  kingdom  ;  I  was  born  in  Em- 
“  manuel’s  land  ;  I  was  educated  in  a  religious  fami- 
“  ly  :  and  oh,  my  parents  and  mini  Hers  !  how  dill- 
t(  gently  did  they  inftrudt  me  !  how  awfully  did  they 
“  admonifh  me  !  how  tenderly  did  they  expoftulate 
4£  with  me  !  I  had  indeed  line  upon  line,  and  precept 
“  upon  precept  xb)  ;  and  therefore  I  have  now  ftroke 
li  upon  droke,  and  wound  upon  wound.  The  blood 
(i  of  a  Redeemer  was  once  offered  me  as  a  healing 
il  balm,  and  I  defpifed  it  ;  and  now  it  is  poured  out 
i(  as  a  burning  corrofive  on  my  bleeding  foul.  I  was 
i(  once  lifted  up  even  to  the  gates  of  heaven,  and  now 
41  I  am  cad  down  to  the  very  centre  of  hell  :  I  am 
u  now  looking  with  envy,  and  with  rage,  on  the 
“  milder  torments  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  of  Sodom  and 
“  Gomorrah  (<:).”  There,  linner,  thou  wilt  perhaps 
curfe  the  compaiiionate  heart,  which  now  is  alrnofl 
linking  under  this  neceffary  reprefentation  of  thy 
danger,  and  thofe  unavailing  tears,  which  one  or 
another  of  us  may  now  be  fhedding,  in  the  aidant 
views  of  thy  ruin. 

Yet  1  mud  add  once  more,  that  as  your  pious 
parents  will  tremble  u  at  the  view  of  meeting  you 
ts  at  the  tribunal  of  God,”  fo  the  thoughts  of  fuch 
an  interview  mud  be  infupportably  dreadful  to  you. 

If  fa  tan  now  draw  you  irom  your  allegiance  to 
God,  and  harden  your  heart  to  final  impenitency, 
being  partakers  of  his  fins,  you  will  be  partakers 
likewife  of  his  plagues  id)  and  like  him,  be  referv- 
ed  in  chains  of  darknefs  to  the  judgment  of  the  great 
day  (e).  And  how  will  your  haughty  heaits  brook 
it,  when  you  are  to  be  brought  out  to  that  judg¬ 
ment  ?  oh,  how  often  will  your  anxious,  foreboding 

tlluU  v  fits 

o 

(e)  ffa»  xbT'  T3*.  (-0  I  fa  xxviii,  10,  (c)  Mat.  xi.  21 — 24, 

(r/)  Rev,  xviii  4,  (^)  2  Pet,  ii,  4.  Jude,  ver,  6* 
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thoughts  anticipate  the  (hams  and  horror  of  that 

dreadful  day  ! 

* 

“  1  ftand  forth,”  will  you  then  fay,  I  “  mud 
uacd  forth  before  my  inexorable  judge  ;  my  fin 
and  rny  folly  mu  ft  be  publicly  proclaimed  before 
the  a  fife  m  bled  world,  and  my  parents  too  muft  be 
“  the  wkneffes  of  it.  But  oh,  how  (hall  I  be  able  to 
lift  up  my  face  before  them,  blackened  with  the 
“  marks  of  guilt  and  ddpair  1  If  I  call,  will  there  be 
44  any  to  anfwer  me  ;  or  to  which  of  the  faints  (hall  l 
then  turn  \a)  ?  bhall  I  turn  to  my  parents  and  cn* 
u  'rtem,  by  all  their  former  tendernefs  for  the 
u  children  of  their  bowels,  to  plead  with  the  judge  in 
t(  my  favour,  if,  perhaps,  they  may  mitigate  the  ri- 
u  £our  of  his  wrath  ?  Alas,  I  know  him,  and  myfelf, 
tc  and  them  too  well,  to  expedt  any  fuch  attempt,  or 
u  to  afk  any  fuch  favour.  Will  they  not  rather  (land 
“  up  as  fwift  witneffes  againft  me  (/)),  and  call  for  an 
44  increafe  of  wrath  on  my  guilty  head  ?  Will  not  all 
“  the  ir  former  tendernefs  be  turned  into  ftern  and 
awful.  feverity  ?  Will  they  not  upbraid  me  with 
(i  their  inftrudions,  their  reproofs,  their  prayers,  and 
“  their  tears ;  and  applaud  the  triumphs  of  the  di- 


**  vine  vengeance,  in  the  condemnation  of  fo  wick- 
ct  ed.  of  fo  incorrigible  a  creature  ?” — With  thefe. 
avvlul  remonflrances  I  difmifs  you,  and  conclude  with 
a  refle&ion  of  a  more  comfortable  nature. 


3.  From  this  furvey  of  the  reflections  of  a  pious 
parent  on  the  death  of  a  wicked  child,  we  may 
ceitainly  infer,  that  the  parents  of  religious 
children  have  abundant  reafon  of  thankfulnefs. 

They  have  reafon  of  thankfulnefs,  both  as  they 
are  free  from  fuch  melancholy  reflections  and  appre- 
henfions  ;  and  as  a  foundation  is  laid  of  other  views* 
as  full  of  cheerfulnefs  and  joy,  as  thefe  are  of  ter¬ 
ror  and  diftrefs.  My  brethren,  I  congratulate  the 

happinef& 

(a)  Job.  v.  I.  (/>)  Mai.  iii.  5. 
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happinefs  of  thofe  of  you,  who  can  fay,  through 
grace,  that  God  has  eft  abli  died  his  covenant  with 
you,  and  with  your  feed  after  you,  for  an  everlaft- 
ing  covenant,  to  be  a  God  unto  you,  and  unto  them 
( a ).  ft  is  the  joy  of  my  heart,  to  think  how  much 
it  muft  be  the  joy  of  yours,  to  fee  your  children 
walking  in  the  truth  (b)  ;  and  to  fee  them  flourilhing 
in  the  courts  of  your  God  (c),  as  well  as  growing 
like  olive  plants  round  your  own  tables  ( dj  ;  to  fee, 
that  they  have  not  only  efcapcd  the  groffer  corrupti¬ 
ons,  which  are  in  the  world  through  luft  (e),  but 
fubferibe  with  their  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  fur- 
name  themfelves  by  the  name  of  Ifrael,  his  people 
(/).  With  what  fweet  tranquility  may  you  look  for¬ 
ward  to  all  the  uncertainties  of  life  and  death,  for 
yourfelves  and  for  your  children,  while  you  have 
’fuch  a  joyful  perfuafion,  that  you  leave  them  in  the 
hand  of  your  father,  and  of  their  father,  of  your 
God,  and  of  their  God  (g)  ! 

And  give  me  leave,  on  fo  natural  an  occafion, 
to  addrefs  myfelf  to  you,  my  dear  friends,  from 
whom  the  great  fovereign  of  life  has  been  pleafed  to 
-take  away  pious  and  promising  children,  by  (what 
we  are  apt  erroneoufly  to  call)  an  immature  death. 
You  are  ready  to  fay,  with  a  peculiar  accent,  that 
you  are  the  perfons  that  have  feen  aflliflion  (/;). 
The  images  of  thofe  lovely  creatures  rife  in  your 
memory  on  fuch  a  hint  as  this,  and  croud  into  your 
minds  afrefh.  Y©u  faw  them  growing  up,  and  flour- 
ifhing  under  your  care;  and  growing  up,  perhaps, 
to  ripenefs  of  years,  and  flouridling  in  dome  remark¬ 
able  degrees  of  knowledge  and  of  grace.  And  you 
fondly  promifed  yourfelves,  from  what  you  faw  in 
them,  that  they  would  not  only  have  been  the  com¬ 
fort  and  delight  of  your  declining,  broken  age,  but 
the  fupport  and  honour  of  the  church,  when  you 

were 

(*)  °en-  xvii-  7*  C)  2  John  ver.  4.  (*)  Pfal.  xcii.  1,  3, 

(d)  Piah  cxxviii.  3.  (,)  %  pCf.  i.  4.  (/)  xliv.  5. 

(?)  J°hn  j:x,  17.  {b)  Lam,  iii.  1. 
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were  here  no  more :  and  now  all  thefe  pleafing  pro- 

lpefts  are  vanished,  all  thefe  important  hopes  are  buri- 
ed  with  their  dear  duft. 

Nay,  perhaps,  God  hath,  in  this  refpeft,  broken 
yon  with  breach  upon  breach  (a.>,  has  taken  away 
one  denrable  branch  of  your  family  after  another, 
till  all  the  branches  are  lopped  off.  and  you  Hand, 
like  the  naked  trunks  of  trees  which  were  once  dif- 
fufing  a  thick  and  extenfive  ffiade.  Yes,  I  am  ware, 
there  are  fomc  of  you,  that  know  the  peculiar  agony, 
(to  all  but  iuch  as  yourfelves  probably  unknown),  of 
following  your  laft  child  to"  the  grave.  I  fear,  I 
come  too  near  you,  and  that  iome  of  your  wounds 
are  bleeding  anew.  Would  the  balm  of  fympathetic 
tears  adminifter  any  relief  to  them,  how  eafy  would 
it  be  to  poui  it  out  in  abundance  !  but,  in  a  cafe 

like  yours,  there  is  a  much  more  efficacious  and  fove- 
reign  relief. 

I  am  fpeaking  to  chrifiians.  You  fometimes  plead 
the  indications  of  wifdom  and  piety,  which  you 
difeerned  in  your  children  as  an  aggravation  of  your 
101  row  for  the  lofs  of  them  ;  and  I  acknowledge,  in 
one  view,  they  are  indeed  fo  :  but  in  another  view, 
how  greatly  do  they  extenuate  it  ! 

/ou  faw  them,  it  may  be,  when  they  were  un¬ 
der  a  languishing  diftemper,  for  fome  time,  as  it 
were,  daily  dying  before  your  eyes  :  but  did  you  not 
like  wife  lee  the  divine  rod*  and  flafF  comforting  them 
(b)  !  It  may  be,  fometimes  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  you 
regretted  not  fo  much,  that  they  were  going  off  the 
hage,  as  that  you  were  not  accompanying  them  in 
the  fame  way,  and  with  the  fame  fpirit.  You  heard 
their  expiring  groans,  but  did  you  not  alfo  hear 
fome  fongs  of  praife  mingled  with  them  ?  perhaps, 
you  heard  them  ttrengthening  their  feeble  voices,  and 
lummoning  up  all  their  little  remainder  of  fphits,  to 
fay,  as  from  their  very  foul,  my  fie fh  and  my  heart 
faileth,  but  God  is  the  flrength  of  my  heart,  and  my 

portion 

(</)  Job  xvi.  14, 


('')  Phil,  xxiii,  4. 
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portion  for  ever  (a)*.  And  does  the  recollection 
afford  you  no  pleafure  ?  or  does  your  pleafure  termi¬ 
nate  even  here  ! 

Your  dear  children  are  now  dead  to  you  ;  but 
do  you  not  believe,  that  they  live  to  God  (£),  and 
live  with  him  ?  Wbat  if  they  had  been  (till  continued 
on  earth,  anfwering  all  your  fchemes,  and  poffeffiog 
all  that  you  intended  or  defired  for  them  ?  How  low 
bad  thofe  fervices  been,  and  how  worthlefs  thofe  pof- 
fefiions,  in  coraparifon  to  the  fervices  which  they 
now  render,  with  the  riches  and  glory  which  they 
now  inherit  J 

•Methinks  it  fhould  be,  and  furely,  chriftians,  it 
fometimes  is,  matter  of  rejoicing  to  you,  to  reflect, 
that  the  defolation  of  your  houfes  is,  in  feme  degree, 
the  profperity  and  joy  of  that  celeilial  fociety,  to 
which  you  are  more  intimately  allied,  than  to  any 
thing  here  :  to  think,  that  your  families  fhould  have 
been  nurferies  for  heaven,  and  that  God  fhould  have 
honoured  you  fo  far,  as  already  to  have  taken  fome 
of  your  children  to  minifter  around  the  throne  of  his 
glory,  and  fo  to  be  the  affociates  of  angels  in  their 
bigheft  honour  and  joy. 

And  is  it  not  moft  delightful  to  think  of  meeting 
them  again  ?  Had  they  frill  furvived,  the  thoughts 
of  leaving  them  might  have  (harpened  the  pangs  of  dif- 
folving  nature,  which  now  the  remembrance  of  them 
may  moderate.  You  had  left  them  in  an  infnaring, 
calamitous  world  ;  perhaps,  fome  of  you  had  left  them 
jn  circumftances  of  difficulty  and  diftrefs.  But  now 
all  thofe  apprehenfions  are  over  ;  and  what  would 
otherwife  have  been  the  ftroke  of  painful  feparation, 

N  will 

(a)  Pfal.  ixxiii.  26. 

*  Some,  into  whofe  hands  thefe  difeourfes  will  probably 
fall,  know  that  thefe  were  not  imaginary  circumftances;  and 
cannot  but  remember,  they  have  fince  attended  the  death  of 
fome  of  thofe  young  perfons  to  whom  this  ferinon  was  fiift 
preached, 

GO  Luke  xx,  38, 


m  Reflections  of  a  pious  Rare nt 

wm  now  be  the  means  of  ending  your  reparation,  and 
bringing  you,  once  for  all,  to  the  embraces  of  each 
other.  And  oh  with  what  mutual  congratulations 
will  the  converfe  be  renewed;  with  what  delightful 
overflow, ngs  of  parental  complacency  on  one  fide, 
and  of  filial  gratitude  on  the  other  !  how  thankful¬ 
ly  will  they  for  ever  acknowledge  your  pious  cares 
and  early  inftruaions,  to  which  perhaps,  under  God-, 
they  owe  their  flrft  religious  imprefiions,  and,  in  fome 
aenle,  even  their  prefent  glories  !  and  in  the  great  day 
of  the  Lord,  with  what  unutterable  tranfports  of  holy 
joy  will  youfland  forth,  and  fay  at  once,  in  the  mod 
-literal  and  the  mod  fublime  fenfe,  Here  are  We,  and 
the  children  that  our  God  hath  gracioufly  given  us 

ia)  ! 

Surely,  when  . you  think  of  thefe  things,  your  joy's 
Iiiay  abundantly  counterbalance  your  forrows  :  and 
I  appeal  to  your  own  hearts,  even  in  the  midft  of  all 
this  tender  di  it  refs,  whether  fuch  a  circumdance  as 
yours,  fuppoflng  it  ever  io  aggravated,  be  not  much 
more  toleiable,  than  that,  -which  we  have  been.de*1 
feribing  ;  of  a  pious  parent  bewailing  the  death  of  a 
wicked  child,  or  even  looking  upon  him  in  life  and 
health  under  the  tyranny  of  Satan,  and  of  fin,  and 
in  the  probable  way  to  everJadingmifery. 

And  thus  I  have  finilhed  my  meditations  on  this 
pathetic  and  important  fubjedt  Let  me  conclude 
with  my  mod  affedtionate  prayers  to  the  God  and 
father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrid,  the  father  of  mer¬ 
cies  (£),  for  all  of  you  to  whom  the  difeourfe  has 
-  been  addreded. 

May  young  ones  be  brought,  by  the  bleded  fpi- 
rit  of  God,  to  know,  in  this  their  day,  the  things 
that  belong  to  their  eternal  peace  (c)  ;  that  they 
may  apply  to  Chrid  for  life  and  falvation,  and  join 
iihemfelves,  to  .the  Lord  in  an  everlading  covenant 

there 

(a)  Htb.  ii.  13.  Gen,  xxxiii.  5,  (b)  %  Co r,  u  3* 

(*)  Luke  jdx,  4$, 
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{a)  !  there  all  our  applications  to  you  center  ;  there 
may  all  yom  attendances  on  our  miniftrations  iffue  ! 

May  thofe,  who  have  been  effectually  taught  this 
leffon,  who*  are  the  joy  of  parents  and  minifters,  ancL 
the  hopes  of  the  church,  as  to  the  rifmg  age,  be 
very  deeply  fenfible  of  the  diftinguifhing  grace  of  God 
to  them  !  may  they  be  fpaved  to  rife  up  in  the  Head 
of  their  parents  !  and  may  they  labour  with  great 
fuccefs,  to  fpread  a  fpirit  of  ferioufnefs  amongft  their 
companions,  and  to  maintain  it  continually  in  their 
own  fouls ! 

May  the  pious  parents  of  pious  children  be  fuit> 
ably  affected  with  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  them, 
and  theiisl  and  may  the  parents  of  others  be  ftir- 
red  up,  as  they  value  the  fouls  of  their  children, 
and  their  own  comfort  and  repofe,  to  renew  thofe 
attempts  which  have  hitherto  proved  unfuccefsful, 
and  to  exert  the  moll  vigorous  efforts,  for  plucking 
the  unhappy  creatures,  as  brands  out  of  the  bump¬ 
ing  [b'j  ! 

In  a  word,  may  divine  grace  fo  co-operate  with 
all,  that  all  of  you,  according  to  your  different  re¬ 
lations  and  characters,  may  have  reafon  to  blefs 
God  for  thofe  awful  thoughts  which  I  have  now 
been  laying  before  you;  that  fuch  cutting  reflec¬ 
tions,  as  I  have  fo  largely  deferibed,  under  the  for¬ 
mer  heads,  may  never  be  known  by  one  parent  or 
one  child  in  the  affembly,  otherwife  than  by  deferip- 
tion,  by  imagination,  by  reafon  and  by  faith  !  never 
may  they  be  known  by  heait- rending  and  over¬ 
whelming  experience  !  on  the  contrary,  may  pa¬ 
rents  and  children  be  mutually  growing  joys  and 
comforts  to  each  other,,  in  life  and  in  death,  at  your 
appearance  before  the  folemn  tribunal  of  Chrift,  and 
throughout  all  the  ages  of  a  glorious  eternity  ! 
Amen. 

SERMON 

•00  Jer*  h  5.  (*)  Amos  ir.  lx.  Zech,  iii.  2# 
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Rejoice ,  0  you  fig  man ,  in  thy  youth ,  and  let  thine 
heart  cheer  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth ;  and 
•walk  in  the  ways  of  thine  hearty  and  in  the  Jjgki 
of  thine  eyes  :  but  know  thouy  that  for  all  thefe 
things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment . 

MY  dear  young  friends,  if  it  were  pofiible  for 
me,  while  I  am  fpcaking,  to  lay  open  my 
whole  heart  before  you,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  you 
ihonld  be  witneffes  to  every  fecret  fentiment  of  it 
with  regard  to  you,  I  fhould  do  it  with  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure.  You  would  fee  a  tenderer  concern  for 
your  prefent  and  everlafting  welfare  than  words  can 
exprefs,  and  a  proportionable  defire  of  approving  my- 
felf  your  faithful  fervant  for  Jefus’  fake  {a).  I  know 
not  how  far  you  may  have  confidered  what  I  have 
largely  laid  before  you,  concerning  the  importance 
of  the  riling  generation  *  ;  but  I  am  fo  thoroughly 
convinced  of  this  importance,  and  fo  imprefied  with 
the  conviction  of  it,  that  there  is  no  part  of  my  pub= 

'  lie 


(«)  Cor.  ii.  4,  5.  *  Sermon  I. 
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lie  work,  to  which  I  arife  with  a  greater  folicitude 
about  the  fuccefs,  than  1  feel  when  1  am  thus  parti¬ 
cularly  applying  to  you  ;  and  there  are  no  prayers 
which  I  offer  to  God  with  greater  earneftnefs.,  than 
that  I  may  have  the  joy  to  fee  you  walking  in  the 
truth  (a),  a  feed  to  ferve  the  Lord,  which  fhall  be 
accounted  to  him  for  a  generation  ( b ). 

This  is  what  I  wifh,  and  pray,  with  regard  to  all 
of  you.  It  is  with  inexpreflible  pleafure  that  I  fee 
fo  evidently,  as  to  many,  that  my  prayers  and  my* 
labours  are  not  in  vain.  Many  of  you  are.  my  joy 
now,  and  I  truft,  through  divine  grace,  will  be  my 
crown,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  Jelus  Chrift.  ae 
his  coining  (r).  But  would  to  God  there  were  none 
of  whom  I  had  occafion  to  fay.  I  hand  in  doubt  of 
you  [d)  !  would  to  God,  I  could  fee  that  ipint  of 
ferious  piety  univerfally  prevailing  amonglt  you,  which, 
wherever  it  doth  prevail  in  young  ones,  is  fuch  a  to¬ 
ken  of  good  to  themfelves,  to  their  friends,-  and  to 
the  church  of  Chriil ! 

Where  it  is  ctherwife,  I  look  upon  you  witn  com¬ 
panion  and  forrow  ;  but,  bleffed  be  God,  not  with, 
defpair.  I  am  not  without  hope,  that  God  hath 
purpofes  of  love  and  grace  to  ferve  on  many  of  you  ; 
especially  thoie  who  have  been  the  hearers  of  fo  ma¬ 
ny  good  in  ft  ructions,  and  fo  many  prayers  as  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  many  of  you  are  ;  and  who  can  tell, 
but  this  is  the  day,  and  this  the  ordinance,  in  which 
thefe  gracious  purpofes  are  to  take  place  ! 

I  know  that  the  firfl  ftep  to  your  fafety  is  a 
fenfe  of  your  danger.  We  live  in  a  world  fo  full  of 
fnares,  that  the  righteous  fcarcely  are  faved  \  e)  ;  and 
yet  I  fear,  fome  of  you  have  very  little  apprehenfion 
of  this  danger,  very  little  concern  about  the  whole 
armour  of  God  (/),  fo  neceflary  to  preferve  you  front 
it.  And,  therefore,  not  to  give  you  any  vain  and 
groundlcfs  alarm,  but  to  produce,  if  poffible,  that 

N  z  holy. 

G)  3  John  ver.  4.  (/;)  Pfal.  xxii.  30.  (c)  1  Theif.  ii,  19, 

{d)  G-alt  lv.  W  I  Pei,  iv,  18,  (/)  Eph*  vi»  11., 
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h°\  caution  and  Solicitude  of  foul,  which  may  be 
t  it  nappy  means  of  your  fecurity  and  prefei  vation,  I 
am  now  fetting  myfclf  to  difcourfe  on  fome  of  the 
inoit  awful  words  which  are  any  where  in  the  whole 
nook  of  God,  addrelfed  to  perfons  of  your  aoe.  I 
iiope  you  will  liften  to  them,  and  that  God  will  make 
them  as  a.  kind  of  folemn  trumpet,  whereby  thofe 
that  ate  fpiritually  dead  may  be  awakened;  fo  awa¬ 
kened,  as  that  the  other  trumpet  to  which  they  re- 
icr,  and  which  will  furely  awaken  your  deeping  duft, 

.  may  be  heard,  not  with  forrow,  but  with  delight. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  Solomon  had  a  great  regard 
to  young  people  in  his  writings;  and  it  is  an  evidence 
of  his  wifdom  that  he  had  fo,  for  youth  is  the  age  of 
difcipline..  He  therefore  gives  them  line  upon  line,, 
and  precept  upon  precept.  Sometimes  he  fooths,  and 
fometimes  he  rebukes ;  fometimes  he  befeeches  them 
with  paternal  tendernefs,  and  fometimes  perfuades 
them,  as  knowing  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  (a) ;  and 
faves  them  as  with  fear,  plucking  them  out  of  the 
liie  (  b  And  this  he  doth  in  the  words  I  have  now 
been  reading ;  Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy  youth, 
and  let  thine  heart  cheer- thee  in  the  days  of  thy.  youth  ; 
and-walk  in  the  ways  of  thine  heart,  and  in  the  fight 
of  thine  eyes.  But  know  thou,  that  for  all  thefe  things 
God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment. 

It  will  be  my  bufinefs — to  explain,  and — to  inforce 
the  caution;  and  then — to  conclude  with  fome  reflec¬ 
tions  upon  it.  May  the  plain,  but  awful  things  I  am 
to  deliver,  be,  as  the  words  of  the  wife  are,  like 
goads,  to  pierce  and  roufe  your  minds,  and  like  nails 
faitened  in  a  fure  place  by  the  fkilful  mafter  of  affem- 
blies  c  ,  which  being  given  out  from  the  one  great 
fhepherd,  are  (ucceeded  by  his  grace,  and  improved 
to  his  glory  ! 

I.  i  .am  to  explain  the  words  I  have  been  read-, 
ing. 

And 

(a)  Z  Car.  v.  II.  Cl)  Jude,  ver.  23,  (r)  Ecclef.  xii.  IU 

Ifa.  xxii.  23. 
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And,  in  order  to  fix  the  fenfe  of  them,  I  fhali 
only  obferve,  that  fome  underftand  them  as  intimat¬ 
ing  Solomon’s  readinefs  to  allow  young  people  in  the 
innocent  pleafures  and  gaieties  of  life  ;  whilll  others 
interpret  the  whole  as  a  foie mn  and  a  lively  warning 
of  the  great  danger  they  were  in,  of  running  into 
the  mod  fatal  excefs.  I  (hall  in  a  few  words  give 
you  my  reafons,  both  why  I  mention  the  former^ 
^nd  why  I  prefer  the  latter  of  thele  fenfes. 

i.  Some  underhand  thefe  words  as  an  intimation 
of  Solomon’s  readinefs  to  indulge  young  people 
in  all  the  innocent  entertainments  of  life. 

They  paraphrafe  the  words  in  a  foft  and  eafy  man¬ 
ner,  as  if  he  had  faid,  “  Do  not  imagine,  O  young 
“  man,  that  I  give  thee  leffons  of  morality  and  pie- 

ty  in  a  gloomy  humour,  or  with  any  rigorous  and 
i{  unkind  defign.  Far  from  defiring  to  lay  thee  un- 
il  der  any  unneceffary  reflraint,  I  lather  exhort  thee 
ii  to  rejoice  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  thofe  bed 
t{  days  in  which  the  fpirits  are  briflc  and  lively,  and  all 
“  the  powers  of  nature  in  their  moil  vigorous  hate* 

Let  thine  heart  then  cheer  thee  :  Wear  an  habitu- 
“  al  fmile  upon  thy  countenance,  and  indulge  that 
“  gaiety  which  is  fo  natural  to  the  fpring-feafon  of 
u  life ;  fo  natural,  and  indeed  fo  decent.  Walk  in 
“  the  ways  of  thine  heart,  and  in  the  fight  of  thine 
**  eyes.  Seek  out  every  innocent  object  of  amufe- 
“  ment :  gratify  thy  genius,  thy  temper,  thy  relifh* 
u  in  all  the  particularities  of  it ;  provided  only  that 
t(  thou  doff  dill  remember  thy  future  account,  aC- 
“  knowledging  God  in  thy  ways,  and  guarding 
u  againfl  every  abufe  of  his  gpodnefs,  every  thing 
“  that  would  on  the  whole  be  offenfive  to  him,  and 
c 1  detrimental  to  thyfelf.” 

My  brethren,  I  readily  own,  that  there  is  not  much 
in  this  paraphrafe  of  the  words  which  is  unbecoming 
the  piety  and  wifdom  of  the  author  To  be  devout* 
and  to  be  melancholy,  are  very  different  things  j  and 
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the  greateft  enemies  of  religion  could  not  call  it  by 
,a  more  invidious  and  unjuft  name,  than  a  walking 
mournfully  before  the  Lord  of  hods  (a\  Inftead, 
therefore,  of  diftuading  you  from  a  life  of  true  plea- 
fure,  I  would  rather  diredl  you  to  it,  and  only  urge 
you  to  defpife  that  which  is  vifionary  and  mean,  to 
lecure  that  which  is  folid  and  noble;  in  a  word,  to 
decline  no  delights  which  will  not  interfere  with 
others  much  more  valuable,  none  which  will  be  min¬ 
gled  with  regret,  or  followed  by  a  lafting  anguifh,  a 
tnouiand  times  more  than  an  equivalent  for  them. 
And  to  far  as  thefe  precautions  will  admit,  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  even  in  this  fenfe,  Rejoice,  O  young 
man,  in  thy  youth,  and  let  thy  heart  cheer  thee  in 
the  days  of  thy  youth.  Neverthelefs  I  am  well  per- 
fuaded  this  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  the  original  fenfe 
of  the  words ;  and  therefore  add, 

2.  They  are  rather  to  be  underdood,  as  an  awful 
and  lively  caution  to  young  perfons,  to  be  upon 
their  guard  againft  thofe  gratifications  wherehy 
confcience  might  be  wounded,  and  God  difho- 
n cured. 


I  fuppofe,  with  the  general  dream  of  commenta¬ 
tors,  that  the  words  are  an  ironical  way  of  exprelf- 
ing,  in  a  pointed  and  lively  manner,  the  very  con¬ 
trary  to  what  they  feem  literally  to  fpeak  :  like  that 
.  fpeech  of  Elijah  concerning  Baal,  when  he  faid,  Cry 
aloud,  for  he  is  a  God  (b)  ;  or  that  of  Micaiah  Co 
Ahab,  Go  up  to  Ramoth-Gilead,  and  profper  (e)  ; 
or  that  of  our  Lord  to  his  difcipl.es,  Sleep  on  now, 
and  take  your  reft  [d) :  to  which,  I  fuppofe,  we  may 
add  that  faying  of  God  concerning  Adam  after  his 
fall,  Behold,  the  man  is  become  as  one  of  us,  to 
know  good  and  evil  (e).  Thus  do  thefe  words  mod: 
itrongfy  forbid  what  they  feem  to  allow,  and  are  as 
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If  he  had  faid,  “  Thou  poor,  though  tlefs  creature, 
a  who,  in  this  giddy  intoxication  of  youth,  art  io 
a  madly  bent  upon  fenfual  pleafure,  take  thy  fdi  of 
«  it,  and  withhold  not  thine  heart  from  any  joy. 
a  Follow  all  the  moll  impetuous  appetites  of  nature, 
u  and  wantonly  bound  over  every  reflraint  of  reafon 
u  and  piety,  trample  on  the  admonition  of  all  thy 
“  teachers,  {hake  off  the  fetters  of  a  ft  rid  education, 

<*  and  burft  the  bonds  of  religion,  like  threads  of  flax 
«*  when  they  are  touched  by  the  flame.  But  think 
“  not,  oh  linner,  that  thou  {halt  always  carry  it  off 
with  that  haughty  triumph  ;  know,  that  as  thou 
“  haft  thy  day,  God  will  alfo  have  his;  a  day  of 
<«  drift  account,  and  of  ample  recompence.  Know, 
«<  that  for  all  thefe  things,  God  will  bring  thee  into 
<<  judgment ;  and  if  thou  canft  find  out  no  expedi¬ 
te  ent,  to  conceal  thee  from  an  all-feeing  eye,  or  to 
il  defend  thee  from  an  omnipotent  hand,  a  deluge  of 
‘f  wrath  will  bear  thee  away  to  everlafting  deftruc- 
“  tion.  Dearly  fnalt  thou  then  pay  for  every  pre- 
«  fent  indulgence,  and  every  fweet  morfel  {hall  then 
«  be  turned  bitter,  and  be  as  the  gall  of  afps,  with- 

“  in  thee,”  *  #  . 

This,  I  fay,  appears  to  be  the  evident  meaning  of 
thefe  words.  And  that  for  this  plain  reafon  ;  that 
fome  of  the  phrafes  made  ufe  of.  are  fuch  as  are  ne¬ 
ver  taken  in  a  good  fenfe,  and  therefore  cannot  ad¬ 
mit  the  former  interpretation.  Solomon  doth  indeed 
exhort  his  readers  to  eat  and  drink,  and  enjoy  the 
good  of  their  labours ;  but  where  can  you  find  him, 
or  any  other  facred  writer,  exhorting  or  allowing 
men  to  walk  in  the  way  of  their  heart,  and  in  the 
fight  of  their  eyes  ?  I  am  fure,  that  phrafe  general¬ 
ly  lignifies  an  indulgence  to  the  irregularities  of  ap¬ 
petite  and  paflion,  in  the  negleft  of  reafon  and  of 
feripture.  Thus  the  lfraelites  are  charged  to  wear 
fringes  on  their  garments  a  y  that  they  might  re¬ 
member  all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  and  do 
them  j  and  might  not  feek  after  their  own  heart,  and 

their 
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their  own  eyes;  that  is  (as  it  follows),  that  they 
rmght  not  go  a  whoring  from  God  after  thofe  gay 

whllJ TnTu  ,d1*Tt  ?hkh  r^aled  the  ^ 

jf ‘  t.  'Cy  debauched  the  foul.  And  thus  the  wicked 

ft,  f-u’  Wh°m  ^od  woul4  feparate  to  evil  out  of  all 
the  tribes,  is  reprefented  as  vainly  and  arrogantly 

faymg  (a),  I  (hall  have  peace,  though  I  walk  in  the 
imagination  or  mine  heart;  (that  is,  as  it  follows) 
to  add  drunkennefs  to  third,  or  one  riot  to  another. 
And  once  more  ;  to  judge  after  the  fight  of  the 
eyes  t),  is  a  proverbial  expreffion,  to  fignify  partial 
and  corrupt  judgment.  We  have  no  reafon  therefore 
to  imagine,  that  Solomon  would  vary  the  fignification 
oi  a  phrafe  already  fo  exprefsly  fixed  in  fome  oc  the 
lacred  writings,  which  he  was  himfelf  obliged  not  on- 
ly  to  read,  but  to  tranferibe  (c),  as  he  undoubtedly 
did  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  ;  where  he  had  alfo 
iead^  it  again  and  again,  that  the  imagination  of 
aian  heart  is  only  evil  from  his  youth  (d)  ;  and  he 
had  himfelf  elsewhere  faid,  that  foolifhnefs  is  fo  clofe- 
ly  bound  up  in  the  heart  of  a  child,  that  not  only 
words  of  admonition,  but  the  rod  of  correaion  is 
neccfifary  to  drive  it  away  ( e ).  To  ihefe  general  re-, 
niaiks  on  the  ufual  fignification  of-  the  phrafes  oc» 
curing  here,  we  may  alfo  farther  add,  that  the  con¬ 
nexion  of  thefe  words  would  lead  us  to  underftand 
them  as  an  ironical  rather  than  a  ferious  conccffion, 
fince  they  conclude  with  what  feems  a  very  awful  me¬ 
nace.  .  But  know  thou,  that  for  all  thefe  things  God 
wall  bring  thee  into  judgment :  as  if  he  fhould  have 
faid,  “  Allure  thyfelf  thou  tnuft  anfwer  for  all.’/ 
Which  fenfe  is  farther  illuflrated  by  what  follows  in 
the  lafi:  verfe  of  this,  and  the  firlt  of  the  next  chap¬ 
ter  [which  are  very  unhappily  divided  from  each 
other,  as  feveral  pad'ages,  which  have  a  very  clofe  and 
neceifary  connexion  ;]  Therefore  remove  forrow  from 
thy  heart  (i.  e.  the  regret  which  would  follow  thefe 

fenfual 
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fenfual  indulgences,  if  thou  walk  in  the  way  of  it) 
and  put  away  evil  from  thy  flefh  (i.  e.  thofe  carnal 
pleafures  which  religion  forbids,  or  thofe  punifhments 
they  would  certainly  draw  down  upon  thee;)  for 
childhood  and  youth  are  vanity ;  and  remember  now 
thy  creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth  (a)9  inftead  of 
facrificing  them  to  vanity  and  folly-  You  eafily  fee 
there  is  a  beautiful  and  lively  opposition  between  the 
feverai  parts  of  the  period  on  this  interpretation, 
which  on  the  other  muft  be  much  injured,  if  not  en¬ 
tirely  deftroyed 

I  would  farther  obferve,  that  the  judgment,  to 
which  Solomon  here  refers,  muft  undoubtedly  be  that 
of  a  future  ftate ;  fince  he  had  expreftly  afferted 
above,  that  here  all  things  come  alike  to  all;  and 
no  man  knoweth  either  love  or  hatred  (i.  e.  the  fa¬ 
vour  or  difpleafure  of  the  Divine  Being)  by  all  that 
is*  before  them  (£).  That  there  is  a  wicked  man  to 
whom  it  happeneth  according  to  the  event  of  the 
righteous ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  many  a  righteous 
man  to  whom  it  happeneth  according  to  the  event 
of  the  wicked  (c),  i.  e.  that  very  bad  men  often  pro¬ 
long  their  lives  through  a  long  feries  of  profperity, 
-while  good  men  are  cut  off  by  an  untimely  ftrpke, 
or  linger  out  their  days  in  a  painful  fuccefiion  of  for- 
rows.  This  led  him  to  conclude,  Surely  God  will 
udge  the. righteous  and  the  wicked  (d)  ;  which  in 
many  of  thefe  cafes  could  only  be  done  in  fome  invi¬ 
sible  ftate,  to  which  both  fhould  be  referved.  And 
of  this  judgment  he  folemnly  warns  the  young  finner, 
as  a  moft  powerful  antidote  again  ft  the  baits  of  fenfu- 
ality ;  as  an  awful  thought,  which  might  fix  the  moft; 
roving  eye,  and  be  a  means  of  reducing  the  moft 

ungoverned  heart  to  the  difcipline  of'  wifdom  and 
piety. 

As  I  conclude  that  this  f enfe  of  the  words  is  now 
furaciently  illuftiated  and  efiabliOied,  I  proceed- 

II.  To 

M  Ecclef,  xi.  10.  xii.  I,  (b)  Ecclef.  ix.  l,  a.  M  chap,  via, 
I4»  vii#  15.  (rf)  chap,  iii,  17, 
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.  T°  inforce  the  admonition  by  fuch  confidera- 
tions,  as  are  exprefsly  fuggelled  in  the  text,  or  mav 
naturally  arife  from  it.  7 

*-  .  ■  ■» 

I  importunately  beg  your  ferious  attention  :  for  I 
lay  not  thefe  things,  either  to  grieve,  or  to  fhame 
you,  but  as  my  beloved  brethren  and  children,  I  warn 
•  (a)*  And  here  let  me  prevail  upon  you  to  con- 

iider,  the  depravation  and  corruption  of  your  own 
hearts,  the  many  delufive  charms  which  are  continu¬ 
ally  offering  themfelves  to  your  eyes  Confider,  that 
the  bleffed  God  is  now  the  Ipeftator  of  your  con- 
duft,  that  he  yvill  certainly  bring  you  to  an  account 
for  it,  an  account  which  will  be  inexpreflibly  drift 
and  awful.  Thefe  are  the  arguments,  which  I  fhall 
more  largely  inforce ;  and  if  they  make  no  deep  im- 
prefiions  on  your  mind,  there  is  the  utmoft  reafon  to 
fear,  that  you  will  go  on  hardened  in  your  evil 
ways,  till  you  aftually  come  to  that  tribunal  which 
you  now  forget  or  defpife. 

3.  Think  of  the  depravation  and  corruption  of 
your  own  hearts,  to  deter  you  from  walking  in 
the  ways  of  them. 

The  heart  of  man  is  deferibed  by  that  God,  who 
alone  perfectly  knows  it,  as  deceitful  above  all  things, 
and  defperately  wicked  (/>).  The  imagination  of  it 
is,  by  him,  faid  to  be  only  evil,  and  that  continual¬ 
ly  (r).  It  is  a  very  lad  truth,  though,  perhaps,  you 
have  never  ferioufly  confidered  it,  that  a  degenerate 
and  corrupted  nature  is  conveyed  down  from  one 
generation  of  men  to  another,  fo  as  ftill  to  leave 
room— -for  that  expoftulation  of  Job,  What  is  man 
that  he  fhould  be  pure,  and  how  can  he  be  clean  that  is 
born  of  a  woman  (J)  !  —  for  that  confeflion  of  David, 
Behold,  I  was  fhapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  (in  did  my 
mother  conceive  me  !  for  that  declaration  of  the 

apodle, 

(«)  I  Cor.  iv.  14.  (7>)  Jer.  xvii.  9.  (c)  Gen.  vi.  5.  (^)  Job 
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ApodJe,  whether  In  his  own  name,  or  that  of  another, 
In  me,  that  is,  in  my  fldh,  there  dwellcth  no  good 
thing  (<2).  If  you  know  net  the  plague  ot  your 
own  heart  (b),  it  is  a  plain  argument  that  you  know 
Ifittle  of  God,  or  yourfelvcj ,  and  you  had  need  he 
Terioufly  reminded  of  it,  left,  with  Solomon’s  fool, 
you  Ihould  truft  it  (c),  and  the  blind  lead  the  blind, 
till  you  fall  into  the  pit  of  deitruaion  id). 

Do  you  not  know  the  degeneracy  and  corruption 
of  your  own  hearts  ?  I  befeeoh  you  to  review  what 
nas  pa  (Ted  there  :  think  of  the  advantages  vvliicn  you 
have  enjoyed  for  knowing  and  ferving  God  ;  of  all 
the  mercies  you  have  received,  of  all  the  inftruaions 
you  have  heard,  of  all  the  convidions  you  have  fume- 
times  felt,  ana  of  all  the  good  refolutions  you  have 
probably  formed  in  conference  of  them.  And  then 
tuinis.,  how  little  all  this  hath  produced,  how  you 
have  forgotten  God,  days  and  times  without  num- 
ber.(G,  and  ftarted  back  from  him  like  a  deceitful 
bow  ,/)  ;  how  you  have  been  delivered  over,  in  a 
fojlifh  circle,  from  one  vanity  to  another,  wearied 
with  the  purfuit  of  trifles,  and  yet  riling,  after  a  lit¬ 
tle  refpite,  to  purfue  them  again.  Think,  my  friends, 
how  you  have  overborne  the  didates  of  your  own 
coniciences,  and  grieved  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God-, 
when  he  hath  been  pleading  with  you  in  a  moft  im¬ 
portunate^  manner,  and  faying  unto  you,  Oh,  do  not 
this  abominable  thing  that  I  hate  (g  .  Yet  you  have 
done  it,  and  facrificed  the  repofe  of  your  own  minds, 
end  tne  hopes  of  glory,  to  the  mean,  vile  confidera- 
tjons,  which  you  would  be  alhamed  to  hear  men¬ 
tioned  before  an  affembly.  And  this  not  in  one  in- 
Lance,  but  again  and  again.  You  have  formed  good 
purpofes,  and  broken  them  ;  and  formed  them  again, 
and  broken  them  again  ;  and  run  fuch  a  round  of 
oll>  and  fin  that  I  am  perfuaded  many  of  you  could 
not  have  iufpeAed  yourfelves  of  fuch  a  condud  feme 

O 

time 
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time  ago,  nor  Lave  believed,  if  one  had  told  yon, 
that  you  fhould  a£l  fuch  a  part.  And  mud  thefe 
treacherous  hearts  dill  be  truded,  and  will  you  dill 
go  on  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  them  ;  when  they  have 
already  led  you  into  fo  much  fin,  when  they  have  al¬ 
ready  plunged  you  Into  foonuch  didrefs  ? 

2.  Think  how  many  delufive  charms  are  daily  of¬ 
fering  themfelves  to  your  eyes,  that  you  may 
not  heedlefsly  walk  in  the  fight  of  them. 

Remember,  firs,  I  befeech  you,  that  you  are  in  a 
-very  dangerous  fituation,  and  walk  among  fnares. 
The  mod  mortal  poifons  are  often  mingled  with  the 
fweeted  dainties,  and  the  mod  dangerous  enemies  of 
our  fouls  accod  us  in  the  faired  forms.  The  fruit 
which  undid  our  common  mother,  and  brought  death 
and  a  curfe  upon  us  all,  was  a  fruit  which  appeared 
to  be  good  for  food,  and  which  die  faw  to  be  pi  en¬ 
fant  to  the  eyes  (a). 

It  is  an  awakening  faying  of  one  of  the  mod  lively 
and  pathetic,  as  well  as  of  the  mod  pious  writers 
which  our  age  has  produced  *,  u  That  the  condi- 
cl  tion  of  man  in  his  natural  date  feems  to  be  like 
that  of  a  perfon  fick  of  a  variety  of  difeafes,  know- 
€i  ing  neither  his  didemper  nor  cure,  but  unhappily 
inclofed  in  a  place  where  he  could  hear,  or  fee,  or 
tade,  or  feel  nothing,  but  what  tended  to  inflame 
((  his  diforder.” 

Not  that  the  world  in  its  original  conditution,  and 
confidered  as  the  work  of  God,  is  by  any  means  to 
be  blamed.  The  whole  fydem  of  it  is  fuch,  as  would 
lead  a  regular  mind  to  wife  and  pious  reflections;  and 
its  mod  pleafurable  feenes  would  be  the  natural  occa- 
fion  of  exciting  correfpondent  gratitude  and  devotion 
to  the  great  author  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift  Kb). 
But  our  fouls  being  corrupted,  thofe  things  become 
dangerous  to  us,  which  might  otherwife  have  been 

innocent, 

(a)  Gen.  iii.  6.  *  'Law  on  Chridian  Perfection,  page  II. 
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innocent,  and  even  beneficial ;  as  fome  of  the  mod 
wholefome  and  nourifhing  foods  are  fatal  to  a  pedou 
inflamed  with  a  raging  fever. 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  nothing  is  fo  like  to  make  us 
truly  wife,  as  obfervations  on  fail :  let  me  therefore 
befeech  you,  my  young  friends,  ferioufiy  to  confider 
how  many,  within  the  compafs  of  your  own  know¬ 
ledge,  have  been  ruined  by  the  blandifhments  of  the 
fenfes ;  and,  perhaps,  fome  of  them  perfons  in  other 
refpeCts,  of  no  contemptible  characters.  We  may 
indeed  fay  of  the  world,  that  fpecious  harlot,  She 
hath  cad  down  many  wounded,  and  many  flrong 
men  have  been  (lain  by  her  (a).  Do  not.  therefore, 
walk  in  the  fight  of  your  eyes,  led  you  alfo  be  like 
the  bird,  that  (truck  with  fome  gay,  promifing  ap¬ 
pearance,  hafteneth  eagerly  to  the  fnare,  and  know- 
eth  not  that  it  is  for  his  life  [b].  But  endeavour  to 
open  the  eye  of  the  mind,  and  by  faith  to  behold  the 
great  realities  of  the  invifible  world,  that  you  may 
govern  your  lives  with  a  regard  to  them,  and  fo  fo 
cure,  not  the  deceitful  forms,  but  the  fubdanee  of 
true  happinefs. 


3,  Let  me  ferioufiy  remind  you,  that  the  blelTed 
God  is  the  fpeClator  of  all  your  conduit. 

This  is  drongly  implied  though  it  be  not  expreffed 
jn  the  text :  for  all  thefe  things  God  will  bring  thee 
Into  judgment  ;  and  you  cannot  furely  imagine,  that 
he  is  like  earthly  judges,  who  mud  have  recourfe  to 
witneffes,  to  inform  them  of  what  they  would  other- 
wife  be  ignorant  of.  He  is  not,  he  cannot  be,  far 
from  any  one  of  us,  feeing  in  him  we  live,  and  move, 
and  have  our  being  (r),  Nor  can  we  be  concealed 
from  his  eye,  fhould  we  ily  on  the  wings  of  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  light,  to  the  uttermod 
ends  oi:  the  earth  :  for  his  hand  mult  lead  us  thither, 
and  his  right  hand  fupport  11s  there  (d).  Remember 

this, 

G)  Prov,  vii.  26.  (1)  Prov.  vii.  23.  (6-)  A6ts  xvli.  27,  28. 

(d)  Pfal.  cxxxix.  9.,  10* 
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tnis,  my  young  friends,  he  fees  you  when  you  over¬ 
look  him,  fees  himfdf  negle£ed  by  you,  and  his 
laws  violated,  and  his  grace  defpifed  :  And  all  for 
what  ?  You  have  reafon  to  blolh  and  be  confounded* 
when  you  think  of  that:  for  every  vanity  that  offers 
itfelt  to  your  pur  fait,  for  trifles  lighter  than  air,  for 
which  you  would  not  violate  the  common  rules  of 
ciecency  to  a  fellow-creature.  As  if  it  were  to  be 
taken  for  granted,  that  his  favour  is  a  thing  of  no 
confequence,  or  that  nothing  can  forfeit  it.  Oh, 
hrs,  he  hears  me  while  I  am  fpeaking  to  you ;  and 
j.ee.1,  perhaps,  that  feme  cf  you  hardly  give  me 
an  attentive  hearing.  He  obferves,  how  many  ad¬ 
monitions  are  defpifed  by  you,  how  many  convidlions 
are  overborne,  how  many  vows  are  broken,  how  ma¬ 
ny  vain  words  are  fpoken  to  him,  in  thofe  formalities 
whico ,  you  call  your  devotions ;  and,  perhaps,  with 
regard  to  lome  of  you,  I  may  add,  how  many  bold 
words  are  fpoken  again  ft  him,  when  thofe  mouths 
are  let  againlt  the  heavens,  whofe  tongues  have  walk¬ 
ed  through  the  earth  <a).  All  thofe  flights  of  re¬ 
ligion,  which  (for  wart  of  undei  Handing)  you 
may  be  ready  to  call  wit ;  all  that  licentious  con¬ 
tempt  which  you  throw  on  his  facred  word  and  ordi¬ 
nances,  and  fancy  it  is  freedom  of  thought.  You 
may  go  on,  and  prefume  upon  it,  that  your  lips  are 
your  own  (l)  ;  but  I  mu  ft  tell  you,  that  the  Lord 
hearkens  and  hears,  and  a  book  of  remembrance  (c) 
is  written  for  you  like  wife  ;  a  book,  which  will  ano¬ 
ther  day  be  thrown  open,  and  read  to  you  with  a 
voice  of  vengeance  and  terror ;  which  leads  me  to 
urge  you, 

4.  To  think  how  certain  the  judgment  of  God  is, 
and  your  own  perfonal  appearance  before  him. 

You  know,  there  is  not  any  do&rine  of  the  gof- 
pel  moie  plain  and  evident  than  this,  That  every 

one 

(7  I  fd  Ixri:'.  T3.  (6)  Pfah  xii,  4.  (<)  Mai.  lii.  16* 
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©ne  of  us  mild  give  an  account  ofhimfelf  to  God 
( a )  ;  and  indeed  it  was  a  doctrine  of  the  Jewish  re- 
velation,  and  even  of  the  wifer  heathens  :  but  I  would 
defire  you  particularly  to  obferve,  how  firongly  it  is 
cxprefTed  in  the  words  of  the  text,  Know  thou,  that 
God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment !  Thee,  O  young 
man,  thee,  O  child,  whoever  thou  art  that  heardt 
me  this  day,  to  thee  is  the  word  of  this  admonition 
fent,  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment.  His 
trumpet  will  found,  his  tribunal  will  fet  ;  thou  wilt 
be  fummoned,  and  thou  mufl  obey.  In  vain  will  be 
every  attempt  to  conceal  thyfelf,  or  to  excufe  or  dis¬ 
pute  an  immediate  attendance.  He  will  bring  thee  ; 
his  hand  will  be  ftrong  upon  thee  {b),  infinitely  too 
ftrong  for  thy  feeble  refiftance.  And  therefore  the 
affembly  of  the  whole  world  before  him  is  beautifully 
defcrJbed,  by  driving  together  a  flock  of  fheep  or  of 
goats  fd.  Bear  witnefs,  Oh  finner,  and  let  thy 
confluence  record  it,  I  warn  thee  of  this  folemn,  this- 
dreadful  day.  1  tell  thee,  that  as  furely  as  thou  art 
now  in  the  houfe  of  God,  thou  (halt  then  be  (landing 
before  his  bar.  And  how  will  you  (land  ?  Look  you 
to  that.  We  are  to  give  the  warning,  and  know¬ 
ing  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  are  to  perfuade  men 
(d't  Hear  now  therefore  this  admonition  for  your- 
felve,  and  k  now  it  for  your  good  (e).  Confider 
this,  ye  that  forget  God,  left  he  tear  you  in  pieces, 
and  there  be  none  to  deliver  ;/).  And  to  increafe 
the  weight  and  efficacy  of  the  thought,  refled,  once 
more, 

5*  How  Arid  and  awful  this  judgement  will  be. 
For  all  thefe  things  God  will  bring  thee  into 
judgment  ;  which  naturally  implies,  that  it  will 
be  particular  and  final. 


O  2 


a)  Rom.  xiv.  12.  (7)  Ezek,  iii 

CO  z  Cor.  V.  II,  (>)  Job  7, 


(<■)  Mat.  xxv.  32*. 

27.  if)  Pfal.  1,  23, 
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YVC‘Y  particular  will  be  reviewed.  Ail  th&f<s 
tilings  ;  or,  as  it  is  yet  more  ilrongly  expreffed  elfe- 
where,  every  work,  and  every  fecret  thing,  whether 
f  he  good,  or  whether  it  be  evil  (a).'  He  hath 
ivV01n  hy  hirnfelf,  that  he  will  not  forget  any  of  thy 
vyoiiss  Poor  thoughtlefs  creatures  l  you  fome* 
times  conceal  your  irregularities  from  parents  at>d 
mailers^  ojr  others  to  whom  you-  are  accountable- 
yo  -  oiiguife  them  in  fo  artful  a  manner,  or  form 
inch  exeules  for  them  a<s  mgy  impofe  upon  men  : 
and  you  value  yoiufelves  on  the  dexterity  with  which 
you  do  it.  But  be-  not  deceived,  God  cannot  be  thug, 
mocked  (c).  For  all  thefe  things, -and  a  thoufand 
Varies  more  than  you  cau  remember;  actions  and 
words,  and  thoughts  of  vanity,  which  paffed  witii 
you  unobfevved  in  the  crowd,  or,  if  at  all  obferved, 
were  forgotten  in  a  moment  ;  for  all  thefe,  will  lie 
reprove  thee,  and  fet  them  in  order  before  thine  eyes 
(J  ,  i.e.  rle  will  marfhal  them  in  dreadful  array, 
as  a  hoil  of  enemies  armed  for  thy  deftrudiion.  Have, 
you  never  feen  a  criminal  at  the  bar,  how  he  is  con¬ 
founded,  when  the  force  of  e  vidence  bears  him  down, 
and  the  fagaeity  of  a  judge  detedls  tire  idle,  foolifk 
pleas,  with,  which  he  flattered  hmifelf  before  his  trial, 
and  imagined  he  fhouldeafdy  come  off  with  impunity  * 
Then  did  you  iee  an  emblem  of  yourfelves,  and  your 
own  (late  ;  thus  will  you,  if  you  go  cn  in  your  fins, 
be  entangled  and  nlenced,  and  afhamed  and  condemn* 
ed.  AH  your  crimes  will  be  produced,  in  all  their 
circumfiances  of  aggravation.  Nor  will  God  forget 
this  prefect  admonition  and  expoRulation,  though 
you  may  forget  it,  or  though  you  ihould  remember 
it  only  in  fcorn,  and  wonder  what  occanon  there  is 
for  all  this  earneftnefs  and  importunity.  You  may, 
if  you  pleafe,  make  a  jeft  of  divine  judgment;  but 
you  will  find  it  dreadfully  ferious.  Nothing  fo  eaiy, 
as  to  defpife  it  ;  but,  oh  fmnsr,  nothing  fo  hard,  as 
to  endure  it  :  for  I  add, 

IT 

(,j)  EccLf.  xii.  14.  (^)  Amosviii.  7.  (r)  Gab  vi,  7* 
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It  will  be  a  final  doom,  and  your  eternal  Hate  will 
be  fixed  by  it.  It  is  no-  light  crime  of  which  you 
will  then  be  convidled,  no  lefs  than  wilful,  obftinatc, 
incorrigible  rebellion  againft  the  majefty  of  heaven, 
againft  the  God  of  your  lives,  and  the  father  of  all 
your  mercies  ;  and  it  will  be  no  light  punilkment  to 
which  you  will  be  configned,  for  following  the  way 
of  your  heart,  and  the  fight  of  your  eyes,  in  oppoiR 
tion  to  all  the  authority  of  his  law,  and  all  the  me¬ 
thods  of  his  recovering  grace. 

Read  over  the  fentence,  as  recorded  from  the  Tips 
of  him  by  whom  it  is  to  be  pronounced.  There  is 
but  one  for  thofe  on  the  left  hand,  and  hearken  to  it  .2 
depart  from  me,  ye  curfed  : — {inner  thou  mu  ft  be 
Separated  from  God.  But  that  perhaps  you  can  bear  ; 
it  is  but  calling  him- by  forne  bold  name  ;  it  is  but  dreff- 
ing  him  up  in  your  imagination  under  feme  falfe  od  ions 
eharabler,  and  you  may  perhaps  think  it  is  beft  to  be 
at  a  diftance  from  him.  Wretched  creature  !  but 
tliou  mull  depat t,  as  accurfed,  into  everlafting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels  (a).  And  can  ft 
thou  reconcile  thy  mind  to  that  ?  To  dwell  for  ever 
in  darknefs  and  horror,  in  fitch  a  feene,  and  with 
fuch  affbeiates  !  to  have  nothing  to  entertain  the  eye, 
nothing  to  cheer  the  heart,  nothing  to  divert  painful 
reftedlion,  nothing  to  a  lay  the  moil  cutting  remorfe  ; 
to  fee  every  pleafurable  obj.edt,  for  which  you  for¬ 
got  God,  and  fold  yourfelves  to  aeftrudtion,  removed 
to  an  eternal  diftance  ;  to  feel  all  the  irregular  paftions 
of  your  own  hearts  let  loofe  at  once,  like  fo  many 
hungry  vultures  to  prey  infatiably  upon  them  ;  and 
hope,  the  laft  of  fupports  unden  the  la  ft  of  evils,  Paul 
out  for  ever, oh  firs,  this  is  the  refult  of  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  God.  Lo,  tlus  is  the  portion  of  the  wicked, 
and  this  the  heritage  appointed  to  him  by  God  (b). 
it  is  a  grief  to  a  tender  heart  to  think  of  it,  to  hear 
the  very  report.  Oh  what  will  it  be  to  you  to  meet 


C:0. -Mat.  xxv,  41,  0)  Job  xx,  ?.q3. 
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it  and  feel  it,  in  ail  its  force  and  all  its  terror  [  car> 
your  heart  endure,  or  can  your  hands  be  (Long,  in 

the  day  that  God  fhall  deal  with  you  (a)  ? 

« 

Alas,  my  heart  is  pained  for  you,  and  my  bow¬ 
els  yearn  over  you  f  methinks  I  fee  all  the  haugh- 
tinefs  of  your  fpirits  broken,  fee  you  pale  and  trem¬ 
bling  on  the  very  brink  of  that  pit,  from  whence 
"there  is  no  redemption,  and  into  which  the  flaming 
fword  of  divine  juft-ice  is  driving  you.  And  can  no¬ 
thing  be  done  to  fave  you  ?  Alas,  what  fhould  be 
done  ?  Can  any  refeue  you  from  the  hand  of  Omni¬ 
potence  ?  Can  any  intercede  for  you  with  that  then 
inexorable  judge  ?  It  cannot  be.  But  he  is  not  yet 
inexorable.  He  has  not  yet  laid  afide  the  character 
ot  a  Saviour,  of  a  compaffionate  friend  to  perifhing 
'creatures.  And  I  prefent  thefe  things  to  perfuade 
you,  if  poflible,  in  this  your  day,  to  know  the  things 
that  belong  to  your  peace,  before  they  be  forever  hid 
from  your  eyes  (6  .  May  divine  grace  effectually  do 
it  ;  and  teach  you  fo  to  judge  yourfelves,  that  you 
may  not  then  be  condemned  of  the  Lord  (c)  1  and 
now, 

HI.  It  only  remains,  that  I  conclude  the  dif- 
courfe  with  lome  plain  infeiences  from  it.  And 
here, 

i.  The  young  tinner  has  furely  a  great  deal  of  rea- 
fon  to  be  thankful,  that  he  hath  not  already 
been  brought  into  judgment. 

You  have  indeed  the  oreatefl:  caufe  to  fav,  it  is 

O  J  ' 

of  the  Lord’s  mercy,  that  you  are  not  confirmed  (d)9 
your  breath  is  in  your  noftrils  (*)  ;  and  perhaps  you 
can  lecolledl  times  and  circumftanccs,  in  which  it 
feemed  juli  ready  to  take  its  flight,  when  you  ap¬ 
peared 


CO  Ezek.xxii,  I4»  ('&)  Lube  xlx  41.  (-•)  1  Cor.  xi.  3 1 ; 
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peared  to  be  in  the  extremeft  danger,  To  that  there 
was  but  a  ftep  between  you  and  death  ( a ).  And 
what  if  that  little  interval  had  been  palled  !  where  had 
you  then  been  ?  how  low  had  you  then  fallen  ?  Why 
it  is  mod  certain,  as  to  fome  of  you,  that  had  you 
been  thus  cut  off,  the  torment  had  fwept  you  away 
into  eternal  ruin.  Even  now,  while  we  are  worth  ip- 
ping  God  in  hishoufe,  rejoicing  in  mercy  and  in  hope, 
your  miferable  fpirits  had  been  in  the  regions  of  the 
damned,  feeling  more  than  mortal  language  can  ex- 
jprefs,  and  fearing  yet  more,  much  more  than  you 
felt ;  being,  like  the  apodate  angels,  referved  in  ever- 
lading  chains,  under  darknefs,  unto  the  judgment  of 
the  great  day  (b).  Adore  the  divine  patience  and 
forbearance,  that  your  cafe  is  fo  different  ;  for  mod 
happily  different  it  is.  I  have  the  pleafure  to  tedify 
to  }OU  this  day,  in  the  midd  of  thefe  terrible  things 
which  faithfulnefs  to  your  fouls  extorts  from  me,  that 
the  Lord  waiteth  that  he  may  be  gracious,  and  does, 
as  it  were,  raife  himfelf  up  that  he  may  have  mercy 
upon  you  \c)  :  he  rifes  from  his  throne  to  dretch  out 
the  golden  feepter  to  you,  to  open  his  compaflionate 
arms  to  embrace  you,  if  you  apptoach  him  as  bum¬ 
ble  penitents.  Jefus  the  judge  will  become  your 
friend  ;  he  will  receive  you,  he  will  fnelter  you  and 
blefs  you  ;  if,  with  believing  hearts  you  feck  his  mer¬ 
cy,  after  having  fo  long  dared  his  vengeance.  This 
day  do  I  tedify,  that  he  is  ready  tobeilow  upon  you 
far  more  valuable  pleafures  than  thofe  which  he  calls 
you  to  refign,  and  to  give  you  much  gieater  fatisfac- 
tion  in  contradicting  the  corruptions  of  your  heart, 
and  controling  the  impulfe  of  your  fenfes  than  you 
ever  have  found,  or  could  poffibly  find,  in  gratifying 
them.  May  you  be  perfuaded  to  the  wife  and  hap¬ 
py  exchange  !  then  will  the  patience  of  God  be  falva- 
tion  to  you,  when  his  goodnefs  leads  you  to  iepcnt« 
ance. 

2.  The 

00  I  Sam.  xx.  3.  (Jj)  Jude, 
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2.  ine-  young  chrifti'an  hath  apparent  reafon  to 
oe  tiiankful  for  that  grace,  which  hath  fanfti- 
ned  his  heart,  and  turned  away  his  eyes  from 
beholding  vanity. 


My  brethren  in  the  Lord  !  permit  me  to  remind 
you,  that  you  were  fometimes  foolifli  and  difobedi- 
cat,  lerviiig  divers  luRs  and  pleafures  (<?)  :  but  there 
is  novv  room  for  us  to  congratulate  you,  and  fay, 
bkffed  are  your  eyes,  for  they  fee:  and  your  ears, 
ior  they  hear  (b),  You  now  know  your  true  in- 
t ei  eft  ;  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  implanted  in  your 
hearts,  and  your  eyes  are  dire&ed  heavenwards.  You 
are  experimentally  acquainted  with  the  pleafure 
vyhich  religion  brings,  and  fee  that  you  have  exchang¬ 
ed  your  tinfel  for  gold  ;  your  lhadows  for  the  mod: 
valuable  fubflance  ;  the  momentary  blaze  and  crack¬ 
ling  of  thorns  (r),  for  the  Ready  light,  and  influence, 
c.fid  glory  of  the  fun,  which  is  fhining  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfedt  day  {d  . 

?  3  ^  invite  you  to  the  moll  chreerful  acknow¬ 
ledgments  of  the  riches  of  divine  grace  to  you.  Blefs 
Ood  for  the  new  nature  he  hath  given  you,  for  that 
gvaii.  of  flefh  j  into  which  the  rock  is  transformed 
by  a  new  creating  power  :  for  thole  new  hopes  which 
lie  hath  opened  upon  you.  Blefs  him,  that  you  are 
now  fhekered  from  the  dorms  of  divine  wrath,  and 
tnat,  in  Read  of  looking  forward  to  the  judgment  day, 
with  the  horrors  of  a  malefa&or,  who"  is  then  to  be 
condemned  and  executed,  you  are  rather  lifting.up 
your  heads  to  meet  the  profpedl  with  triumph,  as 
knowing  that  your  complete  falvation  will  then  be 
m an i felled,  and  your  redemption  be  pefedted  ( fj . 


3*  We  ma7  farther  infer,  from  what  we  have  now 
been  hearing,  that  the  gofpel  of  the  bleffed 

Jefus 


(i7J  {  it;  iii*  3*  (£)  Mat.  xiii.  1 6.  (<-')  Ecclef.  vii.  6u 
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Jefus  gives  us  very  great  advantages,  for  reclaim¬ 
ing  young  perfons  from  the  fnares  of  fenfuality 
and  ruin. 

The  text  abundantly  intimates  the  importance  of 
thofe  confiderations,  which  are  taken  from  the  final 
judgment.  Now  it  is  ceartin,  the  gofpel  difcovers 
this  in  the  flrongeft  light.  Therein  is  the  wrath  of 
God  revealed  againft  all  ungodlinefs  and  unrighte- 
oufnefs  of  men  (a)  ;  and  fome  more  av/ful  views  of 
judgment  are  given,  than  even  the  language  of  the 
prophets,  emphatical  as  it  is  can  furnifh  out.  In 
the  gofpel  we  are  not  only  told  in  general,  that  God 
will  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs,  but  particularly 
affured,  that  he  will  do  it  by  that  man  whom  he 
hath  appointed  (£),  even  the  Lord  jefus  Chrift,  who 
for  that  purpofe  (hall  defcend  from  heaven,  in  his  own 
glory,  and  the  glory  of  the  father,  and  all  the  holy 
angels  with  him  (c)  ;  that  the  trumpet  (hall  found, 
and  the  dead  (hall  be  raifed  (d)  ;  that  fmalland  great 
(hall  (land  before  God  (e)  ;  while  in  the  mean  time 
the  world  is  in  (lames  around  them,  the  fun  being 
darkened,  and  the  moon  not  giving  her  light  (/),  the 
liars  falling  (g/f  the  heavens  paffing  away  with  a 
great  noile,  the  elements  melting  with  fervent  heat, 
die  earth  with  all  things  in  it  being  burnt  up  [h)9 
and  departing  out  of  its  place  (2).  And  can  any 
thing  be  more  awakening  and  awful  than  all  this  pomp 
of  horror,  this  conflagration  and  confufion  of  nattne? 
Yes,  firs,  there  is  one  thing  yet  more  awaken  in  o-  • 
and  it  is  that  which  the  gofpel  exprefsly  pronounces, 
that,  in  confequence  of  all,  the  wicked  (hall  go  away 
into  everlafling  punifhment,  and  the  righteous  into 
Lfe  eternal  (£  .  Eternity,  eternity,  my  brethren, 
is  the  declaration  of  the  gofpel.  Nature  might  lead 
wS  to  fufpedl  it,  the  law  might  give  fome  intimation 

of 

(a)  Rom.  i.  18.  (6)  A&sxvii.  11.  (*)  Mat.  xvb  27.  xxv.  21. 
(:/).  I  Cor.  xv.  52.  (e)  Rev.  xx.  12.  (f)  Mark  xiii.  24. 
is)  Mat.  xxiv.  29.  (A)  %  Pet.  iii.  10.  (i)  Rev.  xx.  Ir. 

(k)  Mat,  xxv,  46. 
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of  it,  but  the  gofpel  alone  aflerts  it  ;  and  not  only  aC- 
ierts  it,  but  defcribes  it  too.  It  lends  to  our  faith 
that  perfpedive  by  which  we  defcry  the  para'dife  of 
God,  and  it  lays  hell  open  before  us,  fo  that  deft  ruc¬ 
tion  hath  no.  covering  <a).  The  chriftian  preacher 
may  then  fay  it,  with  an  energy  beyond  what  Solo¬ 
mon  could  conceive,  merely  on  the  principles  of  the 
Jewifh  revelation,  Rejoice,  oh  young  man,  in  thy 
youth,  &c,  but  know  thou,  that  for  all  thefe  things, 
God  wdll  bring  thee  into  judgment. 

Nor  muft  I  by  any  means  omit  that  grand  advan¬ 
tage  which  the  gofpel  gives  us  in  thefe  addreffes,  by 
the  difcovery  of  the  blefled  Jefus  under  the  charader 
of  a  Saviour.  It  difplays  him  as  the  chief  among  ten 
thoufand,  ^and  altogether  lovely  ;  as  inviting,  as 
waiting,  as  pleading,  as  w^eeeping  over  finners,  yea 
as  bleeding  and  dying  for  them:  as  defciibing  the 
terrors  of  judgment,  that  he  may  awaken  them  to 
flee  from  it,  and  may  gather  them,  as  a  hen  gathers 
her  chickens  under  its  compaflionatc  pro te ding 
wings  (o).  But  is  this  a  fimile  that  we  may  ufe, 
when  fpeaking  of  him  who  is  to  appear  under  the 
charader  of  “  the  wrorthy  judge  eternal  Yes,  my 
friends,  low  as  it  may  feem,  it  is  a  fimile  that  he  him- 
felf  ufes  ;  it  is  fo  low,  that  the  language  itfelf  may 
be  a  fpecimen  of  that  condefceirfton  which  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  expi-efs. 

Such  is  that  wonderful  contrail  of  what  is  moll 
awful,  and  moll  engaging,  in  the  gofpel  ;  and  this 
gofpel,  firs,  do  you  daily  hear.  To  you  is  the  word 
of  this  falvation  fent  ( c )  ;  to  you  is  the  whole  coun- 
fel  of  God  declared.  May  you  never  be  left  to  rejed 
it  againft  yourfelves,  (d)  but  may  divine  grace  render 
it  a  favour  of  life  unto  life  (e)  !  Once  more — 

4.  We  may  farther  infer,  that  the  ferious  thoughts 
of  death 'muft  be  very  ufeful  to  young  perfons, 
fmce  judgment  is  fo  nearly  conceded  with  it. 

•  '  "  It 

(f)  Job  xxvi.  6.  (b)  Mat.  xxili.  37.  (c)  Acfls,  xiii.  s6» 

(<•/)  Luke  vii.  30.  (<?)  2  Cor.  ii,  16, 
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It  is  appointed  unto  all  men  once  to  die,  and  af¬ 
ter  death  the  judgment  (, a )  ;  and  though  the  final 
folemnity  of  that  judgment  may  be  delayed  to  dif- 
tant  ages,  the  Hate  of  the  foul  is  in  a  moment  unal¬ 
terably  fixed  ;  and  in  this  fenfe,  as  the  tree  falls,  fo 
it  milfl  lie  T),  for  there  is  no  device,  nor  working  in 
the  grave  ( r). 

Now  as  this  is  generally  acknowledged,  we  may 
naturally  conclude  that  thofe,  who  remember  death, 
■will  not  forget  judgment  Let  me,  therefore,  mv 
young  friends,  call  down  your  thoughts  to  the  grave  ; 
and  methinks,  among  fo  many  monuments  of  morta¬ 
lity,  it  fhou'd  not  be  difficult  to  do  it. 

Recoiled,  I  befeech  you,  what  of  that  you  have 
feen  the  year  pad.  How  many  of  you  have  attended 
the  funerals  of  youth  like  yourfelves,  of  children, 
much  younger  than  yourfelves!  they  have  given  up 
the  ghoft,  and  where  are  they  (d)  ?  What  a  change 
hath  death  made  ! — where  are  they  ?  Why,  perhaps 
what  remains  of  them,  within  the  walls  of  this  place, 
under  the  feet  of  fome  of  you.  Could  your  eye  pe¬ 
netrate  a  few  feet  of  earth,  you  would  fee  them  ; 
but  oh,  what  fpedtacles  of  horror  would  you  difeo- 
ver !  yet  perhaps  a  year  ago  they  were  in  the  number 
of  the  mod  amiable  obje&s  of  your  fight:  And  fuck 
is  your  bloom,  fuch  is  your  vigour  :  And  will  you 
prefume  upon  it,  prefume  To  far  as  to  continue  expo- 
fed  to  all  the  terrors  of  divine  judgment,  in  a  vain 
dependence  that  fome  years  hence  you  (hall  confider 
and  efcape  it  ? 

Oh  that  you  were  wife,  that  you  underdood  this, 
that  you  would  confider  your  latter  end  !  (e)  oh  that 
you  would  be  willing  to  converfe  with  the  dying,  and 
witn  the  dead  !  you  will,  no  doubt,  foon  have  renew- 
ed  opportunities  of  doing  it.  Some  will  probaby 
be  called  away  for  leffons  to  the  red  ;  and  before  the 
year  lolls  round,  you  may  perhaps  fee  fome  pious 
*  P  youth 

(a)  Heb,  ix.  27.  (£)  Ecclef.  xi.  3,  (V)  chap,  ix.  10, 

(d)  Job  xiy.  10.  (e)  Dent,  xxxii.  20, 
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youth  going  with  joy  and  triumph  to  glory,  or  feme 
incorrigible  creature  dying  in  terror,  or,  which  is 
yet  more  dreadful,  in  a  .ftupid  wfcafibilky  of  foul 
-Reded!,  my  brethren,  on  what  of  this  kind  you  have 
feen  ;  attend  to  what  you  may  farther  fee  :  and  re¬ 
member  that  the  houfe  of  mourning  may  prove  a 
ichool  of  the  moft  ufeful  difcipline,  if  the  living  will 
lay  it  to  heart  (a).  ‘ 

^  But  why  do  I  mention  the  houfe  of  mourning  ? 
Vou  are  perhaps  going  to  that  of  feafting  *.  The 
leifure  of  the  ieafon  invites  to  it ;  and  cuftom  hath 
eftablifhed  it  into  a  law,  to  clofe  the  old  year,  and 
begin  the  new  with  fome  peculiar  vanities,  in  fome 
more  than  ordinary  forgetfulnefs  of  all  the  important 
purpofes  for  which  time  and  opportunities  of  it  are 
given.  Such  is  our  wifdom,  fuch  is  our  gratitude, 

■  is  our  confifience  with  the  name  we  bear,  an^ 
the  profeflion  we  make  ! 

You  are  perhaps  fome  of  you  imprefted  with  what 
you  have  heard;  but  I  am  much  afraid,  there  are 
thofe  that  within  twelve  days,  or  even  twelve  hours, 
will  have  loft  the  impreilion,  and  be  as  unconcerned 
about  this  great  judgment,  as  if  God’s  own  hand  had 
lent  them  a  difeharge  from  appearing  at  it.  It  is  a 
difeouraging  cafe,  and  it  makes  us  your  minifters  ah 
moft  dread  this  feafon,  cheerful  as  it  is  thought,  as 
that  in  which  former  convidlions  will  be  worn  off, 
and  the  heart  of  unthinking  youth  will  be  fteeled 
againft  thofe  that  might  tnhevwife  be  made  :  as  the 
feafon,  in  which  we  dc,  as  it  were,  fee  the  infernal 
lion  bearing  away  the  lambs  of  our  flock,  even  before 
our  faces. 

But  we  will  at  leaft  cry  out  for  their  deliverance, 
we  will  lift  up  ocr  voice  like  a  trumpet  ( b)  ;  and 
may  hope,  that  fome  of  you  will  take  the  warning, 
and  hide  the  word  of  God  in  your  heart  (f).  Sin¬ 
ners 

(a)  Ecclef.  vii.  3. 

*  N.  B.  This  fermon  was  preached  at  Northampton,  Deccmv 

ber  25,  17 35- 

(t)  Ifa,  lvii*  £«  b)  JPfal,  cs II • 
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ners  will  no  doubt  be  enticing  you,  to  walk  as  they 
do  in  the  way  of  the  heart,  and  according  to  the 
fight' of  the  eyes,  but  confent  not  ( a )  to  the  felicita¬ 
tion,  if  you  would  not  be  deftroyed  with  them,  in 
that  day,  when  they  (hall  appear,  as  they  have  been 
reprefented,  unable  to  (land  in  the  judgment  (£),  and 
fhall  perifh  from  this  unhappy  way  which  they  have 
taken ;  and  that  in  a  moment,  when  the  wrath  of 
him,  whom  they  now  defpife,  (hall  but  begin  to  be 
kindled  againd  them  [c]  :  for  it  fhall  be  kindled  with 
fuch  terrors,  that  they  (hall  fay  to  the  mountains  and 
3*ocks,  Fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him 
that  iitteth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of  the 
lamb  ;  for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come  j  and 
who  fhall  be  able  to  (land  \  d  ?  The  Lord  grant  that 
you  may  all  find  mercy  of  the  Lord  in  that  day  (c)  1 
Amen. 

(*?)  Prcv,  i,  ro.  ( b )  Pfal.  i.  5.  (c)  PfaL  ii.  12.  (/)  Rev. 

vi,  16,  17.  (<?)  I  Tim.  i.  18, 
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